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DEDICATION. 

TO THE koiroR 

.1 • 

OF THB 

qiTAKTEBLY BETIEW* 

SIR, 

I AM toldr that you are a 
man distinguished l^y your taste, your 
talents, and your literary acquirements, 
and that one of tb9,|)est English trans- 
lations of a celebrated Roman poet h^s 
proceeded from your pen. Lam also 
assured, that your private character is, 
such as to make it certain, that you 
would never wish your Journal to be 

« 
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made the vehide of unjust aud malig- 
Bant calamny. Under these circum- 
stances, Sir, I have determined to dedi- 
cate these "Additional Letters" to you, 
in order that you may see to what a 
point tMth a candid Reviewer M your- 
self must have been imposed upon, 
when you admitted the article against 
the author of the (Hdipus Judaicvs, 
x?hich a];^ared in the Idst Number itf 
the Quarterly Review. To the person 
, who deceived you, I have no doubt that 
you will be ready to apply the words of 
an auUiOr with whom you are well 
•cquaintfcd:— 



• Fktea wt kme «Wo, ^no^ se 



JtdicC) neon noccu «lMrtitt«r • 
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Tesy Sir, when yoA have read these 
''Additional Letters,* you will say, 
that the author of the article in ques- 
tion c:atiiiOt ftti quite easy in his own 
conscience; and you will regret that 
tlie blundering Mr. D'Otlt has been 
app]aa4ed by a writer in your respect- 
able Journal. That the Chaplain of 
aa Archbi^op should have his little 
train <^ sycophants cannot be a matter 
of flnprise*^ 

Qnaod le maitre a la eowr, le vakt a la aieuu: 

But you, Sir, must disdain such vassal- 
age. When you shall have read these 
Letters, you will lament that Mr, 
fyQthY sbould have been so rashly 



i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



haL^das an OfieipLtal $d)<>lar in your 
Journal:r— !When you adapt your globe, 
as he .desires you,, to j?0> N. L., you 
,will blusli for having asserted witli him 
that " only a part, qf the constellation 
** Argo ever rises at all above the. hori- 
/* zon :!* — ^ When you ^ave €s|EaiaQin^ 
th^ Letters of Biblums, (ps^e 299,). you 
.wjjl, tun;! pale at fiie diainjenu^m uae 
.which has been made of a citation from 
Epiphanius, and which .has . beiea so 
unwarrantably and uncandidly sane* 
tioned in your Review. 

I am,. Sir, 

Your most humble Servant, 

• . . ...'•.•■ ,• - 

Oct.i4ai,-i8i>. yiNBEX, 
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PREFACE. 



Aftbb an absence of many years, 
Abdallah Effendi returned to Constant 
tinople. Although unalterably attached 
to the principal doctrines of the Maho- 
metan faith, there were yet some points 
concerning which Abdallah scrupled not 
to express his doubts when he conversed 
with his friends on religious topics. At 
the request of some of these he commit- 
ted his thoughts to paper ; and, unfor> 

b 
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tunately for him, a copy of his work fell 
into the hands of a Mollah, who was his 
enemy. It cannot be denied, that Ab- 
dallah advanced some opinions, which 
had never been heard of in the mosques 
of Constantinople, and which were not 
in unison with those generally enter- 
tained by the people. The Mollahf who 
had contrived to obtain a copy of the 
Work of "his enemy, rejoiced at the ac- 
quisition. Abdallah had said many 
things which, were they known, could 
hot f£ul to give scandal to the multitude. 
He had almost denied, that the pigeon, 
which picked peas out of Mahomet's 
ear, conveyed to him the oracles of Grod 
i^ he had hinted that the Prophet did 
npt speak literally, when he said that 
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the faitblul in Paradise shouid be dressed 
in staH^t and green —* and be had gone 
lo far as to doubt, whether the same 
inspired person had not been dreaming 
all the while, when after haidng made 
the tour of the seven heavens with th^ 
angel OabrieJ, he fbnnd his bed still 
warm and comfortable at his return* 

In addition to all this, Abdallah had 
the iemeritf to say, that the Turks had 
oooasionally mistaken the meaning of 
the Arabic of the Koran; and that some 
parte of that sublime and sacred book 
were not to be understood literally but 
allegoricaily. Thus he thought the 
words to be divine, which asserted the 
unity, and pointed out the providence 

b 2 
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bf God; while he held that there were 
chapters in the holy writings which bore 
a sense entirely figurative. He listened 
with humility and reverence to the 
proofs which were there given of the 
benevolence, justice, and wisdom, of 
the Deity ; and firmly believed, from his 
inmost soul, that the Creator intends 
the final happiness of his creatures. He 
heard with pious awe the Surahs which 
Were read from the Koran, and in whidi 
the merciful goodness of God to man 
is set forth in the fanciful and figura- 
tive, but striking, language c^ Oriental 
eloquence ; and he dwelt with delight 
and enthusiasm on some of th<>8e simple 
and expressive passages, whii^h wete so 
forcibly addressed to the rude tenants 
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of the Arabian wilderness. ^^ There is 
^^ no other God than God — There is but 
** one God, the bountiful and merciful 
" — He bids the sun to rise, to warm 
" and illumine the world — He causes 
^* the fountain to spring in the thirsty 
^* desart — He sends the rain from hea- 
** ven to refresh the earth ; the cattle 
^^ pasture on the green herb ; and we 
^^ are nourished by the milk which they 
>^ produce — Fop us He has made the 
^* ground to bring fprth the com ; and 
^* for us the vine and the palm-tree yield 
^* their fruits— The providence of the 
<* Lord is manifested in all things -rr- 
<^ Not a cloud is pushed by the wind, 
<^ but as he wills it — He ordains the 
♦* honey-fly to range in the woods, and, 
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to deposit the bright-colovired honey 
" in the hollow of the tree, or in the 
" cleft of the rotk, that man may find 
''it, and turn it to his nourishment. 
'* All things have had a beginning, and 
** all shall have an end, save only the 
" glory of the eternal God." 

While Abdallah read such sentences 
as these, he presumed neither to doubt, 
nor to criticise ; but, fcH* his misfortune, 
there were other passages in the Koran 
about which he would venture to reason. 
Thus in the chapter concerning the infi- 
dels, he thought that there were many 
things, which ought not to be licerally 
understood. " When the month Her am 
** shall be past, you shall kill the infidels 
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** wherever you meet them ; oi: make 
** slaves of them, or put them into pri« 
" son — Lay snares for them — If they 
** wUl be converted, say their prayers as 
** they are desired, and pay their tithes, 
" you may then leave them in quiet.** 
Abdallah had the rawness to doubt, 
whether these sentences had proceeded 
from the God of mercy and justice, at 
least, in the intention of being Hterally 
understood. He smiled too, when he 
was told, that the souls of the faithful 
should eat plunpis and peaches in Para* 
dise— 'drink sherbet out of golden cups 
— and sleep in the arms of cherry- 
cheeked Houris, who live to all eternity 
without ever passing the age of fifteen. 
But his feelings were revolted, and he 
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sighed, when he heard some of the more 
ignorant Sheiks assuring the people, 
that all GiaurSy whether Christians, 
Jews, or Pagans, should infallibly go to 
Hell, where they are to be tormented 
by Devils, while they sit up to the neck 
in a lake of fire, and drink boiling water 
to assuage their thirst. ^* We ought 
^^ not,'* said Abdallah, " to understand 
*^ the words of the Koran in too literal 
*^ a sense. An immaterial being, such 
^^ as is the human soul when separated 
^* from the body, can partake neither 
*^ of corporeal pleasures, nor of corpo* 
" real pains. That the soul is immortal 
** I believe," continued he, *^ and we 
" cannot doubt that a just God will 
<^ reward the righteous, and punish the 
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* wicked^ in a future state. Of this our 

* holy Koran assures us, and here rea- 
^ son confirms what revelation teaches; 

* but it is unbecoming in us to take the 

* sacred text in a literal sense, or to 

* pronounce what will be the nature 
^ either of the rewards, or of the punish^ 
^ ments, which will be assigned to us 
^ hereafter. We may safely believe, 

* that the Moslem^ when they are virtu- 

* ous, are those who will be most accept- 

* able to God ; but let us not presume 
' to foretell the fate of others, who are 

* either strangers to our doctrines, or 

* aliens from our creed. Concerning 
^ mere matters of faith and opinion nO 
^ man ought to judge another. It i$ 

* the Deity alone who knows the heart* 
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** Belief cannot be competed. No man 
** can force me to believe, tbat two and 
** two vE^ake either more or teas than 
** four. Yon may enter India with the 
*' ^oran in one hand, and the scymetar 
*' in the oth^ ; but you cannot foifce 
" the Bramins to believe that your 
** sacred book has been inspired by the 
'* Deity. Convietion is not a thing of 
♦* choice. Why then do you teach the 
** people, that Qod wiU aS^ct ti^ ^uis 
** of Giaurs with everlasting torments ? 
♦' Sqrely the language of the Kwran is 
** qften figurative. Reason, charity, 
« every virtue of the human heart, and 
« our knowledge of the Creator through 
** his works, forbid us to believe, that 
<< God has ever commanded his area- 
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*^ tures to persiecute and sidy eaeh other 
" on account of their religious differ- 
** ences, When, therefore, we meet 
" with passages in the Korariy which 
,** seem tQ authorize a contrary conclff- 
** sion, let us not doubt that the words 
" are not to be interpreted literally, and 
<* that the language is figurative and 
** aUegorical**' 

Such were the opinions of Abdallah, 
and such the sentiments which- he ex- 
pressed in his writings addressed to his 
friends. 

There was at this time an Imam at 
Constantinople called Ge-Douleh Ho* 
gia. This personage belonged to the 
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Ulemah. Rigidly severe in the perfbnn- 
ance of every ceremony enjoined by tlic 
Koran; a strenuous supporter of the 
letter of the text ; and exact in adhering 
to the most trifling minutice; this Hogia 
was dreaded not only by the youth of 
the city, but by his own brethren of the 
Law. If any one ta$ted a drop of wine 
he trembled for its being discovered by 
this terrible inquisitor, who would not 
^ve uttered the name of a pig, for the 
wealth of the Indies. Hogs are always 
called ^^ the black beasts'* by the pious 
Turks, and Ge-Dovleh Hogia procured 
the disgrace of an Ichoglan, for having 
one day given the animal its proper 
name in his presence. The youthful 
Jchoglans and A%amoglan§ within. th^ 
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walls of the Seraglio turned pale at his 
name; and there was not a Neip in 
Constantinople who did not dread the 
power . of the formidable Ge-Douleh, 
But his time was chiefly employed in 
denouncing individuals, who were either 
known, or suspected, to be heretics of 
the sect'of jili, — to be JVhahabeeSf — 
or to be Giaura, In a word, Qe-Douleh 
was the Hogia, or Attorney-General <rf 
the Ulemah. 

The MoUahy who was the secret 
enemy <if Abdallah, conveyed a copy of 
that Effendi's treatise to the Uegia, who 
read it with real, or affected, indigna- 
tion. The two brethren of the Law con- 
sulted together about what was to be 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



• • • 

XYIU 



done. Abdallah had not published his 
work. He had spoken with reverence 
of Mahomet — he had expressed hU 
admiration of the Koran upon varioas 
occasions. ** True,** said these connsel- 
lors ; ** but he has dared to ridicule the 
" literal sense, which we have been ac- 
" customed to take as such, and has told 
'* us, that the language was figurative, 
" when God commanded the faithfiil to 
" slay and extirpate the Giaurs. We 
** must conceal what he has said ' in 
** favour of the sacred book ; but pub- 
" lish all that he has written against the 
" literal interpretation, as if his attack 
** had been directed against the text 
" itself; and then denounce him as a 
perverse, ignorant, and incorri^bie 



(( 
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** iiifidel. The imams and Sheihs Will 
make tfite Mosques ring with our tri- 
vimph and At« disgrace; idiiie tbe 






** Nd^s, Whose Interest it is to follow «s, 
" aiSid Who would not venture, were thcjr 
** inclined, to censare us, will stir up the 
^' indlg;nation of tihfe Piiblic against tiua 
" Giatir by their periodical writings.** 

That these Imams redJy believed 
Abdallah to be an infidel ; and that Ihey 
thought his writings to be injurious to 
the sacred cause of Islamtsm, is scarcely 
to be doubted. It would be to suppose 
in them the basest hypocrisy, and thj 
foulest malignity, to imagine the re- 
Terse. In fact, to those who strictly 
followed the letter of tbe text, the ridi- 
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cule, which Abdallah had thrown on the 
literal sense, could appear as nothing 
else than as profane and indecorous. 
They believed that every Surah in the 
Koran had been communicated from 
above; and they contended^ that the 
most obvious must always be the truest 
sense. God commanded the &ithful to 
massacre the whole race of unbelievers, 
and to seize their possessions* This is 
positively stated in the sacred book; 
and he must be little better than an 
Atheist, said the zealous Mollahs, who 
would presume to hold, that this lan« 
guage is figurative and allegorical. 

Having decided then that Abdallah 
was to be denounced as a Giaur, the 
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two hnams 6id not consider it as^ neces» 
saty to be either very attentive to can-' 
dour, or very scrupulons. about fairness^) 
in their mode of attack. Oi-Dmlehjwsi 
Hogia to the Ulemah, cqnducted the 
process. He issued a fulminating manU 
festo against- the astonished Efiendi-^ 
accused him of denying Mahomet to be 
the Prophet- of God — declared him to 
be a blasphemer r— charged him with 
reviling the holy Koran — called him a 
Giaur, and treated him like a dog. The 
people of Constantinople are, as well as 
the inhabitants of some other great 
cities, extremely fond of a little scan- 
dal; and are always ready to receive 
impressions unfavourable to those who 
have obtained any eminence amon^ 
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tbem. Of Abdallaby in^^> th^y \nfw. 
Vnth, ^r h« hftd UFed littlfi %9i^fig 
t^em ; but his Apostapy', though scaf^lj 
thP $iily^ of " a mnfi dajs wQRdor/* 
V4» soon propagated and heliev^ 
thFQvighevit the pity, with ipapy in?- 
prqvements a»d additions. It was qpw 
j^ngdmitly r^)eFt^, that he Ui%d a§ 
usual during the i(a}|iif^a?sr— that he 
drank, the wines of Cyprus -rr and (|»ro^ 
pudor!) frequently diqed on the ^fsh 
of « the black beast." 

The friends of Abdallah in vain euf 
deavoured to st^m the torrent. At 
length one of then) wrote and published 
,an answer tP Ge-Douieh, He admitted 
that the Efiendi had ridiculed the literal 
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mterpretatipn of some passages in the 
^pr4f^; l?ut he deoied that a»y irrw*-* 
i:;ent expression could be applied to that 
^qIj book it^df ; and he severely com- 
muted on the conduct of the ffogia, 
vho had traduced Abdallah as a Gidur, 
without beicig able to produce a single 
p^sage which could prove him to die* 
believe in the mission of Mahomet, or 
in tb^ revelation communicated to the 
world by that Prophet. He insisted 
upon the right, which eveiy man ought 
to possess, of giving that sense to the 
sacred writings, which seems best, to his 
own re^ispon, and most satisfactpry to 
his own conscience, provided that he 
thereby imputed nothing to the inspired 
author, which might be unworthy of his 

c 2 
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sanctified character. The advocate of 
Abdallah contended that the scheme of 
his client, whether erroneous, or not, in 
its details, contained nothing that was 
derogatory from the majesty of t4ie 
Creator, and nothing that was unbe- 
coming of the holiness of the Prophet. 
Those who are really GiaurSy he argued, 
deny the divine inspiration of the Koran^ 
because they take it according to its 
literal sense, and then assert that they 
find things in it, which they cannot 
reconcile to the justice and mercy of the 
universal Father of the human - rac6.' 
Is he to be branded as an infidel, as an 
apostate, nay, even as an atheist, who 
says, that when he meets with such pas- 



N 



sages as embiarirass his reason, andseen$ \ 
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^sbntraiy to all his notions of the divine 
perfection, he thinks it idle, or worse 
than idle, to sphere to the literal mean- 
ing? Ah4allah, continued his advocate, 
has always endeavoured, in his. explana-r 
tions of sudi parts of the Koran as he 
believed to be really allegorical, to give 
a.aense to them suitable to his humble 
ideas of the goodness and greatness of 
God. Fbr this you would drive him 
from the world as a vile Giaur, and as 
9n uaprincipled renegado ! If it must 
be so, Abdallah will not repine — he 
will submit to his doom ; and will still 
repeat in his solitude, ** Allah is just,'* 

When this vindication of the £fiendi 
appeared, some of the Ulemah b^an to 
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think that hie had been rathei" h^rshfy 
tfi^ted. But there are certain cases ia 
^hlch it Would seem, that accusation 
Aad cohdetnnation are synonymous 
terms. The more moderate and en- 
lighteh^ members of the tJlemiih wert 
Compelled to 1}e silent» An Emir had 
iiearly hstd his green turban fulled irdm 
his head for Extenuating thfe conduct Of 
the reputed infidel. Some MoUahs, who 
could not tie^d his book, loaded the name 
of Abdallah with the bitterest and most 
insulting Epithets. — The Neipa and 
imams wrote long afad aiigry diatHbies 
against him. — None of these censors 
would even mention the vindication 
Which had been made fat him-^knd 
^e^Omteki a^ a ffevrattl foi- hU piety. 
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his t^\, his charity, and his fairness, 
and as an encouragement to all others 
Who might he iiiclihed to p^fsetuU 
^iauri-^ij^<-Dotileh WAS raised t& th6 
rank of Sheikf or Chaplain, to the 
XSfrahd Mufti hibiself t 

But though flatter^ by this mark df 
distinction, yet the Hogla could not 
%dsily foi'getj ot forgive, the vindication 
Which had appeared in favour of Abdal- 
Udi. Hid pride was deeply Wounded by 
sdiiae expressions^ rather indicative of 
conteMkpt towards himself, which had 
be^n empli»yfed by the author of the 
filldication4 Impressed with the idea, 
that this i4adicatioa bad proceeded 
&om &e p^ of Abdallah; (ha tiogiA 
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soon determined on his plan pf revengo. 
He had already persuaded the Public, 
ihat his- adyersapjr was a Qiat^r; and 
while this persuasion existed, Ge-Dour 
ieh knew, ' that he might safely procieed 
to assail the moral and the literary 
character of his foe. He was well aware 
of Hx^ mode, in which his firieqd^ the 
NHps would dispose of ^ny justification 
which could appear in favour of ao 
accused Giaur, ^ Another, and a' longer 
manifesto than the .former, was vf>w 
issued i^inst Abdallah by the implaca* 
ble Hogia, He took little pptic^ of the 
defence which had been mude for th^ 
Sfifendi, and attempted not to * ans«>er 
the anonymious author, who had repel- 
led his ac!CU9«LtiiJns with the indignatiop 
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''Which - their injustice warranted. He 
tamely submitted to the severe rq[>roofs, 
nrluch he had received from a writer^ 
who pleaded'tn behalf of an injured and 
calunmiated individual ; and he pro- 
ceeded to the humane and charitable 
woric of destropng, as far ashis means 
e&aUed him, the credit of that same 
individual for .truth, for honesty, for 
£ilents, and for knowledge^ Abdallah, 
accused of infidelity, - was not to be 
heatdj whilev through his advocate^ he 
denied the chaise to be proved; and his 
accuser, who was also his judge, passed 
saitenceupon him, from which, in the 
opinion of Ge-Douleh, there lay no 
appeal. According to him, it became all 
the faithful to be assured, that Afodallah 
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was a CHaur, equally Vain ftnd stupid ; 
and not to doubt, since it was avetred 
by the Uogia himself, ^at the prtwfe 
adduced of the falsehood, impudence, 
and ignbiiince of this Ginur were incon- 
testable, 'tliere could be, of, at least, 
therfe ought to be no dispute about the 
toiatter, t^peated a few setvile Sheiks, 
since 6e-Douleh tells us, (and who shall 
Question his authority ?) that AbdaUah 
cannot read the Arabic any more than 
ourselves, and that he ii» d dunce, a fool, 
and a liar. 

The friends of Abdallilh were not 
ihtimidated by the abusive add oppro- 
brious terms ^^^hich the Hegia, with so 
little decency^ had applied to him. 
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They carefully exainined these charges 
of lalsehdod aild ignorance, and the 
proofs which were brought in support 
df iheth. Theit indignation ^as only 
eur^^d by their astonishment, when 
they discovered, thai alfhost Ml .the s^e« 
dfic testimonies adduced agaltist AbdaU 
lati betrayed either the most barefaced 
injustice, or the grossest ignorance, ott 
the ]?ali of his accuser. The advocate, 
who had fbtinerly writteh in defence of 
the Efiendi, again took up his pen. He 
has followed the Hogia through the first 
hundred pages of his Scurrilous mani- 
^toj and in only one or two exam- 
ples, out of the veiy long catalogue of 
charges, does he admit this self-import- 
int personage to be exactly correct, in 
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.many instances he affinns and proves^ 
that Ge-Deuleh betrays the most con- 
temptible' ignorance, minted indeed 
•i#ith the- most consummate arrogance. 
This advocate does not mean to stop. 
He hasfpund the subsequent part of the 
accuser's manifesto to be as weak and as 
nnjust as the commencement ; but he 
has judged it expedient to lose no time 
in pubHshing what he has already writ- 
ten in defence of his. injured friend. 

But while Abdallah has thus been 
traduced, calumniated, and vilified by 
an ignorant accuser, this accuser has 
been promoted for his pious zeal to the 
rank of Sheik to the ixrand M^ftu 
This liast personage is' esteemed for his 
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virtues; but it lias never been:surmised,' 
that he was an adept in the Arabic lan«. 
guage; and some people have:expi3ess^ 
Aeir wonder that he should^have given 
so decided a proof of his opinioa.on :a: 
subject, which has much mlbre to dot 
with ^ammatical skill' in the dialect'.o£ 
the Koreisk, than with the doctrines.of 
Mahomet. If, however, the present 
Ulemahf the most learned and enlight- 
ened body of men in*, the r Ottoman 
empire, wish to behold at their head a 
Mussulman with a brazen front and an 
iron heart, and can desire to witness a 
renovation of that ferocious and intole- 
rant bigotry, which characterised their 
unlettered ancestors, they will rejoice at 
the advancement of the Wogia. Who 
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can doubt, that, if the Mullahs and 
Imtma should wi$h it, which* however, 
ve think not very likely, the ignorant 
and bigoted Gf^-Don^A may, at length, 
become their chief, and may one day 
exercise, to the terror of the Qiaurst 
the formidable powers of the Gr^nd 
Muftif who wears the lai^est turban in 
Constaptinople, and who is the only 
person in the Empire whom the.Com-« 
mander of the Faithful rises to receive. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



The waAiio€ oi the (EdipM Ju(ku€^^ 
of hb firiandfi as may poftsese that work^ to be so 
obliging as to place this leaf in it, and to ipake the 
following corrections. 

The definition of tlie vmsA paranatdUm^ at piige 
xxviL, has been found imperfect, or, at least, obscure. 
The following is proposed in its place : 

An extra-zodiacal constellation may be denominated 
the paranatellon of a sign under four different circum- 
stances: 

1. Any constellation aiising from the horizon be- 
side a sign, may be denominated its paranatellon* 

2. A constellation rising along with a si^ to the 
meridian, may be called its paranatellon* 

S. A constellation may be also termed the parana- 
tellon of a sign, when it rises opposite to it 
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4. This name may be given to a constellation 
rising to the meridian, directly opposite to the sign. 

At p. 37. at the words ^'Perhi4)s the allusion/' 
&c.— please to read the sentence as follows: ** Per- 
haps the allusion may be to Centaurus^ followed in 
his descent by Scorpius and the Adder his concomit- 
ant ; but the allusion will also apply to Hydra, which 
sets with CentauruSy a paranatellon of Scorpius. At 
etum Centaurus occidit cum Hydra. Utg. 

This last sentence was mutilated by the omission 
of some words in transcribing it from the original 
copy, which the author has beside him. 
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LETTER L 



SIR, 

Anothbr work of yours upon 
the (Edipui Judaicus was announced as being 
already in the ptess about the beginning of the 
month of February last; but I am informed, that 
tbis woric was not published until the commence- 
ment of the present month of May. As the 
mountain i^peared to be rather longer in labour 
than: might lave been expected, I began to hu 
that some unlucky accident had befallen the 
little mouse. My solicitude, however, has been 
removed within these few days by the kindnesr 
of a friend, who has remitted to me your ^^ Re- 
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'^ marks on Sir William Drummon^'s (Edipui 
" Judaicus^'^ being a Sequel to your Letters, &c. 

I had the honour of finishing my last letter 

to you, Sir, by advising you " to preach your doc- 

^^ trines to those who would listen to them, and 
" to keep your abuse for those who would care 

" for it" To part of this advice you have 
attended, in 8a mudi as you ftave ceased to ad- 
dress y«iir^d£ ditectly to fiir W. Drainmond ; 
faiflit »9 fur from cdmplyiDg with the latter part of 
my' eihofftaitidn, you hav^ s|)oken^tfaat Qen-^ 
tlemaa in language yot move scurrilous ai^ 
vulgar ia. yout ^^ Rematks^" than in your 
'^ Lttt€ff$." Why m pwson, who hokla the si* 
t^ut^ion ei ^^ Ckr&U&B Advoeale in Uie Univiv^ 
^< mty <>f Canilmdg6>" aliouhl fasve reoewse to 
tjbe lowest and grossest abuse in attacking aii^ 
•dvjelniiieyi. it is not for me to inqinrec Thia is, 
ii»(ked,;m questadnof iute, tt prbpriety, or of 
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praden<ie> which (^vety writeir wiH decide ft* 
himself; baf I must obnerve, that intfalt and in* 
teciive were not the weapons which th^ f]^fattdk 
tire christians were directed to employ againnC 
their opponents. They Were forbiddeir to reTile 
their enemies. Their religion breathed notUn^ 
bat peace, meekness, homility, aiid charity.*^ 
But yon, Shr, will perhaps tell me With the phy*' 
sician in MoHere,-^--iioiit avcns chang6 kmt c^ 

B^re I prttecd to n more purtictdar ex* 
aiinatkm of thi^ new Wori^ which jtoa felat^ 
pnblished against Sir W. 0. 1 nnst nlitke a few 
observations on the exfraordinary pin* whieh 
yon hate parsned, and which does not evince 
either all the casdomr, or all the courage, wl^ 
might ha^re been expected in a professed cbam^ 
pion of the Cfantch. To the Letters wfa&ch I 
addressed to you last year, you have made no 
reply^ except Tei^ briefly on two or three points^ 

b2 
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to which I shall have occasion to advert be^ie* 
after. - Now, Sir/ in those Letters you were 
charged with having grossfy calumniated an 
individual, and with haviog, in many and various 
instances^ mistated and misrepresented the 
meaning of your adversary. You were bearded 
on ycmr own grounds of theolc^, and accused 
of having explained some passages in the 
Scriptures most absurdly a^d most igmnrantly. 
It was even very broadly hinted to you, that 
some of your explanations went to the suj^rt 
of heretical opinions. Witness your maintain* 
ing that the af^pearance ofith^ three Shlachim 
to AbnAiMQ (Gen. scviiL) was not reaUy the 
appearance of the triune Jehovah ; and that the 
Melach^ehovaA, who appeared to Moses in the 
burning bush, was only an angel, and not the 
lidrd himself *« Assui^dly, Sir, the Socinians 

* D'Ojley's Leiip^f^ p. 41. 
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will thank you for thus lending aid to tlieir causes 
Yaa hwe seen all the cavils, which you bad m«r-^ 
shalled against your adversary, repelled and 
baffled — your bigoted and narrow-minded no- 
tions exposed and ridiculed — your grovelling 
courrilities treated with the contempt winch they 
merited-^our malicious accusations proved to. 
be falser-ryour attempts at Toasoning, not upon 
a few, but upon oiany topics, shewn^ to be ab- 
surd and eontemptible-r-and your answer to all 
this is confiped to two or three points, and to 
about haIf-a-<lo9en pages in a volume, wfaieli 
t^Mitains more than two hundred! Questions 
were lefl'for you to solve, not <mly with respect 
to the consistency, but with respect to the vera^^ 
dty of several cS your statements — and on 
aU^ost all. of these questions you are silent ! 
You find it convenient to abandon the field to 
Vindexy and to commence a fresh attack upon 
Sir W. D. on other grounds of controversy. But, 
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Sir^tbeeimrgeiprefanrodagaiitttym Vmdem 
are too grave to be tbw lightly passed orec 
Yon were accused, and at great lengtbi of hav* 
ing malickmaly calumniated an individual — <^ 
having attributed to him a system of infidelity 
which is not even to be found in the bode which 
you so kmdly censure — and of having, by gross 
misrepresentations, and a great deal of dirty 
cavilling, endeavoured to destroy Us character 
as a man of honour. I believe that most men, 
and certainly every man who bad right feelings, 
would have thought^t incumbent cm them ftilly 
to meet such charges, before they commenced 
any new attempt to take away the moral ex- 
istence of a fellow creature. Happily for Sir 
W. D»f and I auapect for some others, the power 
in you is not waiting on the will to do mischief. 

You will ficmrcdy venture, Sir, to assert 
that yon thought yourself at liberty to take so 
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little notioeof my Letters, because tliey came 
iiom an anonymous 'vrriter. Yoo, indeed, 
tell 11B in your Pre&ce, that you ate assmred 
tbat this anonymons writer is Sir W. D; 
himself. Whether you have been qu^ ao^o- 
lately informed on this subject, or not, is itttie 
to the purpose. If ever ysu idlacked Sir W. 
D. agiun, yott were bound by every principle 
of justice and honour folly to meet my defence 
of that gentleman. It signifies not, Sir^ who 
I am. That ^^ Vmdea^ had giT^ you some 
^^ hard hits,** was the expressipii of a very 
learned man of yeur own Profession •— That 
you have been long sore jQx)m these hits is 
pretty evident from the increased malignity 
widi which you now write against Sir W. D* 
whom you suppose to be the author of these 
liCtters — ^That you shall have a few more hits, 
aad hard ones too, before I have done with 
you, I give you, Sir, my very sincere promise. 
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As jMi have thus in so dartardly a manner 
slirunk from the coirtest with me, and have again 
attacked Sir W. D. without venturing to give 
aknort any reply to his advocate, I might, pern 
Imps, have been eamly excused if I bad left you 
to write dull libels o^inst him until you were 
tired. Indeed, the many proofs which you have 
given of your gross ignorance in your IsMst boo]( 
would have secured you from any further ncrtice 
from ine, if I had not deemed it expedient to 
rebuke the spirit of malice which lies lurking 
under the hypocritical cant of the ^' Christian 
<^ Advocate." It becomes necessary to toucli 
the toad wjth the spear of IthurieL 

In the year 1811 Sir W. D. wrote a few 
treatises, in which he endeavoured to explain 
$ome parts of the Old Testament, by supposing 
them to be allegorical histories. He had many 
discuissions with his friends on the subject ; and 
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iaX length he detennioed ta have Ills dissettatioiii 
prioted^ in order that they might have an oppcnC 
tunity of judging more clearly of hk notions. 
He had written his bo<^ with the confidciK^, 
and perhaps in some instances with the nnguard- 
edness, of a man who addresses a private and 
well known circle* He spoke freely his opinions 
of the literal interpretation of what he conii<? 
dered to be really meant for allegories. A c^r^ 
tain number of copies of his wcnrk was given to 
his friends ; nor did ^e author imagine, that his 
book would ever excite attention much beyond 
the narrow circle for which it was written* 

Y<my Sir, had possibly heard, that Sir W. D. 
was a man^ who dared to think for himself; 
without the hi^ authority of the Christiaii 
Advocate in the University of Cambridge. You 
contrived (you best know how) to get possession 
of a copy of the (Mdijm$ Judaicus ; and your 
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•dfiijb poUoy Mcm poiated <3mk to you the ad?aa» 
tagim which yon might obtatn far yonxp owa 
pcirate views and iaterests as a priest^ by raising 
tfelK>wlt>f bigotry againrt a man who possessed 
seme share of re{mtatioii in the literary world. 
Tbmvb were, isdeed, scmie difficulties which 
stood in yonr way» The victim, whom you 
intended to immolate to selfishness and intere^ 
had done nothing to make himself amenable to 
the pafalic tribunal. The author of the (EdipM 
Jmdaicui had not published his volume. He 
bad expressly declared, that it was printed for 
the perusal ctf a namow circle. Nay more, there 
was not a word said in the whole work against 
Uie Christian Revelation. Some ridicide was 
thrown upon the literal interpretation of some 
parts of the Old Testamoit as opposed to the 
allegorical, and the rest of the work was em*« 
ployed in discussing the natnre and object of the 
allegories iatooduced by the sacred writers for 
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tile ymett purposes. Bat tiiese yr&te obstedes, 
that were to be easily removed l^ a msu of 
your address. You took it for granted that the 
book was published — ^you accused the author of 
libelling the Clergy— *and you charged him with 
teaching the same doctrines as Pupuis, who 
denied that Jesus Christ ever existed After 
this. Sir, it was easy for you to do any thing ; 
add that you should employ against the author 
the powers of that Billingsgate eloquence whidi 
you so eminently possess, could no l(»iger excite 
his wonder. 

It was upon this occasion, Sir, that I stepped 
forwards in d^snce of Sir W. D. ; and that I 
strongly remonstrated against your malicious 
misrepresentations of an unpublished book. The 
objeet of your Letters was evidentiy to destroy 
the chajracter of Sir W. D. as a man, who pos* 
sessed any principles eithte of religion, or c^ 
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common honesty ; and, in «o doing, to obtain 
credit to yourself for bringing so heinous a crimi-' 
nal before the bar of the Public. There are 
certain zealots of your own order, who, you 
were sure, would join you. The author of the 
CEdipus Judaieus had sneered at the bigots of 
the present times ; and you accused him of 
sneering at the Clergy. This was enough for 
some hot*heade4 men, who had never seen his 
book; and the cry of scandal wm quickly raised 
against him. Far be it from nje, Sir, to justify 
any man, who could speak disrespectfully of the 
Clergy of the Church of England in general. 
A {nore learned body of men existfi not in the 
world ; but that there are some bigots to be 
found in this nupierous and. respectable body, I 
CBXk condemn no man for believing. I should 
have been the first to have censured the author;^ 
if he had spoken irreverently of. the CWgy; 
but there are individuals belonging tp their num; 
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het fw wliom, I avow, for my owa part, I caa 
nmtbev £;el^ nor pipfess responct Surely, Sir/ 
yoa would not expect me to esteem a maa 
nicely because h^ is a priest-^nd a priest too^ 
who is just what bift pride and his interest mcdca 
him-— a bully at Cambridge — a sycophant at 
Iianbeth — and a Tcurtvffe everywhere ! 

In my Liters addjrc^ssed to you, I defended 
IS^r W. D. as a man of honour ; and I prov^ 
to the ivorld thf^ ypu had most grossly misre-i 
presented his doctiines as being precisely those 
of Dupiiis, since Dupuis denied the truth of the 
Christian Reii^etation, and the author of the 
CEdUfMB JudaicM always speaks of that Reve- 
lation in terms of respect. I treated ypu, it i» 
true, as a meddlings officious, arrogant, and ra- 
ther ignorant bigot You deserved, and you 
met with, my coptempt I laughed in your face, 
and told you the trAith, My sneers at you reja- 
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defed y<m fmicms: you hare writfes another 
book agaiiurt Sir W.D. and as it is orach longer^ 
00 it 18 incomparably more vjolent, and more 
absurd than its predecessor. In your fiist pam<* 
phlet you ventured but a little way upon ^ 
grounds of philosophy, science, and learning. 
For philosophy, you, and many others, seem t6 
have some innate abhorrence; and, therefore, 
no man, who knows you, will expect yoo to dis- 
course with him upon general prutciples of 
reason. Your views are all partial and limited; 
You see the little world about you, and you are 
satisfied with your own knowledge. You sway 
the opinions of the vulgar ; and proscriptioii 
and persecution await the rash man, who dares 
to caM philosophy his counsellor, and reason 
his guide. With respect to the sciences^ no 
bigot ever really loved th^m. To schooMeam- 
ing, you render due homage. It keeps the mind 
off from speculations, which you fear and abhor. 
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With this Mit of kaming I know not, if you 
individually have had tauch to do; but the chirf 
design of your last book is to prove, that the 
author of the (Edipus Judaicus is as ignorant 
of Oriental learning, and of astronomical know- 
ledge, as I ventured to hint to you, you were 
yourseUl In the body of your last book the 
principal charges are directed against your ad- 
versary as aman of letters. You have deserted 
the main post, where you had stationed yourself 
before ; and now instead of infidelity we hear 
the ary of ignorance cluefly raised against us. 
Alas 1 Sir, though your opponent, yet I cannot 
hdp pitying you. How unlucky is the hour for 
the bigot, when he so £Gur forgets himself as to 
fight with any other instrument than the terrible 
wef^pon of his faith ! 

I am. Sir, 
Your most humble Servant, 

Afey im, ISIS* VINDEX. 
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SIR, 

Im your Prefiu^ to your last 
Kbel on theantbor of tbe (EtUpus Judaieu$yjWi 
iBferm yonrreader, *^ that it is still yoor opinjon, 
*^ that his i^an of converting into allegory the 
<^ hiih«rto*received histories contained in the 
^^ Hebrew Scriptures, is too obviously absurd to 
^^ be dbserving of any regular confutatk>n ; but 
^^ that astyon have considered a little more at- 
^teutively the several parts of his work, you 
^' have found) connected with his method of 
^* establishing his allegorical scheme, some 

c 
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^^ Statements and positions of a nature so strange 
'' and singular, that, in common justice to the 
^ causeof Scripture and of truth, they ought not 
^' to pass unnoticed**^ Yon add, '^ that it has 
^^ occurred to you, also, that his book is calcu- 
^^ lated, and seems intended by the author, to 
^^ produce an effect, by the weight rather of 
^^ authority than of argument; rather, bj im-^ 
^^ posing on the judgment of readers, than by 
^* con¥inciiig tbSir. linderstcUiding." You then 
pnx^^ to Qhsei;ve,.thalithe iEdtpm JndciimU 
^^ k a wQik cetteinlyiMvitten TidtbugsMtl 
^^ and appiurifUljf the finiit of ipmdigiow teiidi- 
<' :tionr-44bttt it wiUilMtfiFe thus ''xibtaiMa 4he 
<Vcfamfidttifiet)dr reddens in na (nrdtnary dc^nee, 
^ vlntil some reasons aee gtrea finr suspecting 
'' ito.aMthflti>f:iniBMilxacy''r^^ that ^now 
^ sul^ittiiig to the public sonie remits of your 
*^ iiqaineBf your .mistake^" ysu My, ^^wiU4)e 
^ great indebd, if yo« do not produce instaace^,' 
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^^ suffidieiitly nmnerons, of ignorance assuming 
^* tfce garb^df learnings of absurd and inconstis- 
^ t^nt attempts at reasoning, of disingenuous 
^ quotations, and of intrepid 31-grounded asser- 
f^> ticms, as to prove beyond all possibility of 
^^ doubt, that the author* is totaUy destitute of 
<< eyery quality, which should induce any consi- 
^ derate reader to place confidence in his autho- 
" rity.»* 

I can scarcely aUow myself, Sifi to take 
notice o^yoiur quibbling and inconsistent apology 
for writing a bbok againiit the authors pkn, 
while yoU'teH us m the same breath, that this 
'j4att ^ k too obviously absurd to be deserving 
'* of' Itny regular confutation.'' It must be evi- 
dent from: your own words, that your chief object 
« your last publication was to degrade Sir W. D, 
in the eyes of the worid as a H|fan of talents and 
learning. Before I conclude these Letters^ Sir, 

c2 
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my mistake will be great, if I do not prove, theit 
you are aitirely deficient in several d tfabse 
branches of learning, with which you so arro- 
gantly pretend to be conversant, and with which 
you ought to have been indeed well acquainted, 
before you charged Sir W. D. with ignorance. 
That he may have committed some mistakes, in 
taking so vast a range as he has done, he him- 
self has anticipated ; but unfortunately for you, 
Sir, your temerity has precipitated you into so 
many errors, as to show that you were utterly 
incompetent to accomplish the task which you 
had undertaken. You pretend, truly, that you 
wrote your last libel for the sake of truth, and 
in defence of the Scriptures. Credit Jmdmui I 
No, Sir. Y(m trusted, that ymir Letters would 
have sufficed to have destroyed the reputation of 
the (Edipu$ Judaums. Y<m fimnd yoursdf dis- 
appointed You atill met with persons, who 
spoke of it ^^ with admiration as a wmderfuMy 
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'^ clever boof Your pride was mortified ; and, 
without considering your means^ you sat down 
to prove to the world that it was in a mistake, 
and that this same (Edipus Juckncus, instead of 
being B^wonderfidhf clever book, was a icahder-^ 
Jiilfy stupid one ! Who shall dare to doubt, Sir, 
that you see further into a mill-stone than any 
bodyelse^ 

I come now to consider that part of your 
Preface, in which you honour me with your 
notice. ^^ It has been asserted broadly and 
" roundly," say you, " by an anonymous writer, 
'^ (who, I am informed, is no other than Sir 
*^ W. D. himself,) that I gave a false represen- 
^^ tation of the allegorical system, proposed in 
*^ the CBdymsJudaicusJ* Broadly and roundly. 
Sir, does the same writer repeat the same asser- 
tion. Yott observe, that ^^ while this charge is 
^ boldly made, it is not confirmed by tl^ adduc- 
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'^ tion of a liBgle instance ; tiiough jaa quoted 
^^ the author's very wonob, and refiNtred to his 
*^ pages." But, Sir, I have been accustomed to 
think, that there may he £emlts of ammion as 
well as of camfHmiot^ Does he fairly state 
another's reasoning, who mentions the ecmclu- 
w>ns, aiid leaves out the premises^? Is it candid, 
is it just, to profess to give an ac<iount of a 
system, and yet to preserve silei\ce on the whole 
reasoning, and on aU the principles, on which it 
is built? Would it be considered as Mr, if a 
writer, in eocplaining the system of Bericeley, 
were to state that that philosopher denied that 
there was heat in fire, or that his own body 
existed, without stating how the aulJbar explain- 
ed himself, and witiiout saying a word of the 
reasoning, by which he came to establish his 
theoiy ? It is true, that statements of this nature 
have been frequently made by those who assail- 
ed Berfcdiey's system ; and the vulgar have been 
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«itA J led to «Qitf)dttr t)ie doetifaieftdrilitA M» 
mmti9i^jnmB^w tfie raviogs^^ a nmrtniaiL 
Kit no fair repreMntation p£ any theory, or syt^ 
tem, can possibly be given, while the rea8<Miing 
and thei^ifdideson which it is fonnded are not 
&Uy bwiigbt into viefff. Yoy, Sir^ t(^ly neg« 
looted in yoiur Letten to take notice of the pre** 
limittaiy part of the dissertation te the Book of 
Joshua, when you gave yonY aeconnt of the 
author's systeoi* You stated some of the con- 
clusions to which he had afim^ but yoii said 
nothing of the reasoning from which he had 
drawn them. Yoii told your readers, that he 
consideied the Book of Joshua to be a string of 
agronomical allegories, rather than a true and 
connectad history ; but you did not say a word 
€i the axguments^ by which he had^ at great 
length, supported his hypothesis* Thus I main- 
tain, that you did ma giye a true representation 
0i the author's system, while ,yoi| mentioiied 
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Mme df the coMlwkms, to wlodi he liad Dome, 
^mnd finrgot to take notice irf* the premiseB, whenee 
he hml deduced them. 

You go mi, Sir, to make some fiirther <AMt- 
▼atk>ii8, which apf>ear to me to be rather extras 
ordinary. You say, that you ^^ defy any one to 
*^ comprehend clearly what Sir W. D. means ; 
'^ for I am sure,- you add, ^Vthat he has no 
<^ such clear comprehension of it himself; but 
^ of thi} I am perfidctly sure, that I endeavoured 
^^ to understand him rightly and to represent 
f< him fidrly." Thus you bravely undertake to 
endeavour to understand rightly, and to lepre* 
sent fiurly an author, whose meaning you defy 
any one clearly to comprehend. You then teU 
us, that in your present publication, you ^^ may 
^' have varied alittle your account of his i^go- 
'* rical scheme ; but since, amidst \ask contradio* 
^- tory and ipomsistent statements, you have 
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^^ been forced to proceed partly by eonjeetiire, 
^^ you know not that you have now come nearer 
^^ to what he calls his true meaning.'' In the 
«ame page you say, *^ it will be almost impossi- 
^^ ble to believe, that any man pai$e$9ed afreets 
^^ $on could write such matter as I shall qucrte." 

Now, Sir, allow me to ask you, whether yon 
believe, that any man, ^^ possessed of reason,'* 
«ver sat down before under such circumstances, 
to explain, or to give a statement of the system 
of another. .You tell us, thiU; you d^ any one 
dearly to understand the author's meaning — 
that he does not understand it himself— that 
though you may have varied a little in your 
account of his system, yet as you w^re finrced to 
proceed partly by conjecture, you know not that 
you have come nearer to what he calls his mean* 
ing than before — and that it vdll be scarce^ 
possible to believe;i that the matter vriuch yau 
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wUI have to quote could be.Mrritteii 1^ n mwi in 
hift senmi. So then in t}ie petfeot posseiskui <^ 
yoQT ami reason, you ptopoee to give an aocoiint 
of, and to refiite a syfitem, while you dedare,^ 
that the author's meaning is not clearly compre* 
heauaible to you, torbi&Melf» or W.any body else. 
Again I must ask, whether any man befine you 
ever sat down to write an apswer to a bpok under 
snch circumstances? You seriovsly undertake 
to state and refute (in a pamphl^ ootisisting of 
more than 200 page%) the system of an author, 
whose meakiing, aocording to you, nobody cap 
understand. You are to. bring the whole artilr 
lery of your logic to bear upon what you treat 
as a crazy dream— upon matter, which you tlnak 
it is almost impossible to believe could have 
been written by a mail, who was not out of his 
wits. Surely this is a most novel and sin^ilar 
method of endeavouring to enga^ the attentieii 
of readers ! You gravdiy propbse to tbem to 
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criticise and to condmnn a work, the meaning 
of wfaicb you defy them clearly tocemprehend. 
You are tp show them the &llacy oilhe anthot's 
listen, while you proceed hyconfecturey aiid 
do not know, that you lure neaMr his- meaning 
nowy than when you explained it Ibnnarly 19 
another way — and after all the troublei and ai} 
the uncertainty of this process, the matt^ to be 
«aminedhas, according to you, the appeannoe 
of having heen written by a person distracted. 
This is certainly a most inviting prospect to lay 
before your readers. It shows too clearly, how 
well you are acquainted with the arts of aUwe*- 
ment To re(]piest of the Public to lend you its 
attention thfou^ 200 pages, while yon com* 
ment on an author whose meaning, you say, is 
unintelligible, is a proof of modesty and good 
pense which has never been equalled by Jkhrti* 
HU$ Siriblerus IdmdeM 
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But) SiT) it is veiy provokiDg) as yon seem 
bitterly to have felt it, that with all this difficulty 
of comprehending his meaning, the author of 
the (Edipus Judaicus has still his admirers — 
persons who think that they understand his 
meaning, and who have had such inconceivable 
temerity as to praise his book in your presence. 
Permit me also to observe, that some censorious 
peo;^ may remark, that if the Christian Advo- 
cate at Cambridge employ his time in writing 
against an author, whose meaning cannot be 
divined? and whose matter of argument is only 
worthy of Bedlam, the office of this Christian 
Advocate is either very useless m itself, or is at 
present filled by a person who is very ignorant 
of the duties of his situation. 

In the course of these Letters, Sir, I shall 
have to convict you of much ignorance on sub« 
jects of literature and science ; but for my own 
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lake (if it ifrere for nothing eke) I shall ndt 
treat you ai» a madman. I could not excuse 
myself for impending so much time in criticising 
and attacking a writOT, whose meaning nobody 
could clearly com{Nrehend» and whose produc- 
tkms were the mere ravings of a distempered 
brain. But, Sir, I cannot help thinking, that 
the world will be a little apt to suspect your sin* 
eerity, while you a£kct to speak so very con^* 
temptuously of the CEdipus Judaicus. No man 
ev^r wrote two books against one, which he 
really despised. 

You next advert to the defence which has 
been made for Sir W. D. with respect to his 
religious opinions. You say, that it has been 
asserted, that Sir W. D; composed his book 
with views frigidly to revelation ; and you 
observe, that if he himself be a party to this 
asseveration^ he must surefy be considered aa 
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addinig usult to iajury. A long, vagtt^ miA 
tm^d tirade follows, in ntiaeik yoaaocineitker 
^ihir <)i iNurlesqumg'ther Scriptwes, and of 
iMramg the Bible Mto a n»ce.nias« of fiible and 
romanoe. Not a won), howeveri do yoa say m 
dbfim^er to the: views; whtclt I luKve stid?ed, Sir 
Wi D* might have had. No notice is taken by 
y0«.(woitlry man, Jind candid clmstiMi!) ofthd 
defen<;e which I made /for the authmr, when 1 
contenHed^r that a OMn might objeet to the Utmnd 
inieipretation of some parts of thfe Old Terta^ 
ment, without therefore meaning to de&me the 
character of the Bible itself. What is the state 
af the 4a$e? Sit W: D. understands noertain 
parts and passages in the. Old TestaaEieat in on* 
sens^, abd you understand thcAit in anothen 
He says, that by the allegorical interpretation 
the cduuractor of the Scriptiires is exalted ; : and 
holding that opinion, he; ridioda ^e Jitend 
uaterpretation ; bec&Me it mustfafei]^^, that to 
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Iflm: wlo brikffM Ae mie moA^ of h^riNretatioii 
tp be true, the other mode JBOit af^ew to be 
not onty ftMe> but Vidieulras; Yon- approve of 
t^ilt^Ealiiite(|MretiEti6n; midifyoaTMid'reMintdt 
jfowaelf to its defimce, andtoanaitaek^Uie 
allegoriool mode, no pers<m covld have «mk^ 
plained of your conduct But you were not to 
lie Mtu^ed YTfth iiwk ; Yoiuaiistetedtitet^our 
opfMeikt taras ft^ ittfidiL Whfxreibe ridiculed' 
thd UteraLineailing, yon accused him of ridi« 
duling^ibe^ word «f .Ood^r^lhe Bible ftself } -and 
kaffing'olieb ebarged Mnkititi^ iafideiity, yo» 
faieMr^yaur fkoffret.^^ Yod reiiled Iqp-in the 
eourseal tenn^^ asd in thiet nideit lahgaage, 
which bad' tliate imd bigotiy could raggesL 
Bat, ifiir^ ^oiar. vulgarify and flMdignibf sbifti not 
deter me Jrbm iakierlingt, that while Sir W. D: 
ridioidea^h^ tofWrnuBSBO^ ; aadf myt only 
mcjfsy Imi sfaowa^ i(aa 4n hiitiBlssertiitioio oii thc^ 
Temple^) that the allegorical interpretation 
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not admit your cbuge of infidelity againrt him, 
which you have urged for the sole {Hirpose of 
sjEmctaoning the eflbrts, wlnefa you are making 
to dertnty his reputation as a man of h^mour^ and 
a mm of letters. 

In your first libel you accused Sir W. D. of 
being the disciple of Dupuis, who denied that 
Jesus Christ was any thing else than a solar 
symixA, like Osiris, Mithras, Dionysus, &e. I 
denied on the part of Sir W. D. that he had 
taught SBJ such doctrine, or that in any part of 
his wovfc he had enqployedai^ term injurious to 
chnrtiani^« I remonstrated with you, at the 
i^ame tim^ fcr thus fidsely slandering your ad« 
versaiy ; but all that I have obtained from you ia 
what loughttohave expected -—another endea* 
wur to propagate the same calumny. Idtetha 
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following note ftom the tenth page di yonr 
Pre&ce: 

^' * I wish to direct the reader's attention 

^' to the folbwing passage of tl^CEe%nf<Jttcfoih 

^' eti»,p.368. The author, after staling that the 

^^ Bull was worshipped in India hmg after iT 

^^ ceased to be the ftrst of the signs^'says/ 'nor 

'^ is it less extraordinary that there have .been 

^ .perhaps more ad^6r«o/*lft^SWiimilm«, since 

'^ that constellation ceased to be the first of the 

^' signs, than th^ were before/ I had no con- 

<< ce|4ion what he could OMan I^ this sentence, 

^ till M. Dapois famished me with a oommen* 

/' taiy ; for M. Dnpnis infonns us in various 

<< passages, that ' Christ' is ' the Sun in Aries ;^ 

.^ and t^t Christiansof course are ' adorers of 

ft 
^* the Sun in Aries.' Ammig other instructive 

'^ passages to this effecti the reader may digest, 

^ as he can^ the foUowing : ^ D (le soleil) est 
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'^ aasito Christ, car Ckist a t6iis 1m tmte nltf^ 
'^ veilleux do Mithra, d'Osirii, &c On M 
^^ donne le surnom mystique de Bacchus Yjk, que 
f^ \bb Chi6tiaM Grecs mt alloiiga en Ti^ov^/ 
- (Orig.de tous les Cukes, v. iil p. 1&) Again^ 
^' ' L'agoem autarement dit Christ' (Id« iiL 64.) 
"^f If we BMut have infidel writers, how truly gnf- 
^' tifyiog it is to find them hokUug kaguage of 
^^ smoh portmtous absurdity.'' 

D'Oyley's iV^^me, X. 

Now, Su", I conclude that tibis is the prin<» 
jskpeX testimoi^) whidi you have, to adda^a^ m 
-order to prove, that Sir W. D. is aa infidel, who 
believes with Dufmis, that ""Christ is the Sun 
'f " in Ariea f bemuse it may be presumed^ tiiat 
if you had poaraMed other, or better proofi^you 
jwinild httve piaodueftd tlheifL I "mmXi b^waver, 
t^ybu^liiatthe passage wlueh you h«va.i)uqte!d 
rfcoi|i the fi5^fijpti« J^fiioibta.wfll.b^ara viry.dif- 
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to^it; and as I have the following explanation of. 
i^ from Sir W. D. himself, I^hall take theUberty 
oC trusting rather to his authority than- to that of 
thd mail, who libels him« The following is ap 
eRtraet of a letter from that gentleman : — 
' * ' • . " • 

^. ^ Tlw worship of the Snn in the sign of 
^^ Taurui appears to have been very general 
'^ both in l^ypt and in Asia. The symbol of 
'f. the Ood in Egypt was the Apii, or consecra- 
'f ted Ball. The priests oi Egypt were top well > 
'^ acquainted with astronomy not to know that 
^f the Son had passed into the constellation of 
'* ArieSj at the vernal equinor, long after the^ 
^. symbol of that luminary in the sign of Tauru$. 
^^ Gontinaed to be revered and adored by the. 
/! vulgar. In the Thebais, and at the Temple« 
*$ of Ammon, the Sun, under what had then be« 
H ^pe hb proper symbcd, (namely, that of a 

d2 
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" Ram,) was principally worshipped But this 
^* was by no means the case in other places. 
" You well know, that Ammon, whose image, 
^' with the horns of a Ram on his head, is men- 
^ tioned in Eusebius, was the symbol of the Son 
" in the sign of Aries. When Alexander tha 
" Great went into Egypt, he proceeded to the 
^^ Temple of Ammdn in the desart, and was 
^^ hailed by the priests as the son of their God. 
^^ From this time he assumed divine honors to 
^ himself, caused himself to be adored, and was 
^^ represented on some of his coins with the 
^^ horns of a Ram. In consequence of Alex- 
<< ander*s calling himself the son of Ammon, 
^^ and requiring to be worshipped as such, it is 
<' evident that, from this period, Ammon, or the 
^^ symbol of the Sun in Aries, would become 
'^ most extensively known, and probably most 
^^ generally adored thnmghout the whole extent 
'^ of the Macedonian Empife. Alexander pro* 
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^ claimed himself to be the son of Ammon 
*^ about 2145 years ago, and consequently just 
" after the time, when the Sun, at the vernal 
'^ equinox, had entered the constellation of 
'^ Pisces, and AH^s had ceased to be the first 
^^ of the signs. It appears highly probable, 
** therefore, that what I have stated is lustori«- 
^' cally true ; and that there really have been 
^' more adorers of the Sun in ArieSy since that 
^' constellation ceased to be the first of the signs, 
^' than there were before. I can find no traces 
^^ of the adoratipii of Animon, or of the solar 
" symbol of the Ram, before the time of Alex- 
'' ander, except in the Tbebais, and in the tern- 
^^ pie of the desalt visited by the Macedonian 
^^ conqueror; bu^ after he had declared himself 
" to be sprung firom Ammon, it may be fairly 
*^ presumed that the name of this symbol of 
f^ the ^un in the sigQ pf the Ram, became more 
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^ commonly known, and more generally wor^ 
** shipped^' 

Now, Sir, what becomes ef the mighly proof 
by winch you are to conviot Sb W. D. i)i liolifing 
mth Dupuis, that Chriist is the Stm in Aries t 
If you were puzzled by the sentence in questionj^ 
would It not have been natural f<^ you to have 
considered what events took place, just tffter 
the Sun at the equinox had quitted Aries ? You 
would hate found, that Alexander, by calling 
himself the (ion of Animon^ must have given 
universal celebrity to that symbol of the Sun in 
Aries, and you might have spared yourself the 
trouble of citing M. Dupuis, in whose works yoii 
are so well read. You iseem, indeed, to have 
been aware, that you could not support the 
chai^, when you accused the author of the' 
€Edipu$ JudoicM of teaching the same doc^ 
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Aenfbre, ym quickly qmt tlttd gMond. — But 
Ae ckatge was at all oTeuts to be made.-t— It 
would procurid as many enemies for Sir W« D. 
as there might be Christians who would give if 
credit 

You next j^noeeed to ask, even if it be 
allowed to Sir W. D. that he has applied na 
injurious term to Christianity, what conclusion 
is to be dmwnf The conclusion which you^ 
would wish to draw, is, that Sir W. D. ^^ thinks 
^ that he can spread his infidel notions with 
^^ more effect and success^ by assailing, in the 
^^ first instance, the Old Testament, instead of 
^* the New." " I leave the reader," say you, 
^^ to his own judgment ; only desiring him to 
^^ recollect that, if Sir W. D/s insinuations and 
^* asserti<ms respecting the Old Testament be 
<^ indeed well-founded, the Christian Evange-^ 
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'^ lists and Apostle have committed the groBwert 
^' errors ; have mistaken astronomical allegories 
'^ for real histories ; ^md have referred to books 
^^ of mere romance and feble, as to books which 
^^ claim divine autbwty for their unviixe4 
" trutL** 

Really, Sir, this is a pleasant way of leaving 
the reader to his own judgment ; and surely if 
all reasoning consisted in positive dogmatical 
assertions, there would be no man whose logic 
could be more convincing than yours. As I 
have many other questions to discuss with you, 
I shall for once adopt your style, and without . 
stopping to reason about the matter, shall tell 
you, that I defy you to prove from the New Tes- 
tament, that a considerable part of the histories 
related in the Pentateuch, and in the Books of 
Joshua and Judges, are not allegories^ That 
the putline of the history, ftom the calling of 
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Almthaiii, IS according to truth, the author of 
the (Edipus Judaiou$ does not deny ; while he 
argues that the early parts <^that history c<mtain, 
and are mingled with, much matter, that is 
merely typical, symbolical, and allegbricaL 
According to your sweeping sentence, no room 
is left for explaining the books in question by 
the help of allegory ; and he who adopts the 
alkgorical interpreti^n, imputes the grossest 
errors to the writers of the New Testament 
But this I dei^i and I maintain that those 
Fathers of the Church, who so frequently had 
recourse to the allegorical sjAstem, were, at lM$ty 
as fit judges^of the matter as you are, 

I come now, Sir, to consider the defence 
which you make for attacking an unpuUished^ 
book ; and I think youvlanguageupon thissubject 
showsyoutobeacompletedogmatist Youaffirmy 
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\kaX the (EdipM Jmkncu i$ published. Wfaa 
poUishedit? WaskevwadTertised? Wasite^ey 
to be had for salef Was it ever in the hands of « 
Bookseller? Does the author admits that he 
0rer intended it for poblicatkm ?r-*You say it If 
published in the contemplation of the law» 
What do yon know about law ? You say, thai 
file author (nrinted as large an edition ot hia 
hockf as if he had intended it for sale; and 
distributed his copies gratuitously, by meaM of 
himself, his printer, and the friends of botL 
Who would conceive from this statement what 
is the real truth? The whole number of copiea 
printed amounted to 350. Of these about 90 
copies (the author thinks) were given to his 
friends^ with most of whqm he had been con- 
versing on the subject of his speculations. Som^ 
of these copies were, however, certainly sent to 
other friend» with whom he had not any sucb 
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eonv^nmtioiis ; and it is even possible^ that We 
xft three copies may have been given away by the 
printer, ''th<mgh of this/' says Sir W. D./''Ihav^ 
^^ no^videHce.^ It is likewise to be observed^ that 
of these copies the greater number had- beeii 
ahready solicited by persons, who knew diat the 
book- was printings Soon after this period, thci 
book came to be more generally spoken of than 
flie author expected. Some copies, (beside^ 
tliose already mentioned,) perhaps a dozen, 
were at this time in the possession of a friend^ 
but the au^r requested of that friend to giv^ 
none of them away, without satisfying himself^ 
that this mark of confidence would not be 
abused; and he has every reason to believe 
that this injunction was attended to. From this 
period, no copies, the anther firmly believes, have 
been given away, except at the solicitation of 
those many respectable and learned persons, 
who have demanded them. Now, Sir, iioW,' 
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Wider these circumstances can you presume to 
say, diat the OSdipus Judaicus has been gratu* 
itonsly dittribnted — ^nay even thrust upon those 
who possess it 1 How can you venture to assert 
that this book' is published? The autbor, the 
prints, and the friends of both, will assert in 
contradiction to you^ that the whole bear- 
ing of your statement is erroneous. The 
CBdipus Judaicus did attract much curiosity. 
The printer will tell you, that in less than six 
months after it was printed, he wrote to the 
^author to inform him, that if it had been for 
sale he could have sold a thousand copies. 
What^as this saipe printer told you widnn this 
month, nearly two years from the time when 
the book was printed ? He has told you, (to 
your disgrace be it spoken,) that one hundred 
copies stiU remained in his hands. Two hun- 
dred and fifty copies of a book are printed. 
1^4 this book beeu for sale, i^ thqusan^ 
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copies, liad they existed, would have beetf 
floM in six months. One hundred and fift^ 
copies are only given away (far the greater 
portion having beefn solicited) in a space <tf 
about twenty months ; and yet you come for- 
ward, and charge the author with gratuitoiisly 
distributing, and industriously circulating his 
work I Is it really to be endured, in a country 
which calls itself free, that such a busy-body 
should think himself intitled, under such 
circumstances, to proclaim of hfe own autho* 
rity, Uiat a book is published, and then calunifr 
niate the author, the printer, and the friends, <rf 
both? 

But you do not stop here. ** To show,** say 
you, ^^ that there has been no undue backward- 
^^ ness in the distribution, I wish to state, that 
*^ the book has been in some instances returned 
'^ to the author, by persons to whom it had been 
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H:'m¥^oS6tiowikj sent" Now whaft ^oes Sk& 
WiUliam Dmmmond teU me? ^' If/' says he^. 
^f . the book had been in some instances returned 
^. to me, I must, I should think:, have known it» 
^.^. cud have received one, or oth^, of these re*. 
V tamed ccqpies. Indirectoontradiotianto Mi; 
^/ D'Oyley's statement, I declare to yofii «p(m. 
<^ my hcHior, that I have never beard of th€r 
<^ return of asingle copy of my book, and that 
^* no c§p!fka$ever been relurmd tQ me:' An^. 
swto thifl, Sir ; or acknowledge to the worlds 
that) if you did not invent, you have too rashlyi 
Irtptet^d, so ettoneous an opinion. 

I am, &c. 

VINDEJL 
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LETTER III. 



SIR, 

Thb first chapter of your last 
jbopk coatains your attack against Sif W. Drum<- 
mond's dissertation on the Book c^ Joshua. The 
aocounti which you give of his allegwical inter- 
jpretfttion^ diffcps from that contained in youf 
jLetters-^-an4 is more extended than your former 
^tement i^ but atiU you choose to suppress any 
mention of the reasoning, which the author em^ 
|doyedi apd upon which his system is built 
Your object in doin^ so is sufficiently obTJoua 
^be author is at ^eat pains to show^ that his 
interpretation accwds not only with probability^ 
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but answers well to the great purposes, which 
the sacred writers may have had in view. He 
contends, that these Mrriters desired to reclaim 
the Hebrews from idolatry — that all idolatry in 
those times consisted in the worship of the Sun, 
the Moon, and the Stars, and their symbols and 
images — that this pro&ne worship was inti« 
mately connected with a fidse system of astro- 
nomy^ — and that, therefore, it was extremely 
probable, that the errors of that astronomical 
system should be pointed out by those, who en- 
deavoured to recal the people from theur idola* 
trous practices. The author's reasoning upon 
this pomt, in the dissertation before us, is carried 
on for nearly forty pages; but has not been 
honored by your notice, as it might have led 
some persons to question, whether, or not, you 
were quite accurate in stating, that ^^ his prin- 
'^ cipal object must have been to degrade the 
** Bible in public estimation." 
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But there is, perblps^ another reason^ why 
you have chosen to take no notice of the preli^ 
minary reasoning contained in this dissertation. 
To the mass of readers, who may take up your 
book, it may be convenient to insinuate, tlnit yoor 
candor would have induced you to consider 
your opponent ^^ as laboring under a titeraty 
^^ luiwcy," if it had not been for certain ^^ blas^ 
^' phemous burlesque of the v^ words of Scrips 
/< tore which pervades Us prefoce^^* fhus you 
mfldly and charitablf leave it to your reiiders to 
believe, that you have proved Ae author of the 
fEdipuB Judaicus to be ^ther a hinatic, or a 
blasphemer ; and bb you carefiilly conceal the 
account, which he himself gives of his system, 
you can reckon comfortably enough on your own 
Buccess, in thus misrepresenting and libetting 
the writer of an unpublished work. Let me tell 
yon, however^ that tf thereby Aot spirit of finr^ 
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nt^ which I am persuaded exists in the public 
mindy yoor triumph wiil be short. Iiet any im* ; 
partial man of your dwn ptofession examine the* 
defencey which I made in my former Letters^ of 
the expressions to which you object as being? 
blasphemous, and then jud^^ whether, or not,> 
that defence should be passed over^ as if it had 
never been made. As for the charge of lunacy,' 
which you seem willing to bring against the' 
adithor, ttmay do for the yeiy lowest of the vul-^ 
gur, add for the maddest among mad bigots.-^-*' 
Th^ tesi of the world would only laugh at yott 
fi^r it, if it. were possible for us to retain oui 
l^Lopan nature, and at the same time laugh at the. 
4ark worlongs of revenge and malevolence* 

Ypu reject, if I understand you rightly, th&. 
allegorical int^rpretaticn of the Book of Joshua,; 
propps^ by the author ^ the (E'dipm Jndaicus,^ 
on the following ground*.: — 
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L The Scriptural books^ of which Vrb are 
treatiDg, (the Pentateuch, the Book of JoshuA, 
i&c.) have never before been considered as alle*- 
goricaL 

2. If the Book of Joshua be not admitted 
as a true history^ neither can the histories of the 
Greeks and Romans be allowed to be true ; and 
the history of the Peloponnesian war may be as 
jurtly suspected, as the history of the establish- 
ment of the Hebrews in the land of Canaan.* 

3. The author of the (Edipus Judaicus is 
utterly unable to render his aUegbrical scheme 

'' either clear, or consistent ; and wheu his pro- 
• posed alterations are introduced into the text, 
> the whole becomes a farrago of absurdity. 

4. The author of the (Edipus Judaicus is 
' grossly ignorant of the Hebrew. 

B 2 
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These, Sic > are, I think, the most prominent 
grounds, which you have taken. We shaU soon 
see, whether you will he rf)fe to keep them, or 
whether you will be driven back from them with 
disgrace. 

h You set out with stating, that the books m 

question were written, (according to what you 

believe to be the best authority,) above 3000 

.years ago; and you add, ^'wie have not the BMst 

^^ distant reason ibr thinking, tliat the idea of 

^^ considering these narratives to be allegorical, 

" wai^everconceivedbyanypersonsto whom they 

. ^^ have been known, Jews, ChristiaM, Mabome* 

. ^' tons, or Pagans, during any part of the 8000 

'^ years, be£>re the present time." SothenPhilo* 

Judeeus, the most learned of all the Jewish 

winters, and Origen, one of the most celebrated 

Fathers of the Christian Church, never disoover* 

cd that there \yas any thing allegorical in Ae 
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first Books of the OM Testameat* But this is 
so evidently sftid, in order to mislead nuleamed 
readers, that I shall take bo further notice of it. 
With the argament this has really little to do* 
If the notion were a new one^ which it is. not, its 
novelty could be no rational objection to it ; or, 
at least, no better than that which was urged by 
the bigots against the Copernican system. Your 
argHment plainly goes to this, that no o{Hnion of 
old standing, and which is generally received, 
ought to be disputed. The principle is the same 
with that upon which the inquisitors acted, 
when they sent Ghilileo to prison, for saying that 
the Earth tnrned round the Sun. Error may be 
moce difficult to detect, where it is aneient and 
general ; b«t in the eyes of the philosopher it 
win not, on that accouvt, be more respectable. 
Its Bovehy could be no just objection against 
the allegovical intetpretation, even if this mode 
of interpretatioB were new, which it is not ; but 
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I will confess, that, in recommending it^ the 
author of (he OSdipus Judaicus ought to have, 
recollected the apswer, which was given to a 
critic by the old monk, who was in the daily 
habit of reading mumpmmus for mmpwnw in 
hi&brev(aryf 

You employ one very curious argument to. 
prove, that these ancient books have always 
been considered as purely historical, without any 
mixture of allegory. ^^ The LXX, and other 
" translators of the Bible," say you, " believed 
^^ these nwratives to be historical, for they trans-f 
^^ late them in a way which leaves no possible 
" doubt of their ppinion." What is this way? 
They translate them, generally speaking, with 
fidelity. But how does this prove, that the 
I^KXy and other traiislators, did not consldw 
tljat the narratives in question were not mixed 
wjth allegories i They have translated Sdk>-!> 
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'mon's Song, and the Book 4>f Judith, as faith-^ 
fiiUy as the Pentateuch ; fttd yet the first of theM 
is an allegorical composition from bfeginning t6 
end, and the second is a mere fable. ' ' f 

Your appeal to the testimony of St Stephen 
and St Paul is nothing to the purpose, since f hat 
•testimony only proves that the general outline 
of the history is true, while it does not authorise 
tis to deny, that allegories were mingled with 
4be ancient narratives of the first sacred writer^ . 

2. But you contend, that if thi^ allegorical 
aystem can be applied to the Book of Joshua, 
•and if that Book be not admitted to conitain ja 
true narr^ttive, we may then dispute the truth qf 
any ancient history whatever. If the fietQt, (ydu 
argue,) that the Book of Jpshua has been, fpr 
^3000 yeafs admitted to be historical^ do not 
:prQy0,it to be such, vv^tprpc^ have we tliijtt 
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tbe writingt of Tluurjnlides convey a hutory <€ 
tiie PelopcNQn^ian war, or tliCNie of lAvy of the 
RraEiM state ? Wby^ ^ty my answer upmi this 
point will not detain me long. There is such a 
thing as internal evidence, to which I suppose 
eveiy critic is accuiAomad to look. In the 
writings of Tbucydides we find a narrative of 
events, which is generally consistent with proba^ 
bility. He makes no extravagant demands 
upon our imagination, at the expense pf our 
reason. He wrote of events which passed in 
his own time ; and his contemporaries were the 
judges of his accuracy. His history was not 
locked up. It was read by the most enlightened 
people of the world ; and their most celebrated 
prator is $aid to h^ve known it by heart. When 
1 turn to the pages of Livy, I find the case to be 
very different ; and there are parts <rf*his history, 
which I do not hesitate to reject as mere 
romance and fable. It fs teue, indeed, that as 
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tbe namthre of that great lustorian approacbM 
mora iieariy to his own time6> it beoomes giada«* 
ally marked with the character of truth ; hvA 
who can place much faith in the early chroniclei 
i^ Rome^ in which the boundaries between 
truth and fiction am often so indistinct, as to 
render it difficult, if not impossible, always t6 
realize them? The blame, however, is not 
with Livy. He reports the ancient traditions ; 
but he does not require us to believe, that Romu<» 
lus and Ramus were really suckled by a wolf, or 
ihat the Goddess Egeria paid nocturnal visits to 
Numa Pompilius. 

Thus the reader of the Greek and Roman 
historians exercises his judgment, and hesitates 
not to reject any tradition, which is contrary to 
probability, to experience, and to common 
sense. He may admit, that the general outline 
of Livy^i Histoiy of the Kings of Rome is con- 
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•onant with truth ; but he will scarcely aUo# 
himself to belkve, that Romulus was miracu-* 
lously translated to heaven, that a shower <^ 
stones fell upon mount Albanus in the reign of 
TuHus Hostilius^ and that a celestial voice was 
heard to issue from the grove on the summit of 
4hehiU- 

When we come to look to internal evidence 
for the truth' of tlie history <rf* the Book, of 
Joshua, we must confess that our path bi 
obstructed by some stumbling blocks of no 
ordinary magnitude. The walls of a fortified 
city are said to have fallen down in conse^ 
quence of a company of priests blowing (heir 
trumpets — ^The Sun and Moon are r^resented 
aK being made to stand still, and both at micl?- 
day, .aver a hill and a valley in Palestine, y^^ 
the Helnrews finished t^ieir work of carnage— 
-A numerous army, we are toW, was destroyed by 
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a shower of stones which fell from heaven— *aiid 
the all-just and merciful God is stated to have 
ordered the entire extirpation of seven nations, 
in wder to make room for the Israelites, who 
were commanded to butcher them, and seiza^ 
their property. Now, Sir, these accounts have 
appeared to various persons, (to some sincere^ 
Christians, I believe, as well as to Deists,) to 
he so monstrous and extravagant, as to induce 
them to call in question the authenticity of this* 
extracnrdinary history. They say that it is by 
die aid of reason, that they have proved to them- 
selves, that a Ood exists. Reason is then the 
very foundation of their religion ; and if Aef 
reject the use of reason, and admit as true what 
is absurd, or contradictory, or impossible, they^ 
destroy the basis upon which their beUef in a 
Deity is built If we once allow that religion 
and reason can be separated from each other, we 
iesign the only means by which man can distin- 
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gwrii between truth and fklsehood — between 
the religkm that is true, and the religion that is 
false. In foet, the person, who does not exercise 
the reason which Ood has given him in the gui- 
dance of his £^th, will be a Pagan, a Mahfrnietan^ 
a Christian, a Papist, a lAitheran, or a Cahdnist, 
M chance may direct, and as example may detOT«» 
mine. — ^For the religious ojnnions of how many 
millions can we safely answer by a r^nrence to 
gtogr^hy. Why, then, say these persons, wh^ 
deny the Book of Joshua to contain an authentic 
narrative of real events, will you insist on our 
giving up the use of our reason to such a points 
as to believe that impossibilities have tal^n 
place 1 It is a physical impossibility, that the 
Moon at mid-*day should be standing over a 
valley, in the vicini^ of which was a mountain 
over which the Sun was standing stilL It is a 
physical impossibility, that t)ie Sun could have 
stood still over any place in Palestine ; a lin^ 
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drawn firom the earth's centre to the Sun would 
{MM through no part of Jndea. Then it is evi« 
dent, that Joehua should have commanded the 
Earth to stand still, and not the 8tm~&c. &g. 

The duthor of the CEdipm JudmcuSy having 
had to reason with some of these perscms, and 
feeling that he could not argue for the existence 
of impossibilities, steps forward, and says, that 
tlie language of tUs book is allegomal, and 
^t to underBtaud it literally is not to do justice 
to its author, who probably wrote it for the pur- 
pose of instructing the Priests in some branches 
of learnings wUcfain Bgypt and in Chaldea were 
carefully concealed firom the Tulgar. You rush 
out upon him, accoutered in a lion's skin, and 
betray yourself by the clamor which you make. 
But I leare it to others to decide between the 
three parties, which are here in dispute. The 
first party holds^ that the Book of Joshua is not 
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a tme likrtoiy, bat a coUectkm of fabulous and 
4lbmrd tnditionflL — ^The seeond party devotes 
(he ftriit to tlie infiBnial ^abodes, and maintains 
tliat the Book in question is a true and authentic 
history, and that every Christian is bound to 
consider it as such. — ^The third, and smallest 
party denies that a Christian is bound to receive 
this Book as an authentic history ; admits thi^ 
some of the narratives c<»tained in it are absurd 
and Sftcsredible, if liAerally understood; but 
luBMri» that these narratives are chiefly allego^ 
jricai, and should not, therefore,, be interpreted 
according to the letter. Which of these modcjS 
cf conttdering the question is nftost agreeable te 
reason^ let the critics determine. 

Pour moi sor cette mer qu'id bfts nimi co«rsBS^ 
Je soDge i me pounroir d'ea^Rif et dVuojis,( 
A regler mes disirs, i pr^Tenir rorage^ 
£t sauver, s'il se peut, ma raison da D^afrage* 
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8. You, Sir, ore violently angry at tke idem 
of its being thought possible, that any part of 
the historical narrative in the Old Testament 
should be .considered ac^ bearing an allegorical 
dense. Upon, this. subject you seem to differ 
ftom Sit. Paid, who tells the Galatians, (c. iy.) 
that a vtaty remarkable part of that narrative k 
an allegcry. ^^ For it is written^ that Abrahani 
'^ had two sons ; the one by a bond-maid, the 
i^ pther by a free--W9maa*- But he who was of 
^ the bond^woonui was bmn after the flesh: 
^ but he of the free-woman was by promise^ 
^ Which things are ieoL aixsoory ; for these 
^^ are, the two covenants; the one firom the 
^' BMunt Sinai, which, gejidretli to bondage^ 
? which is. Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai 
^V in Arafada, and answerejth lo Jerusalem which 
^^ now is, and is in bpjidage with h^r childrei^ 
^> But Jerdsalein. which is above, i^ fr^, .whiot) 
1^ is^the i9<4her.Qf.i|9 all;' ISuoh ace^the wordf 
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«C St. 1^1) and yet you positively Msert that 
-we littTeiiorMsoii to thiftk, tbat the id^a of coii« 
sideriDg the historical narratives oontained in 
the Old TertaoMttt to be allegoriea), was ever 
ccmceived by any person before the prescoife 
tioie ! la how Hovaiiy instaacee aye we to fiiid» 
that thoQ^ the Obristian Advocate may have 
taken bis fee, he has forgotten his brief 9 

B«t according to y^n^ the scbease €( allege- 
rimg the Book of Joshua, profiosed by the author 
of the CEdipM JndakMy is most absurd and 
irrational, ^d weald render iholt Book a mere 
fitfrago of nonsMee. In order to eonvince your 
readers of the truth of this assertioft^ yon cite 
certain portions ftob the Book fai qiiecliDn, and 
then you repeat these portions^ cfawigiBg the 
p»^r names to the objects supposed by the 
mither to be genera% symbolised by these 
aaines. Thm you quote the forst wcnrds of the 
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Arst chapter — " Now after the death of Mioses 
/^ the servant of the Lord, it came to pass, that 
/^ the Lord spake unto Joshua, the soil of Nun, 
" Moses's minister, saying, Moses my servant is 
" dead : now, therefore, arise, go over this Jor- 
" dan, &c.'* For the purpose of showing that 
the astronomical objects^ supposed by the author 
of the CEdipiM Judaicus to be symbolized by 
many of the proper names in this Book, cannot 
be so understood, and that his explanations of 
them are totally absurd, you then write the 
words — " Now after the death of Moses, the 
/' servant of the Lord^ it came to pass that the 
'^ Lord spake unto the Sun in the sign of Aries, 
*/ (which constellation rises above the Whale,) 
'^ Moses's mimster, saying, Moses my servant 
^^ is dead : now, therefore, arise, go over this 
** ecliptic, &c." You add, " it may not be too 
'* much to say, that there never was a m<nre 
** complete fiurrago of absurdity.'' This, Sir, 
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shall be folly kdmitte'd to yon ; but wbeti you 
iasctib^ tftiS farrago io theuutho'r olf the iEd^pus 
Judaicugy you atitrrbute to him the precious 
Virorkmgs of your own brain ; Bti honor, which, 
lie ftssureS itfe, he mui^t dcfdtee accepting. 

1 have "been accustomed (o derive the word 
alUgofy from ctXKo dyopivuv^ and to firficy, that 
it Wa25 k figure of speech, by which "k wWter 
conveyed one meaning, while life ^6emed V 
'tondttnce another. It was, therfefore, irefclly 
In allegory, that the ¥*riests and Tliil6i^6-. 
'phdrs of antiquity, Who ivishM 16 V^il their 
Icnowledgeitnd mystical notions from the people, 
were generally in the halbit of speaking.-^ Alle- 
gory was the laiiguage of the dtittt/le doctrine — 
It cbfaVeyed the esdtedc sdnse t6 the leai^ed j 
While the ei6teric nieaniiigSvas aldne'ObvioUs to 
'^e riiiiltitude. It Was in this language, that 
the Priests of 'Chaldea and of TE^ypt, arid even 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



67 

Mine of die PhiloBophers of Greece (especialfy 
the Pytkag^^reaM), ^^ere accustomed to dis- 
course. These perwrns, mdeed, seem to baw 
commouly both written and spoken by the help 
of symbols, the tropical, the sBnigmatical, Ac. 
Allegory was the language of the Hicenician 
work of Sanchoniatho — Uiis ww the language 
of the Zenda^esta attributed to Zoroaflter — «f 
the books ascribed 4e Thoth — of tlie IndiaD 
Yedas — aztd, as iSse anther of the (Edipms 
Judiaicus thinks, of a considerable portMn of 
tiie Hebrew Scriptures. 

After knowledge came to be more generally 
diffused, this allegorical manner of speaking 
and writing — this mode of conveyingone sense . 
to a few, while another was understood by die 
multitude -~fioon fell into disuse. Allegory 
ceased to be employed, unless it were to ^n- 
bellish the style <tf the poet or the orator ; and 

F 2 
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tB taste improved, both writers and speakers 

-became more severe in their use of it. In 
ancient Egypt, and in Asia, allegory was really 
what its etymology shows it to have been first 

. considered by the Gjreeks — any mode of speak* 
ingi which conveyed another sense than that 
which was apparently expressed — which said 
one thing, and signified another ; but in modem 

.times the meaning of the word seems to be 
taken in a more Up^ted sense ; and our crities 

.gesieiBlly define allegory to be a continued 
metaphor, also limiting the sense of this last 
word, in a way that Aristotle would scarcely 

-have understood: ' 

But it must be plain, that those who wrote 
.ih- allegory according to its original sense^ aiul 
vwho made use of it in order to convey a certain 
' meaning to the learned, while they were telling 
.quite another stcwry to the multitude, would 
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employ only sucli hints and symbols^ as might 
be necessalry to their design. They would never 
suppose, that any person among the learned, to 
whom they intended to convey a secret meaning, 
would be quite so stupid and asinine, as to 
insist upon their ^ connecting the allegorical 
symbols by the help of the literal meaning ; and 
still less would they expect, that the thing sym- 
bolized should be put into. the place of the 
symbol, and then understood as forming part 
of the literal signification. Now, Sir, this is 
precisely what you have done. It happens, 
however, that no allegory could possibly stand 
such a test Let us begin by taking examples 
of this figure, when its limits became restricted, 
and when it may be properly defined a continued 
metaphor, 

O Na\is, referent So mare te noTi 
Fluctus : O quid agis? fortHer occupa 
Portum: nonne Tides, ut 
. NuduiQ remigip lataj, : . 
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Et malnf ederi tianoiut Afiricoy 
Anteoneqae genuuit ? ac sine funibiif 
Vix darare carina 

Pofsint imperiosios 
.£qaor? &c. 

Here a ship is the symbol, and the Roman 
Republic the thing symbolized. Write respub^ 
Uca for naviSf and Horace's Ode becomes non- 
sense from beginning to end. 

Ovid gives the following accomit of the 
rape of Proserpine; 

Perpetuam rtr est, qao dom Proserpina luco 
liudit, et ant Tiolas, ant Candida lilia carpit ; 
Damqne pndlari stadio calathosqne sinamqiie 
Implet, et aeqoales certat saperare legendo ; 
Pene simnl flsa est, dilectaqne, raptaque Diti. 

A learned writer, who agrees in this with 
most mythologists, tells os, that Pluto was the 
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type of ^he Wmter Sunj, imd that Proserpine 
ravished by Pluto means the corn which re« 
mains concealed during the Winter. But if 
you render Proserpine " con^" and Pluto " the 
" Winter Sun," in the verses just cited, you 
m\\ mi^e Oyid t^\k noi^ense^ and your under- 
graduf^tei^ will laugh in your fSEu;e. 

Dry^en writes, in an allegory which is not 
very we^ sust^ined^ 

^ ^l|L-^^|te fain^y immortal 9^^ uIlchl^lged^ 
Fed on the lawns, t)nd in the forests ranged. 

By this milk-white hind, it if well known, 
he typified the Church of Rome. What would 
become of poor Dryden, npf otl^erwise very 
^PP2F in hi9 fdlegory, if ^ve were to follow your 
Gi^ns pf pnti^ii^ yie n^ust then substitute 
the thwg «yix)^l)^ fo^r (h^ »yin|?p|, and co?i* 
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foimding the allegorical with the literal expres* 
sions, we must reieui — 

The Church of Rome^ immortal and ancbanged, 
Fed on the lawns, and in tbe forests ran|;ed. 

Thus, Sir, in these three examples you would 
perfectly succeed, in making Horace, Ovid, and 
Piyden, produce " a farrago of absurdity ;" — 
for it is cjuite certain, that Republics do not go 
to sea, either with, or without, oars, masts, or 
sails — that com does not gather flowers, and 
put them into baskets— that the Winter Sun 
does not fall in love, any more than the Summer 
Sun — and that Churches neither feed on lawns, 
nor range in forests ! 

It was the opinion of the great Bacon, that 

the mythological stories of the Pagan writers 

'were generally allegories. He led the way; 

' and has been followed by learned Europe in this 
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path, as well as in many others. It was, indeed,^ 
in the spirit of allegory, according to whicfa^ 
says Plutarch, ^^one thing is related, and anoth^ 
" thing is understood,'' that the Priests of Egypt 
taught their sublime theology. The Sun was 
considered by them as the type of the iU!tive — 
and the Earth as the type of the passive princi« 
pie in nature. The Moon, likewise, as receiv- 
ing her light from the Sun, and as being guided 
in her motions by a joint attraction, was anoth^ 
symbol of the passive principle. Hence, if we 
wish to comprehend the ancient mythdogists, 
we must ever keep in view their allegorical sys« 
tem. The day is past, when it was vainly pre- 
tended that Hero-worship was the origin of 
Pagan mythology. History, both sacred and 
profane, proves beyond a doubt, that the Tsa* 
foaists were the first idolators. Now let us turn 
to some of those mytholc^cal stories, which the 
Greeks obtained from Egypt and the East ; and 
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mythologists agree in referring this labor to the^ 
Sun's passage through the sign of Leo. The^ 
i^tory^ as collected from the ancients, may be 
summed up in a few words« ^^ The first labor 
^' imposed upon Hercules^ by Eurystheus, King 
^* of Argos, was to kill the Nemean Lion, which 
** infested the country near Mycetue, Hercules 
^' failed in killing the Lion with his arrows ; but 
^^ attacked him with his club ; and having pur-* 
*^ sued him to his den, throttled the monster 
*^ with his hands. He ciarried the dead animal 
^' to Mycence ; and ever after cloathed himself 
^^ with the skm of this tremendous wild beast" 
I take this, with little varialion, from a book just 
put into my hands by a school-boy, and which, I 
believe, is a very good one for him. But what 
will become of the mythologists in the eyes of 
the school-boy, if he apply to your canons of 
criticism ? This school-boy will infallibly de- 
^ide> that the mythologists ve all fools, or mady 
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. men. -^ According to your riiles, h!b will read tbb 

foregoing passage, as explained by the mydiola^ 

gists, in the following instractive manner. *-t- 

^* The first labor imposed upon the Sun^ by 

'<< Eurystheus, King of Argos, was to kill Afi 

^^ sign of Leoy which infested the country neair 

^^ Mycenae. Tlie Suh fitiled in killing the sign 

*^ of Leo with his arrows ; but attadlted it with 

^^ his club ; and having pursued it to its de^, 

^^ throttled the comtellatian with his hands. 

^^ The Sun carried the dead sign to Mycenea ; 

^^ and ever after cloathed himself with the skin 

^^ of this tremendous wild partition of the 

^<* zodiac/* The school-boy, (I suppose him a 

very young one), having thus assailed the my- 

thologists with weapons taken from your critical 

armoury, might exclaim with as much reason as 

youdo,*<Mt may not be too much to say, th|tt 

*^ there never was a more complete fisurrago pf 

J' absurdity thau this.'' The mythologist^ 
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}iawf^^ if diey deigned «e take noticed him, 
i»v<oiAd t^H the ceiicKil-bo^ tluit ibe fanrago was 
nf Ins Cfwu making — aad that by not knowii^ 
hbw to ^tinguish between what might be 
original, and what might be adventitious — 
*be«wwn wihat might bdong to aXl^ory, and 
wbcft might be superfaidHced by faUe and ro* 
matioe — 4n a word, between what wafi intended 
to instniot lixe kamedi and what was merely 
meant for^the amusement^ the vulgar ; he had 
coiifonnd^d ^ ^figuratiye and the literal mean- 
ings with each other; had jumbled the enig- 
matical ivilh the apparent sense ; and had 
Itftatly ffiistahen and uisconceiTed the su^eet. 
Iff Whitjhhe wassoperitypMtting. 

Satile(£viiig the uiTtbdbgyof.fhe Faffim,Ut 
m turn to the pages of the Holy BMl»le. H rSad 
that the eommentators haiw -net hesitated 4o 
•adwH, that this sacted fcook cotttoks many 
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Bllegcrtries. Thns the Sang of Smgs is gefieralw 
1y supposed to be tm allegory, descriptive of tke 
mystical luitioti, and like ineffable love, wkiek 
"exiiA betwe^ Christ atid hisOhnrch. Let ns 
IGJIld^ your plan, BJfidsirtmlitute the things sym«* 
bolized, whereve* the symbols occ«r, and wfe 
should render this Song of Songs, not only a 
lifrrago of abiMir^^, but an intolerable com-* 
:p(itakA of bla9{]^emy and indecency. But whijt 
^commentator would Idlow, thaft the things sym- 
bolized (Should be no mtroduced ; and then the 
meaning con^ttded in the literal s^nse? — It is 
a^€ied, that Chf ist is typified fay the lover, 
and the Chutdh by his spouse; — but what 
XTfadMifetn woidd tolelrate it, if we were to piit 
Christt'and the^Ohurch for the lover arid the 
'iipcNMe, add then attribute the wo^rds literal^ to 
"Ghridt and^he ChUKih, which are ediployed by 
•^ ldV4^r and the spouse ? By substituting that 
ivkidh is itymboliz^ for the symbol, p^ shdutd 
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.ttiake Chmt say, according to the Vulgate, 
Comedtte amiciy et bibite^ ei inebriammi dtarisH^ 
fnil and we should attribute the following 
words to the Church, Dilectus mens (i. e. ChrU^ 
iu$) muU manum mam perforameny et venter 
mem mtremuit ad factum ejus ! 

I have already quoted the words of St. Paul ; 
but I shall again repeat them. ^^ For it is written^ 
'^ that Abraham had two sons ; the one by 9, 
** bond-maid, the other by a free-woman« Bat 
^ he who was of the bo>nd-woman was born 
'^ after the flesh ; but he of the free- woman woiS 
^^ by promise. Which things are an allegoryi:; 
^^ for these are the two covenants ; the one from 
*' the inount Sinai, which gendreth tobondjag*, 
^' which is Agar. For this Agar is moiuit 
^^ Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusaleoi 
^^ which now is, and is in bondage with h«r 
'' childr^Qu Bat Jerusalem which is above, is 
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'f free, which is the mother of us all." (Gal^ 
ch. iv.) Now, Sir, what would becoipe of St* 
Paul's consistency, if your mode of criiicismg 
were leaUy legitimate ? X mamtaio^ that upon 
yomr principles, the Apostle has arendei^ the 
text of Moses "a ferrago of iahsuwUty." But 
let us take anothi^ specimen of the moAe, in 
which you would force uj^ tb^ wthw of the 
CSdifmi Jmdaicm a version of the Book c£ 
Joshua altogether extntTi^^aat and irrational. 
The text runs lifceralfy thus — '' And Joshua, the 
^^ son of Nun, ae^A out of fi^ttim two sien to 
^^ spy secretly, saying, go view the land, even 
^ Jericho ; and tiiey went, and came unto an 
'^ harlot's house, named Bahab, and lodged 
^^ there, &e." According to your scheme, of 
the value of wluch I have already given some 
proofs, y<m proceed to place the things symboti^*- 
edfor the symbols, and then to connect the 
aUegwical types by the literal sftewiing. You 
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con8iM}uentIy produce the following specimen 
of your ingenuity — "The Sun in Ariee sent 
" out <rf the heavens two men (meaning two 
^^ days added to the lunar months) to spy 
^* secretly, saying, go view the land, even the 
<* moon (or the lunar months) ; and they went, 
^' and came into an harlot^s house named 
*^ * Space^ or Latitude/ and lodged there, Ac." 
Now let us apply your critical text to the words 
• of St. Paul. The Apostle says clearly enough, 
that the narrative of Abraham's having had 
two sons by a bond-woman and by a free-woman, 

is an allegory ; — that these two sons are the two 
covenants; — that Agar, or Hagar, the bond- 
woman, is mount Sinai in Arabia, answering to 
the terrestrial Jerusalem; — and that Sarah, 
the free-wpman, is the heavenly Jerusalem, the 
mother of us all. This is, I think, distinctly 
enough the statement of St Paul ; and he makes 
a tmblifne allegory of the narrative in Genesis, 
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But now let vb &pply J^^ fairago-forcing 
"cygtem to the words of the Apostle of the 
Oentiles. 

Moses says (Gen. xxi) " And the Lord 
^ visited Sarah as he h^d said, and the Lord 
'^ did unto Sarah as he had spoken. For Samh 
*^ conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old 
*^ age, &c." " And Abraham circumcised his 
** son Isaac being eight days old, &c." " And 
^ Sarah said^ God hath made me to launch, so 
^^ that all that hear will laugh with me: and she 
" said, who would have said unto Abraham, 
'^ that Sarah should have given children to 
" suck? &c.'' " And the child grew, and was 
" weaned, &c." " And Sarah saw the son of 
" Hagar the Egyptian, which she had borne 
" unto Abraham, mocking. Wherefore she 
" said unto Abraham, cast out this bond- 
** woman^ &c." " And Abraham rose up early 

o 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



84 

" in the mormng, and took bread, and a bottle 
" of water, and gave it unto Hagar (putting it 
^^ on her shoulder) and the child, and «0At her 
** away, &c. &c." 

By the light of your luminous critioism, Sfr, 
jSt Paul must have read those words a^ follows, 
(just as certainly as the author of the CEdipm 
Judaicus must have read th^ Book of Joshua 
in the mode which you are pleased to prescribe 
to him.) 

" And the Lord visited Jerusalem tihick is 
/< abwe as he had said, and the Lord did unto 
" Jerusalem which is above as he had spoken. 
^' For Jerusalem ^hich is fli6we conceived, and 
^^ bare Abraham qtiie ofthf two Covenants ip his 
'' old age, &c." " And Abraham circumcised 
" this Covenant being eight days old, &c." 
f* And Jerusalem u>hich is above said, God hath 
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^^ made me to laugh, so that all that hear 
''will kuQgh with mb. And she said, who 
'' woulclhfive said uiitoAbfjtham, that /i?fifM/m 
'' which i$ abwe should haVe given yaun^ Cove-^ 
'' nants to suck? &c." '' And the young Cove-^ 
^ wmt grew, ffid was weatied^ ^." ^' And 
'^ Jeru$akm whuA is mbMt natr the Covemmt of 
^ MomtSiMiinAralm,and€m$weringtoJeru^ 
'' sakvk which now i$^ and ii m bondage, mock-< 
** ing. Whevefote she said unto Abraham^ 
'' Cast out Ms Mtmnt Sinai m Arabia, Ac." 
^' And Abraham rose up early in the morning, 
<^ and took teread, and a bottle of water, and 
'' gave it imto Mount Smai m Arabia (putting 
*' it on. Us shoidder) aad the young Covenant, 
'' and sent it awieiy, &c. &o." Ml 

Suek is the '' fieurrago of abtordity," whiefa, 
upon your prinoiples of critieism, must be im- 
puted to St Paul. If the test, by which yoa 
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would ti7 the allegories understood by the 
author of the CEd^pus Judatcus, be just, then 
this test applied to the words of St. Paul rende^r 
tliem altogether irrational — ^Festns was unques- 
tionably in the right ; and the Apostle may be 
pitied *^ as labouring under a Ktmuty lunacy." 
But I maintain, that this test of yours is altoge- 
ther false, and contrai^ to eveiy principle of 
sound criticism. A more miserable abortk>n, 
indeed, was never produced by an unlawful 
commerce between malice and dulness. 

4. You proceed in the next place to charge 
Sir W. D. with gross ignorance of the Hebrew. 
This, Sir, I think, will not be very easily credited 
by those, who know any thing either of him, <Mr of 
you. I cannot, indeed, quite comprehend, how 
ybii could venture upon such an accusation. 
You are yourself utterly igncnrant of the elements 
of Hebrew. . How then could you think of 
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imdertakiBg to criticise the labors of Sir W. D. 
in this department o( literature? Did you 
think, that your book would not be answered? 
Did you imagine, that your proofs would not be 
examined ? In order to show you, that I am not 
alone, in thinking thus contemptuously of your 
knowledge of Hebrew, I shall cite (with the 
permission of Sir W. D.) a few passages from a 
letter, lately addressed to him by one of the first 
Hetoew scholars in England* 

'^ On reading Mr. D'Oyley's second produc- 
'' tion/' says this gentleman to Sh- W. D., " I 
^* could not avoid feeling sensibly on your 
^' account, because he has forgotten what is due 
*' to the character of the Chmfton AdvoetOe, — 
^ thrown aside the mask €£ gentleman -^ and in 
^^ the most unqualified manner, altogether un« 
** merited, attacked you with all that bitterness 
^ of soul; which only characterises the sjnrits 
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*^ of Uie botWmleag pit : bat whea thia U dOMw 
'^ accompanied wiA the fno$tpr^aHmd ignorant 
^* of Heln'ewkanmji/ii IB sbof^mg and mi^^ 
^' aUe.'^ Siicl^ Sir, is the opiiiioA foimed of 
jou by this learned Helmulat 

. I shall prove to you in tto letter, that ^^n 
had better have taken the YuknU which I gaTO 
jov last year, aad ba¥e studied the Ormital 
languages before ycm attacked the author of the 
CEklipus Judaicus upon that subject Out of 
the vast numbw of vames explained in the ^ 
work, yow hai^e taken about a df aen exanples, 
in which you say the c^uthor has betrayed gvoss 
ignorance of the Hebrew^ Had the author 
reaUy been guilty of as many mistakes as you 
charge him witbi I should have taught it not 
altogether unpardonable in so Iwge a v^luwe \ 
but what will be thought of you, Sir, and of yom 
arroffant pretensions, when I shaii have proved, 
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m I certainly shall pco^ey tbat in most of thd 
iastancM you ave eatirely and palpably ia the 
iraoDg ? I shall follow you thiough eV^ry wordi 
aad shall sub}<Ha either my owa remariiS) or 
those of the Hebraist just mentioned, or those 
of Sir William Dnmnnond^ as I shall judge 
expedient 

1. The author of the (Edipu$ Jmdaien 
thinks, that the lunar crescent might sometimes 
be indicated by the word Otbeom^ ^^ though it 
^^ .might more commoidy mean the great oon* 
^ cave, the cope of heaveaiu" - He had pre&oed 
this hy saying, that ^^ it means any thing that is 
^' cttther €#fM»edr, or concave, or perfai^ps betteiv 
^^ any thing giibauB'^ Y9U observe on this^ 
that ^^ the deriTation of Oibeon, as a proper 
^^ mime of $ plaee, happens to be more obvious 
^^ than that of proper names in general The 
^^ Hebrew mot yia denotes convexity ; hence a 
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'^ hill, and a town placed on a hill, was called 
^^ Qibeon/' But you are guilty of a gross error^ 
in linsting the primitive sense of yn^ to ^' con-^ 
^ vexity." This wcNrd also denotes any tlnng 
hollow, or concave — ^hence nt2yo caps, or mitres^ 
(Exodus, xxix, 8.) — )r»a^, a cup, (Genesis, xliv, 
2.) pyn:) is the wcnrd VJOi with the intensitive ; 
and consequently signifies either a great convex^ 
ihfoxa great cancacitjf. It is not denied, that 
y33 or rather nyns signifies ahiU^ but this is in 
a seccmdary sense, as being convex. — Neither 
is it denied, that there was a town called 
Gibeon, which stood upon a hill. But the 
author of the (Edipm Jmdatcue is still correct in 
saying that Gibeon strictly means either a great 
convexity, or a great concavity ; and if, as he 
supposes, the words of Joshua were figurative 
and allegorical, ^^ Gibeon" may be rendered 
^^ the cope of heaven,'^ since it may be fSBoth- 
fully translated ^^ the great concave/' The 
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words of Joshtia are t- on pyan xo/tyo literally 
^^ Sttn stand still m Gibeon;'' or, as some 
think, " Sun be silent m Gibeon:'' Our trans- 
lators render the preposition 2 " upon/' — 
« Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon-" The 
LXX render the preposition by ** Kord*' — 
Jerome translates it by ^ contra;^* but in is the 
most commota and obvious sense/and would 
have been so rendered, it may be presumed, if 
the translators had not taken the literal meaning, 
and it would be rather too absurd to suppose, 
that Joshua desired the Sun to take up his 
idx>de for a day m the village called Gibeon. 
But take the figurative explanation given by the 
author of the CBdipus JudaicHs, and the prepo-** 
sition may retain its common meaning — ^^ Sun, 
" stand thou still in the cope of heaven.** (V.) 

2. " I have stated, that Ajalan signifies 
" a ram. Mr. I^Oyley says that this is directly 
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*^ contrary to &ct, and that he can meet with no^ 
'^ instance whatever of its bearing that meamng* 
^^ I should wish to ask this gentlemani whetlier 
'^ b^ be not traashited a ram^ (Gen« xxii^ 13.> 
^^ and whether p'rM be any thing else than i"^ 
" withanintensitive?" (W,D.)—SnrW. treats 
you too gently. If p>K bear a meaning at all, 
it may mean a ram^ or rather, a great rami 
because it must be ^ with the intensitive p; 
and b"^ has four significatumsi — 1. patutas, 
fartiiudOf virtua — 2.posUsy limeu-^^ o^rvtes--* 
4. ariea. How» then, could you presume to say, 
that it is contrary to fa£t, that AfaUm signifies a 
ram? It is too ridiculous to fM you grave^ 
stating that you can meet with no instaaee of 
this. A question arises about the meaning of a 
proper name. Sir W. D« assigns a meaning to 
it, according to the strictest etymology; and 
then you tell w, that you con nowhere find an 
instance <^ its bearing this meaning ! Why, 
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JSir, the yfotd p^K occurs nowhere in the Bible 
with thifl orthography, where it is not considered 
AS a proper name, and where it is not rendered, 
not according to its meaning, but letter for letter, 
AjoloH, or, as it should perhaps be written, 
Aihn. What then can you mean by telling us, 
that you can find no instance of its signifying a 
ram? The question relates to the original sig-^ 
nificati<m c^ the name, and to the etymology of 
the word. pVM is i"^ with an intensitiye ; and 
one of the four meanings of ^ is ariea. The 
author of the Onomasticon has referred pW< to 
^ certms, and thinks that Ajaion meant hcus 
cervarum. What would he have said to a critic, 
who had told him, *' I cannot find p^ cervns, 
^' in the Lexieon? " — The author of the CEtUpus 
Judaicfu appears to have thou^t that Joslitra 
alluded to the constellation of Arm. (V.) 

a '' This gentleman (Mr. D'Oyley) asserts, 
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^^ that there happens to be no such word as 
*' py or iy signifying time in the Hebrew lan- 
" guagc There is indeed/' says he, " at Exod. 
** xxi, 10, the word nn^y, translated by Buxtorf, 
^ tempus determmatumy with a particular allu- 
*^ skm, and l^ the LXX ^OfitXiar ; and there is 
** such a word as n^y (Ezra, iv, 10.) Chaldee 
" for time, derived from the Hebrew ny, the 3 
" being inserted, but the n is radical, and can- 
** not therefore be dropped. Hence probably 
*' arose the blunder; but this will sufficiently 
^^ explain why a person, who can just read the 
** Hebrew character, and rapidly turn over the 
^^ leaves of a Lexicon, might easily hit upon an 
*^ ingenious derivation, which has escaped the 
'^ notice of the most profound Hebrew scho- 
** lars.'* — I quote another remark cf the above 
mentioned Hebraist in his letter to Sir W, D. 
^^ Really this semblance of learning put on by 
" Mr. D'Oyley — this assumption by a man, 
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^ who caniiDt himself read a single verse c^ the 
^^ Hebrew Bible without Mundering, is quite 
^^ intoleraUe. If the word py do not compre-* 
'^ hend fim^, what does this gentleman think of 
^ Lev. xix, 26, IMWn ik% nor .deserve times — 
^ 2 Kings, xxi, 6, ]y)V^ cmd observed times — 
^* 2.Chron. xxxiii, 6, piyi, also observed times — 
^ Deut. xviii, 10, piyD, an observer of timesV^ 

But, Sir, I shall net allow you to escape quite 
so easily. Your consummate ignorance deserves 
to be fully exposed, since it is accompa(nied by 
unexampled arrogance, tirst^ Buxtorf, p. 538, 
rdfers the word which you cite from Exodus to 
py, which he renders tempus determinatum. You, 
therefore, ilatly contradict Bu^^torf Secondly^ 
Dn Taylor, in his Concordance, affixes two sig<- 
nifications to py, viz. habitatio and tempus ; and 
he likewise refers the word at Exodus xxi, 10, 
to.thia sam^ radical You consequently also 
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0ppMe hk authority. Vuirdl^y it if to be ob* 
wrved that fm^V, at Exodus xxi^ 10, which is^ 
micisied ^* her duty of marriage" by our trails* 
latom, properly signifies ^^ her tifuie of cohiUbi* 
^^ takicm." FaurMy, you ray that '^ there is a 
'^^ woid nPffSf at Exodus xxi, 10, tnmslated by 
'^ Bttxlorf tempus determiaaivm.'^ No sUch 
thin^^ Sir ; Buxtorf has made no such blunder! 
He translates p^, tempus determmatunty if you 
please ; but be knew better than to mistake the 
affix n for a part of the word, and he accord'-^ 
ingly renders nn3y tempus (determmatum} 
ejus. His words are py — r\W f. Tempus juxta 
Hebraos commumtery sed determmatnmj et Oa^ 
jMumcerbB rei: Aff. r\r::s^y Tempus ejus^ Exo^ 
4ns^ xxi, 10, SfCn Now veally for a man, who 
cannot even recognise ao afSkc when he meets 
with it, to take the tone which you have done 
with the author of tlie CEdipus JudaicuSy is 
unbearable, Fifthly^ you say, that-^ there is 
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^ such a wofd as iWy Esra, iVy 10, Chaldee for 
^' tmey derived from the Hebr^Kr ny, the 3 being 
'^ ioierted ; but iil this/' ^mt continue, ^Mke n 
^^ is ladica], end cannot be drofqped." Now 
what does Bustorf*y?—rpy>CAaU. 'Umpu^: 
rw^9 juxtci^ tefnpus. Qksa, iv, IQ.ui est^taHdie^ 

PSfSl, vers. 17. QuidqM ad n)i r^fimt^y ntiut 
epwtheiicHm^ M^ltiwlmi esge proprpim nd^ 
loci, ^c. 569. Who, Sir, b«lt .yoiyrsetf, would 
have ventured, upon this evidence, to have .pro- 
nounced decidedly, that the Chaldaic r\yf k 
derived horn the. Hebrew iiy, .and that the 3 is 
iaserlied? Qmhm ml m r^emnt^ 4^.; aed 
this suffices finryott to decide the mattar I Let 
your readers judge ftom this, specimen, how 
safely they may trust either to your knowledge,) 
or yqqr judgnient iSisr<JU^, w4 lisarfi from Bia-> 
toff, thatnuMiyaretif opiltiiDn, tfaatJTS^D, fisrti) 
iv, 10, is a proper name. * If they be rigbt fw^ 
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«t V. 17, nMut hare been written by eMtmdtofi 
for tfaepKi|)er Bane nSD. Bat, Sir, if these many 
be right, wfakli I MK indined to dunk ibey are, 
what beMnes of you, wiUi yo«r " wotd r3» 
«< ChiActeefer iitHe, derived 'fiom the Helmw 
" rw, the 3 being inserted !" Seventy, should 
it however be trwe, that n»3% at Eera, iv, W), w 
^property rendered *' aadat «uch atime," I have 
yet tO'ttric yon, how yen conM hazard so much as 
to ny, that tiierelkappens to be no ^nch word as 
T«^aigiiifying ^Hime" in the Hebrew language? 
if TW, Sir, had never signified « time," nor «om- 
prehend^ " *an6" in ««y «f *« senses, how 
tame. s«ch » eeholar as Buxtoif to transtote it 
" tempwdftamrneOiun,'* and to r»fer to ftTWW, 
« Hertime," f|t BxoduB, «Ki, IW' Then wheatoe 
comes tiie <word W% It id eti6««t, from the 
e»Mb{d«e given by Ulr. John Ewaawt, in his 
OMl^»MM<« in the Ofc««ctrf A«r*^, A^ the 
English transUtoTO derived i» vfrom TV> « »' 
radical significative of " time." R. Salomon, 
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fdmoit aft leitnied it Hehrtw as yon are^ refers 
\ttf to py, wld^ lie does not scruple to translate 
*' tima'' R. Sahmmi (says Stoddvs) ftaoet 
natdHQ hac^ mi dmcatur afr W, ^ teMtpiM.' And 
dien yooy Sir, come forwards, and insult t)ie 
antluNr of the CBdiptar JMrneu^y fer si^ying^ tbat 
IW signified'* time!" (V.) 

4. The next word, upon which jcm exercise 
your critical talettt, is the W9*d ^' Hittite." Sir 
W. D. thinks that the Hittites were so called 
from being vrorshippers of fire ; and he derives 
>nn fircmi nm, referring to Parkhurst, &c. Alter 
the specimens which I have just given of yem 
gross ignorance of the very elem^i^ of the 
Hdinrew language, it is amusing to hear your 
commentary. **1 have,'^ say you, ^ to inform 
^ him (Sir W. D.) that the best Hebrew autfao- 
^ rities give this root (irmn) the sense of' taidng 
^\ or carrying away/ and that it has no relation 

b2 
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^^ in its primary 66Me to fin'' Here is a» 
oracle, indeed! l^. J. B., however, in his. 
Criticimsy telk me another story. '' The ^nn, 
^^ ^ittite$f are linderalood to mean the worship- 
^' pers of fire, as all the inhabitants of Canaan 
^' certainly were, in one^shape or another, when 
^^ the Hebrews departed from Egypt The 
" word nnn is never used in its remotest branch 
*^ but with a reference to fire.'' That he is per- 
fectly correct will ^^ppear evident to any peorson, 
lyho will take the trouble of looking for the word 
ruVT in Taylor's CKmc^nrdance. See Prov. :sjcv, 
22 ; Isaiah, xxx, 14 &c &c. The only excep- 
tion, whiph can be. suggested, is at Psalm, lii, 6. 
-^IPfV is there rendered in our version, " he 
^^ sbaU take thee away." But this is certainly 
X^rong ; 9fiA accordingly Taylor, 660, 10, pro- 
perly refers it to nm, and not to Tvyn. The 
translatiw^ therefore, should b^, ^^ he shall 
7 break (or bruise) thee." With all this, hpw- 
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ever, you boldly tell us, that the root nnn has no 
relation in its primary sense lo ftte, and that 
you have the hest Hebrew authorities for saying 
so. ^ You refer to Simonis, Buxtorf, Gussetius, 
and Guamus. Out of these authorities I can 
only at present refer to Buxtorf ; and, if you 
have no more' authority from the others, than you 
have from him, then, your appeal to them is the 
most impudent that ignorance ever made. 
Buxbnrf in his Chaldaic Lexicon, where he has 
to mention so many words corrupted and de- 
flected from their original sense,' writes as fol- 
lows — nnn, acdpere^ capere^ propria ignem i 
foco; etsi demde loHus usurpetur. (p. 845.) 
Buxtorf^ then, is one of the best authorities to 
prove, that nnn in its primary sense has no 
relation to fire f Icannot believe, that the other 
writers, whom you meirtion, lend more aid to 
yott than Baxtoif. That you^ reference to hixd 
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has helped you^ no man wiU now think; and 
after 6uch an example of your total ignorance 
both of Hebrew leamingi And of the opinion of 
one most profound Hebrew dcholar^ we may be 
allowed tx> doubt, whether Gossetiwi or Guari-* 
nus, hare supported you in an error, whieb 
would be disgraceful to them as Hebraists. I 
repeat with Mr. J. B.> that the root in question 
is never used, in its r^noteit favanofa. Without 
reference to ^e. (V.) 

5. Yoiur remarks oil the explanation which is 
given in the (Edipus Judaicu$ of the name, oi 
the " Hivites," is utterly contemptible. Ns 
pcholar would have disgraced himself by writ-^ 
ing them. I ishaU pnly stop to observe^ that if 
any person besides yourself should be ignorant* 
that the S^rpe^t.ny|^l ffdof^ by 1^ '' Hivites>" 
or *' Ophites/' I would recoipiMnd them to 
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coMUlt Bryant's teacBed aad ingenioua treatise 
on tbe '' Opkioklria'' and the '' Ofbion," ktely 
piibUilied by Mf. Jolm Bellamy. (V.) 

& The anthar of the (Edipim Jmiakm 
99^j that he strongly suspects, that the name 
*^ Peroites" nay be Egyptian. He thinks^ 
that by the seTen nations doomed to extirpatioii» 
Timre meant the idolators^ \Tho adored the seven 

planets, but who all worshipped chiefly thd 
solar light He is unwilUng to believe, that the 
just and mereifal God of nature commanded the 
Israelites, contrary to every principle of justice, 
to butcher the innocent and peaceable inha- 
bitants of Canaan, and then to take possession 
of their property. That these poor people were 
idolaters was no fiatult of thehs, however ft 
might have been of their progenitors muiy 
hundred years before. Anxious, therefore, to 
show, that the extirpation was allegorical ; that 
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it indicated the destructiim of the seven nations, 
not as men, but as idolaters ; and that it related 
to the extermination of the false Mid profane 
systems of worship practised by the Canaanites, 
&c. ; the author of the (EdipuB Juda$cu$ endea^ 
vours te prove, that by these.Canaanites, Hittites, 
Hivites, &C. were only meant certain idolatrous 
sects, which, as sects, should be finally destroyed 
by the prevalence of the true religion in the land 
of Palestine, or, if you choose^ the Holy Land, 
This scheme has, I am told, moved Mr. D'Oy-^ 
1^'s choler, and tjsnied his bile to the colour of 
ink, for which, as a fpod Christian, I am 
heartily sorry. Many other worthy people^ I am 
assured, are likewise grievously offended at the 
author fimr talking of allegories, when they can 
seeiK) good reason, why a running stream should 
not heap up its waters in a pile^, in order to 

* It would make a curious subject for calclilation, to 
reckon to what height the waters of the Jordan must hare 
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allow the Israelites to pass dry-footed, and whj 
seven peaceable nations should not be extir« 
pated, men, women, and children, by the com- 
mand of the Deity, to make room for the amiable 
people, who, according to the Valgate, sprung 
from the thigh of Jacob. (Exod. i.) 

That the Canaanites^ Hivites, Hittites, Amo« 
rites, and Jebusites, denoted certain sects of 
Tsabaists, I think, the author has rendered 
highly probable; though the matter has not 
yet wddOTgone a proper examination from any 
Hebrew critic. But with respect to the Qir^ 
gashites, and the Perizites, it may be acknow- 
ledged by the author, that he does not consider 
hiofltelf as equally successful; He avowed, 
indeed, in his book, that he could not trace the 
or%in of the name of the ^^ Qirgashites ;" and, 

been piled up during the time, tliat the immense army of the 
Israelites was passing across the ixj chaniiel* V. 
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it migj^i be evident^ I think, to any critic wli» 
wished to be commonly candid^ that be affected 
nothing like dogmatism, but rathw spoke in tho 
language of doubt and uncertainty, when he 
mentioned the name of the ^^ Periz&tes, YiB/^ 
'^ I strongly suspect," says fae^ *^ this proper 
'^ name to be Egyptian." He goes on to say, 
that n riz. in languages which he conceiTes 
to be cognate^ meant myO^y or cMak^. I 
may add that in Chaldaic, it was a oommon 
}Arase, to say, stkch and such persons were 
acting nn be-fizy in mystery, or m secret 
Rizuely or Razaeiy was the name of an angel^ 
according to tiaditicm, and the signification of 
the name of this angel, (who, the traditions say 
taught the cabbala U^ Adam,) was the eablmh ^ 
G^d. According to Ktrcher^ and the Rabbies 
to whom he vef^ts, the Patriarchs instructed the 
Egyptians in the Cabbah. The word n riz, 
then, could scarcely have been unknown to the 
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Egyptians. The CabbaHsU tbemseWes tvere 
prohikhly defied risin, or rizi J buttheE^ptn 
ana would prefix their article, and denominAte 
them Perin; and the Egyptian denomination^ 
being given by a people in «o many respectii 
miperior to the Hebrews, the name might have 
been retained (Peri^i) when the word was 
written. The word Peo^ is an example of the 
same kind. But it may also have happened, 
that when the Hebrews exercised tbemselvea 
with the Egyptians n*n3 5erm, in the cabbcia^ or 
mifstmeSy that the latter substituted the p for the 
by and thanged the preposition into their own 
article; and thus those instructed, beriziy m the 
mystetie^, were called Perizi by the Egyptians; 
and finally this na,me prevailed: Such is the 
view of the subject which the author had in his 
mind ; and being unwilling to imagine, that a 
wholb race of ntihappy villagers had been extir-* 
pated ftiit not vrorshippiug the true God, of 
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whom they could know nothing, he supposed 
that the more modern Rabbles, who rendered 
the Perissif or PeriziteSy villagers, were mistaken 
in their etymology. It is little to the purpose 
to say, that no such word as m, cMala, is to 
be fbudd in the Coptic Lexicons. No Coptic 
scholar expects to find aU, or even a great many 
ancient Egyptian words in the Coptia Mr. 
D'Oyley might have spared himself the trouble 
of looking into die Lexicons. Sir W. D. knew, 
as well as he does, that this word was not t6 be 
found in them; but from the traditions of the 
Rabbies, and from their languages being cog* 
nate> he could not doubt, that the woid in ques- 
tion was known to the Chaldeans, the Hebrews, 
the Phoenicians, Egyptians, &o. (W. D.) 

Sir W. might have remarked in the above 
note, that the whole ot your argument on the 
etymology of the word " Perizites" is borrowed 
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fx>iD similar arguments employed by a writer 
in the dasHcal Journal; nor have you much 
merit, in repeating another's reasoning, without 
making the slightest acknowledgement (V.) 

7. The next name is noK, " Amorites;'* 
and yon say, that this name is patronymic. But 
as all proper names in Hebrew are significant^ 
what wiU tfaiisi make for your cause? If there 
was really a man called nohi, this name had a 
pieaoing, afad was of course not given without a 
reason. Sir W. D. says, that ncK, amcr^ agnuSy 
was the name by which the Chaldeans designat- 
ed the sign of Aries ; and aocordmg to him, if 
there was a man called Amar^ and if the Amo^ 
riteM were descended 'from him^this Amor and 
his posterity Hv^re so namted from the coostella** 
tion in which they, like the Egyptians in the 
Thebais^ and thi^ worshippers of Ammon, cfaieflyi 
adpMid die. S/m, £kit I s^ no r^»8on to bQlieve 
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that the name ^^ Amori" waa frntronyntte ; audi 
I daabt not^ that it wa^ ghreu to a peculiar sect 
of Tialoeana^ as adorers of the Sun in th^ sign 
of the Ram^ or Lamb. 

You state the opinion of Simoius, who sup- 
poses^ that the Amcntes were so called^ faeeausa 
th^ inhabited a mottntaiatfus country } afid you 
graTely tell ua, that this wribsr derives the name 
^ from the root n02«, elatm$J^ I hofe for Ua sake, 
that he has not uMtde this blunder. Look again^ 
Sir, and you will prohably find, that SiMMnw 
wrote ebUmfnaU; and then if you had known 
any tUngof the matter, you would have observ« 
ed, that though this root IDM oceurs more than a 
tihottsaiid times in the Bible, it is not used above 
half-a-dosen times, if so often, in the sf nse, 
wludi, ycmsay, Simonisaftxes to iL Besides it 
is probable, that the name «nDH, ^ Ammiy'^ is 
taken from the Chaldee rather than 6ms the 
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Hebrew. In Hebrew, except the word were ia 
tegim^i^ tile name would have been alwa^ 
Wfitten O'ntM, Amarim; but in the Cfaakiaic 
this rule is not bbserred, and nouns in the plural 
as often terminate in "> as in p. In spite of the 
aid which you obtain from Simonis, and which 
yra employ with so much knowledge of iiie lan^ 
gnage, I would a^ any maa but yourself wh^ 
ther it be not much naore ppebable, that the 
Amorites, ccmsidered as idolaters, should be 
destit^ed by the ProTidence of God as a sect, 
(that is to say that their worship should be ex- 
terminated,) than tiiat a whole race of people 
should be extirpated, because they were des- 
cendants of a man called Amor, or because they 
dwelt amidst the mountains of Palestine 1 (V.) 

«• For the remarhs which you have made on 
the explanation given by Sir W. D. on the name 
of tn3TT, •* the Jebusites,'' that gentleman ought 
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to retttni you his ftincere thanks. Consult, Sir^ 
as the author of the Judaicm CEldipus requested 
his readers to do, C^telli, Jablonski, and Parkp 
hurst, and then blush, if you cun, at your own 
objections, which betray the most contempt* 
ible ignorance, not only of Hebrew, but of the 
plainest principles of philology. You tell us, 
truly, that according to the etymology proposed 
by the author of the CEdifms Judaicmsy ^^ D is 
'^ substituted for the \D, and the 1 and the initial > 
^^ are added ;" and you really seem to think, by 
this sagacious remark, that you have made the 
proposed etymology ridiculous. Parkhurst's 
Lexicon is in the hands of every one, and 16t him 
be consulted in voce ^2. But what. Sir, will the 
Hebrew critics think of you ? Was the Samech 
never substituted for the sckiny by a dialectical 
variation ? Is the van a radical, Uiat its sub- 
traction, or addition, should make ^2 a difS^eml 
word from V\2 ? Did you never hear of ^ appelr 
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lative in proper names ? But it is needless to 
say more to a man, of whose projfound ignorance 
of Hebrew every one ci^ble of judging must 
be already convinced. (V.) 

9. The author of the (Edipus Judaicu$ 
observes of the words — an^ nonn ^b nw, at 
Josh. V. 2y which are rendered in our versiim, 
'^ make thee sharp knives/' that there is some 
ambiguity in them, and that they may be 
translated, '^ constitute to thyself the desolations 
^^ of the frosts." By this, I suppose, he meant 
only to say, that in a book, which contained 
many allusions to the Calendar, &c. here might 
be some latent sense concealed under the 
obvious and external meaning. You go to your 
old work of combining the allegorical with the 
literal sense ; but my business now is with you 
as a Hebraist. 

I 
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'* It is true," you are pleai^d to tell u^, 
** that, if the Masoretic points he throum a^ide^ 
^ the word minrr may signify * desolations.'" 
If, Sir, any Hebrew Scholar can read this sen- 
tence without smiling at your ignorance, he will 
be less gbod-natured than I was, when I came 
to it The Lexicon of Stockius happens to be 
lying befbi-e me, and we shall soon see with 
what \\isdora you have uttered this oracle. 

2^rt. stccalusy exsiccatus /nit — vastatui, 
devastatUSy desolatui Jktit — stupuit ob^tupuit — 
Oeneratim designat consumtianem et privcctio^ 
nem — Speciatim proprie indicat constimtiomem 
et privatianeni aquarufhy S[T, 

^y^9 nt* siccus^ vMtatns, de&alatMy/. H^^ri 
"^vastaiay Sfc, phr. 

m^i^nj desolatay SfC. (▼. ) cum (-») altemante. 
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^^r^> m. siccitas, vastitmy tksokOioy 8fc^ 

3^n, f. giadms, pofifala^ fidxatpa^ a COTMU'* 

memdOi et vmtando mc dictus. OeneroHm n&M 
rem eoMumentemy ^c. — synecdoche, netostqiksdi*- 
bet arma beUicay ^c. Et secundum tmtorem Ubn 
Ohel Moiid designat omnem rem^ qua scmd^, 
me feprum fuerkj nve lajns durus. Unde hoc 
nomine venit^ nan eolum cuUer — Jaeh. v. 2: 8. $ed 
etiam ccelum, maUeuSy 8^c. 

nS'lPT, f, vMtatiOy vastitasi desolattOj S^c. 

Now it appears from this statement, that the 
word yn bears through all its branches refe- 
rence to consuming, ^ytn^ tcastCj destroying^ 
desolating J Sfc. ; and that a sword has been so 
called from its laying waste, Sfc. — From this 
last sense (gladius) m^T^ has been also under- 
stood to signify knives, at Josh. v. 2. In order 

I 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



116 

to mark the different senses that had been thus 
attached to the word, the Masorites, many ages 
after the Hebrew ceased to be a living language, 
affixed (iertain points to it, in order to mark, both 
in writing and in pronouncipg, a difference to the 
eye and ear, so that ^^n gladius should never 
be mistaken for H^n desoloHo; — the first being 
vrritten with two segolsj the last with a tzere. 
But to what does all this amount ? — Why, that 
the Masorites understood the word 2in some- 
times to signify desolatioYij &c. and sometimes a 
swordy or a hmfe ; but it is disputed by no one, 
that the word bears these several senses. The 
Masorites by their punctuation in the passage 
before us would confine the word to one sense ; 
while the author of the OSdipus Judaicus says, 
that it may bear another. The word HM^n may 
signify '' knives," but it may also signify ^^ deso- 
^' lations." He thinks, that the words bear a 
double sense; and the Masoretic punctuation 
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only proves, that the Masorites preferred one of 
those senses to the other. . How is this to inter- 
fere with the supposition, that the author of the 
book may have intended to convey one meaning 
to the learned,. and another to the vulgar? (V.) 

10. « But what," you add, " must be the 
^^ reader's, surprise, when he hears, that theire 
^^ is not any authority what6very for translating 
" nx (anx) 'frosts:''-^'' I affirm, on the 
*^ authority of every Lexicon, which I have 
^^ been able to consult, that there occurs not an 
*^ instance in any Hebrew writing of the word 
" being used in the sense of cold or frost" 
Were you not referred to Hutchinson and Park- 
hurst? I have not the former to consult at this 
moment ; but what does Dr. Parkburst say at 
nx, 1 1 1 ? ^' The word is applied to the celestial 
" flpid, or matter of the heavens, and denotes 
" its being bound close together, so compressed 
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'^ ot etmdenaed. Thus the Englisfa^ freeze^ 
^^ JkoBt, Biay be derived firom the Hebrew *)flE), 
^^ to compress.'^ Now may it not have occurred 
to the author, that Dr. Parkhurst^ without going 
to another root, natB, might have saved himself 
some words by translating nx to freeze, and by 
understanding it to signify the action of cold 
upon the air ? I have always been taught to 
believe, that the condensation of the air migfat 
be produced by cold. If the LXX could trans- 
Jate nj ^w^, in Isaiah, vkoto^ trKKtipdy, harddark^ 
ne9g, — if nit mean the eondensaiion of the 
celestial fluid, I see no reason why it should. not 
imply the cold by which fluids are usually con- 
densed. 

11. The next words, with which you say, Sir 
W. D. " makes free," are Dnjo mnn, translated 
^^ the reproach of Egypt,'' which he suspects 
may mean ^^ the winter of condensing colds." 
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" Bat," say you^ in yojur usual tone o£ arror 
^9^6^ ^' I mi^st inform the reader? that t^ 
" wprd TtsnUy tlioiigh ijt freq^efldtly occurs XQ. 
" ^cifpjture, never signifios ' winter.' " IVfr. J. 
Bellamy, in h^s Cri^tcism^ says, rpnn meanp 
" the ^Jbmter half of tiie year, and inlands 
^' opposed tp YT9 w^h ii^ludes 4:he mmfnef 
" half yeoTy Jkie^oning with Slpring. Vidp. 
" JsaiaJti, jcviii. 6; Prov. xx* 4; Ge^. viij. 22." 
BuJt he seems to h&ve overlooked a m(N|t 
notable remfurk of yours, wh^ch foUpws, and 
whichf indeed, might iv:ell pu^ssle this al^l/3 
Hebrew critic. " It is ppn, a ^p^uMsullne noun/' 
^ yo^j " »ot rxsnn, femipjfifiy which signifies 
^* * winter.' " Nqw rjeajUy, Sir, J pft^^^^ believe 
that a boy, who bad b^en learning J^ebrew for a 
week, would l»ve writt^ this sentence. T^e 
root P)nn signifies exprobavit — probro affecit — 
$u>d> acQQrdi^ to.sopie, hj/ema^ey (Isaiah, xviii. 
16,) the substaqtive noun ^'in, hyemSy occuss , 
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with that sense affixed to it by the translators^ 
only four or fire times. But TtEnn rendered 
probrum^ from the primary sense of the verb, 
recurs more frequently. Now, Sir, you tell us 
that 7\5nn never signifies " winter." I ask, can 
it never bear this meaning ? If you admit, that 
•it can, you give up your argument — If you 
assert, that it cannot, then you must show, to 
satisfy the Hebrew scholar, that there is a radical 
difference between TVSm and P^nn. As to your 
talking of the one heihg masculine, and the 
other feminine, nothing but gross ignorance of 
the language would have led you to deny, that, 
on this account, they might both signify ^^ win- 
" ter/* The final, and servile n, indicative of 
the feminine gender, establishes, and can esta- 
blish no radical difference whatever* 

Yon say, that DniCD never signifies *^ con- 
*^ densing colds.'* You had better have said, 
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it is never no translated! But if 1K can signify 
condensation as applied to a fluids I have 
already told you, that it can be easily supposed 
to imply that which generally occasions fluids to 
be condensed. Such a profound Hebraist, as 
you are, has not to be told how '^3CD may be 
brought from nx. (V.) 

1 have now, Sir, followed you through every 
word, which in the first section of your book 
you have adduced, as proving Sir W. D. to be 
utterly ignorant of the Hebrew language. Most 
assuredly I have never witnessed such a produc- 
tion from the combined efforts of arrogance, 
ignorance, and malice. Retiring, *^ blood-bol- 
" tered," from the blows which you received 
from me, you have sought, with all the rancour 
of diabolical revenge, to destroy the reputation 
of Sir W. Drummond. In a book filled with 
Hebrew criticism, you selected, at your leisure, 
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and duriog the lapse of many monttis, aboiijt % 
doss^n examples of what you €0ii^ve4 to be 
Kfiors upon the pant of &ie author of aa iinpub- 
habfui w^ork ; wA you have ventured, in CKiypse- 
iqnence, ito accuse him a^ the most arrogant aj[i4 
jgnonffit of mankind. IJow temUy, Sir, wijl 
your false and injurious Accusations recoil on 
your own head, when this letter shall appear 
l)efi>re the Public! It wiV 4^^ clearly ftppear 
froija what motives, and wit^ w^ait means^ you 
lutve thus assailed the reypii^ation of a scholar, 
whom you envy while yqu ab^se, and whom you 
fear while you bate. 

I am, &c. 

VJNDEX. 

June 4, IS 13. 
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LETTER IV. 



SIR, 

The second section of your last 
work contains your animadversions on Sir W. 
Drummond's Dissertation onAe 49th chapter qf 
Genesis. You observe, that this dissertation 
'^ first made its appearance published in a peri«- 
" odical work, before it was inserted in his 
^^ unpublished* work, the CEdijms Judaicus* 
" We may therefore," you add, " well conceive 
'' that he has at least bestowed as. much care 

* Here the <E(%i# Judakus is admitted by Mr. D'Ojr 
ley to be an unp«UiBlied work ! The trath escaped bim M^ 
AD uguaided moment, ' 
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'^ and pains on this, as on any part of his book ; 
" and he would probably consent beforehand, 
^^ that the general standard of his learning, 
** accuracy, and skill, should be ascertained by 
" the specimens here afforded." 

After the examples which I have already 
given of your ignorance, I can have little to fear 
for my client from any attack which you can 
make upon him ; but I cannot avoid taking 
notice of the insidious malignity, with which the 
sentence, I have just quoted from you, is 
drawn up. It must seem perfectly fair and rea- 
sonable to every person, who has not seen the 
(Edipus JudaicuSj that an Essay which is found 
in it, and which had been before published, 
should be considered as a general standard by 
which the whole work might justly be judged. 
But what is the truth ? The Dissertation an the 
4dth chapter of Genesis was published, before 
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the author conceived the design of writing the 
CEdipus Judaicus ; but as this dissertation wim» 
mot unconnected with the general subject^ it was 
reprinted in the unpublished work> not indeed 
from the Classical Journal, but from the 
original manuscript which remained in the 
hands of the printer. By the time the unpub- 
lished work was nearly finished, the author saw, 
that some errors, which after all are of no great 
importance, had escaped him in the disserta- 
tion, which he had communicated to the Editor 
of the Classical Journal. He accordingly says, 
at page Ixxix, " It may be necessary for me 
" to observe here, that when I wrote my disser- 
^' tation on the 49th chapter of Genesis, I did 
" not perceive so fully as I do at present, the 
" truth or importance of the system which I 
^^ have since adopted. I have consequently 
^^ spoken with less attention to some astronomi- 
" cal facts than I should have done, &c," 
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6ii<5b> Sir^ id the dtatement of the author ; 
Old I should wish to know, how any man^ with 
tbe slightest pretensions to candour^ after pe- 
nning this passive, could eome forwards, and 
tell the Public, that, " we may well conceive 
^^ that the author has bestowed as much care 
^' and pains on this, as on any part of his book^ 
^ and would prdt)ably consent beforehand, that 
'^ the general standard of his learning, accuracy, 
^ and skin, should be ascertained by the speci- 
fy mens here afforded ? '^ To him, who had 
never seen the (Edipus Judaicus — who had 
never heard of these avowals on the part of the 
author — it might be perfectly allowable to 
attack the dissertation, as it appeared in the 
Classical Journal, with all the severity of the 
most rigid criticism; but you have not only 
endeavoured to do this, (I say endeavoured, be- 
cause you have failed in the attempt), but you 
have sought to make it appear, that this disser- 
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Sir W. D. would wish to be tried. There is a 
disingenuousness iri this conduct, from which a 
generous mind would have shrunk. But, Sir, 
f shall leave others to judge from this example, 
what are the motives and the principles by which 
you are guided. I fear not to meet you on the 
ground which you have chosen. I shall frankly 
state the errors into which the author has fallen 
in an Essdy, which was written long before he 
had matured his system ; but I shall have the 
satisfaction of showing, that these errors have 
been grossly and malignantly exaggerated by 
you ; while you yourself, in the midst of all 
your swaggering and bullying, and with all 
your arrogant pretensions, for which I am 
indeed told you are already laughed at in year 
University, have committed some as absurd 
blunders as ever disgraced the pen of a 
sciolist 
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Sir W. D. endeavours to show in his disserta- 
tion> that the 12 signs of the zodiac were repre- 
sented on the standards of the 12 tribes of 
Israel, and he thinks that Jacob alluded to 
these signs in his dying speech. Why^ indeed, 
the Patriarch should not take his figurative lan- 
guage from the heavens, as well as from the 
forest, or the wilderness, I pretend not to guess ; 
but, it seems, the author's hypothesis has drawn 
upon him the charge of infidelity. As, however, 
this charge (whether true, or false,) authorises 
those persons who bring it forwards, to treat the 
accused with every species of obloquy, and 
leaves him little chance of obtaining any hearing 
whatever in his own defence, I am not surprised 
at its being urged by you against Sir W. D. — 
I, for my part, am totally unable to see, that his 
hypothesis must be that of an infidel ; and under 
these circumstances, I can have no hesitation in 
defending it before the Public. 
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You My that there we but tm> authorities 
of ftiiy wdght, on which Sir W, t>. founds hi§ 
hypothesis; and these are Abeu Ezra, and 
Jonathan Ben Uz2ieL These authorities, you 
observe, are ** Aben Ezra, a learned Jew of 
*' the lath Christian century, and the author 
^^ of the Targum of the books of tlie Law, 
" which is ascribed to Jonathan Ben U zziel : 
" The aera of the latter author is uncertain ; 
" the Targum is a fanciful work not much con- 
^ sidet^ by the learned, by some judged to 
*^ be of recent date, by none placed higher 
"than the filh Christian centuiy, and by all 
« held to be of little authority." What a con- 
fiised, blundering statement id this ! The fiera 
of Jonathan Ben Uzziel is not uncertain, if we 
can trust to the Jewish writers, from whom 
alone we are likely to obtain any information 
eonceming it. -*- They assure us, that Jonathan 
was the disciple of Hillel, and HiHel died 
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about the time of Chrisf s birth. You say that 
the Targum is a fanciful work, not much con- 
sidered by the Jearned^ and by all held to be of 
little authority. Of what Targum do you speak ? 
The Targum of Onkelos on the Law, and that of 
Jonathan on the Prophets, are both highly reve- 
renced by the learned. You must mean then 
the Targum on the Law ascribed to Jonathan. 
But here you are again in an error. P. Bur- 
gensis, who wrote in 1429, attests that this Tar- 
gum on the Law, ascribed to Jonathan, was 
held among the Jews in almost as high authority 
as the Text itself. Your assertion, that this 
Targum is ^^ by none placed higher than the 
" 5th century," betrays gross ignorance. Hel- 
vicus, Postellus, Galatinus, Phagius, Serariup, 
ascribe this Targum to Jonathan, who, as we 
have seen, must have fkiurished befqre Christ i 
and then you tell your readers, that it is by none 
placed hi^er than the 5th Christian century ! 
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Tke truth is this* Some Itamed writers^ Box--, 
torf among others, contend, that this Targum 
is not Jonathan's -^ 1st, because the style, man- 
ner, and language, differ from what we find in 
the Targum on the Prophets — 2nd, because 
mention is made of the six cnrders of the JImA- 
noA, of the proper names, Lombardy, Canstanti* 
nople, &c. But to these two arguments it may 
be replied ; first, as the Targum of Onkelos on 
the Law was that which was publicly read in 
the synagogues, and that of Jonathan on the 
Prophets, these two Targums would be pre- 
served as nearly as possible in their original 
state ; but as the Targum on the Law by Jona- 
than was not so read, greater liberties may have 
been taken with it by the transcribers, who may 
have occasionally altered the diction^ and added 
to the matter. SedmwUy, though Prideaux tells 
us, that the second argument ^^ cuts the throat 
^^ of this pretence," (viz. that Jonathan was the 
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author), yet it may be observed, that with the 
same weapon this writer wouM cut the throat of 
the pretence, by which we hold Moses to be 
the author of the Pentateuch. Circumstances 
and proper names &te introduced into the Penta- 
teuch, which could not have been known to the 
saered historian himself, and which had no 
existence until i^er his time; but to this it 
is answwed, that these are interpolations and 
alterations which were made afterwards. If 
this happened with respect to the books of the 
Law, why should it not have happened to the 
Tai^iim on those books ? But be tins m it 
may^ I cannot but wonier at the confidence, 
with which you have so ignorantly asserted, 
that none bare placed this Targnm higher than 
the fith Christian oentury* Why, Sir, what 
iMive all those done, (Christian writers and 
Jewish Dodoffs^) who iMuire ascribed it to Jonsi- 
than B^i Uzziel, who was the disciple of Hillel 
before Christ was bom? 
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With respect to tKe evidence, which is given 
in this Targum on the subject in question, yoil 
tell ycmr readers, that " Sir W. D. gives it very 
f^ incorrectly, and evidently merely picked it 
^^ up, an he found it somewhere quoted, without 
^' consulting the original'' This is the way, in 
which you dispose of an author's character; 
and because you charge that author with mfide^ 
hijfy this kind of conduct is to be c^plauded. 
Where, Sir, did you ever see the passage quoted, 
before you saw it in the OSdipus Judaicua? My 
reading is, perhaps, as extensive aj» your own ; 
and I have never seen this passage cited any 
where. But " Sir W. D. gives the evidence 
^* very incorrectly." We shall soon see whether 
that charge be true. ^^ He says," you tell us, 
*' that the %ure of a man is. given to Ephraim^ 
^^ whereas it is that of a boy in the originaL" 
For having said this, I will tell you, that you 
cannot read the original. In the original the 
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word is Min (Jon. Targ. Num. 2.) In the Latin 
version you found wn mix, translated figura 
pueri. Now it so happens, that if the reading 
in the text be right, the version is wrong ; for 
Kin (Buxt Chald. Lex. 2185,) does not signify 
^^ a boy," but ^^ a girl,' • and the translation 
should have been Jlgura puelUe. This then is 
a happy specimen of your critical skill. Yoa 
accuse Sir W. D. of not consulting the original. 
You apply to the Latin version ; and you adopt 
the translation there given, which is manifestly 
wrong, if the reading, as it now stands in the 
text, be right But it is not true, that the 
author of the (Edipus Judaicus did not consult 
the original. He suspected that the translator 
had read Min, puetta, as if it had been NUi, 
puer ; but it occurred to him, that the true read- 
ing was Mm, and I find it so marked on the 
margin of his PolyglotL The word H>11 ought 
fo J» strictly rendered puer ; but Nan may be 
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properly irsxiBiBXed juveniSy adolescens. (Ruth^ 
iii, 10.) If then Sir W. D. be right in reading 
K2n, ^' a young man," instead of K2n, " a girl," 
he is also correct in stating that the figure of a 
man was given, according to this Targum, to 
Ephraim. His reason for preferring the reading 
adopted by him, is this. Aben Ezra says, that 
the four principal standards in the camp corres- 
ponded with the four cherubic heads. How 
Jonathan and Aben Ezra came to mention, the 
one, a basilisk^ and the other, an eagle^ is ex- 
plained by Kircher, on the authority of the Rab- 
bis; for the Basilisk, or as we make it, the 
Scorpion, was exchanged as an emblem, by the 
tribe of Dan, for the Eagle. But it is impossible 
to reconcile Jonathan with Aben Ezra, if the 
present reading (wnn rrsMi) in the Targum be 
followed ; and Sir W. D. observing the error 
certainly committed in the Latin version, if thi^ 
reading be right, did not doubt, that the > had 
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been ^^Tongly printed for the \ But how can 
you, Sir, justify yourself? You lift the rod <»f 
correction against another for not consulting 
the original ; and yet you adopt what must be a 
blunder on the part of the translator, if the text 
be not corrupt 

Your next remark is worthy of its predeces-^ 
SOT. ^' He (Sir W. D.) says again, that a bull is 
^^ given to Reuben ; on the other band the 
" Targum says that this tribe' bore tJie figure 
" of a stag ; that it ought to have borne that of 
'^ an ox, but that Moses changed it, in order 
*^ that the memory of the worshipped calf might 
" not be recalled." The Latin version runs 
more faithfully, thus — in eo (vexillo) etiam 
msculpta fuit Jigura cerviy videbatHr fuidem m 
eo inscuipenda figwa bovis^ verum Moses Pto^ 
pheta mutavit ipsaniy ne in memoriam revacaretur 
ilUs peccatum vituU. How then is Sir W. D» 
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incorrect ? Doe« it not appear that, according 
to thU Targum, a bull (a castrated bull if you 
chooge) was the original emblem of the tribe 
of Reuben, and continued to be so, until Moses 
changed it to that of a stag? The author was 
speaking of times previous to the worship of the 
golden calf; and consequently his business was 
only to state, on the authority of this Targum^ 
what had been the original emblems of the four 
principal tribes. So much. Sir, for these two 
charges of incorrectness which you have brought 
against Sir W. J). They have only served to prove 
your own ignorance of the Chaldaic, and th^ 
inaccuracy of which you yourself can be guilty 
while you are unjustly criminating auother 
writer. 

You proceed to observe, that " if we con-? 
^^ sider the dates of these two accounts (those 
'^ given by Jonathan and Aben Ezra), we shall 
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<* see the strongest reason for rejecting them m 
** destitute of authority." You then state that 
the Israelites departed from Egypt 1500 years 
B.C. — that the Targum bears date certainly 
not before 500 A.C. (this is not admitted to 
you), and that Aben Ezra lived 1200 years A.C. 
You go on to say, that there is thus an interval 
in the one case of 2000, and in the other of 
nearly 8000 years ; that as we hear nothing of 
any traditions among the Jews concerning the 
standards originally borne by the 12 tribes*; 
and that as Onkelos, the Talmudists, Philo, and 
Josephus, who convey to us all autfientic tra- 
ditions respecting Jewish affairs and history, 
are totally silent on this subject ; we may safely 
agree with Witsius and Bochart, in considering 
the traditions in question, and which are reported 

♦ This is altogether incorrect, as Mr. D'Oylej woul4 
find, if he would, or could, read the writings of the RabWs. 
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by Jonathan and Aben Ezra, as mere figments of 
the lat^r Rabbis. You add, that Witsius and 
Bochart pay so little regard to the Targom of 
Jonathan, that they do not even mention its tes« 
timony with regard to this subject 

If Bochart and Witsius, men of immense 
erudition, from whom you have taken every word 
that deserves any serious notice in this part of 
your book, had met with the passage, to which 
reference is made in the (Edipus JudaicuSy I 
cannot believe that they would have passed it 
over unnoticed. You say that these two writers 
pay so little regard to the Targum of Jonathan, 
that they do not even mention its testimony. 
I cannot at this moment consult Witsius ; but I 
find that Bochart quotes, over and over again, 
this Targum which is ascribed to Jonathan. 
He cites it too as Jonathan's. This same Bo- 
% chart was at the trouble to look into Philo and 
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Josephus — nay he searched the Talmud, to see 
if he could meet with any thing to authorise the 
assertioBS of Aben £zra« He even went into a 
discussion on the subject about the meaning of 
a verse, in Psalm Ixviii, concerning this ques-r 
tion. Is it likely then, that if he had happened 
to read Jonathan's Targum at Numb, ii, he 
would have failed to have taken notice of it? 
Every person, however, who has read Bochart's 
works, (and all must admire his learning, if aU 
do not acknowledge him to have had libera) 
notions,) must be perfectly aware, that he was 
maintaining in his attack against Aben Sanra, 
in this place, an untenable position* Bochart 
thought that t})ere were no cherubic figures, 
sculptured in the Temple, such as are described 
by Ezckiel. 

If, however, the Targum on the Books of 
ihe Law, ascribed to Jonathan, be his, there 
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eao be little doubt, that upon any traditional 
subject there is no auth<nity so high. The dis« 
ciple-*-the most celebrated disciple of Hillel, 
could not have been materially wrong upon any 
Subject of tradition, at the commencement of the 
Christian «ra ; unless, indeed, all the most 
learned Jewish writers are in utter error. But 
Onkelos has said nothing on the subject. Onk^- 
los has rather given a Chaldaic translation of the 
Pentateuch, than a paraphrase. Neither have 
the Talmudists, say you, mentioned any thing of 
the standards. You are bolder here than Bo- 
chart, who seems to say, that this is the case as 
far as he knows; but, perhaps, Witsius, to 
whom I cannot refer, speaks more certainly. I 
have not the means, just now at least, of con- 
cndting the Talmud ; at the same time I should 
not expect to find any direct allusion to the sub- 
ject there. With respect to Philo and Josephus, 
it is true, that thev make no direct mention of 
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Tvbat were the easigns, which distinguished the 
standards of the tribes of Israel from each other. 
That these ensigns were different cannot be 
doubted ; and because the sacred historian him- 
self, OnkeloS) the Talmudists, Josephus, and 
Philo, have not told us what these ensigns 
were, are we to say that all tradition concern- 
ing them must be false 1 

You rather startled me by asserting, that the 
Talmudists, Philo, and Josephus, convey to us 
aU authentic traditions concerning Jewish affairs 
and history. I had been accustomed to suspect 
these authors of reporting occafii<mally some very 
childish tales. But there is nothing like having 
a clear-headed critic, who can dispel all our 
doubts by an assertion. I must, however, remind 
you, that though Philo and Josephus do not 
mention the standards, they yet make some 
statements not unfavourable to the supposition, 
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or the tiaditioD, whichever it be. Yoa will 
remember, that Aben Ezra states that the 
emblems, which were displayed on the four 
principal standards, corresponded with the die- 
robic figures. Now these have been pretty 
clearly shown to have been the same with the 
emblems, which denoted the solstitial and equi- 
noctial signs. What then does Philo insinuate, 
unless it be, that the cherubim represented the 
two hemispheres, and consequently that well 
known Jewish division of the autumnal ^ui- 
nox and winter sdistice, opposed to the vernal 
equinox and the summer solstice. (CEd. Jud. 
p. 127.) His words are — "What if it be 
" taken otherwise ? — so that the two cherubim 
" signify both hemispheres." (p. HI and 112.) 

Josephus tells us^ that if any one refer the 
ISJ stones, worn by the High Priest, as the sym- 
bols of the 12 tribes of Israel, to the 12 signs 
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of the Zodiac, he will not be much in the 
wrong. {(Ed. Jud. p. 141.) 

The Cfaaldaie Paraphrast on the Canticle of 
Canticles telk uA, that these 12 stones were 
mads to resemble the 12 signs of the Zodiac. 
{(Ed. Jud. p. 6.) 

After having read all these things; and espe^ 
cially in Philo and Josephus^ I can see notlnng 
improbable in the statements of Jonathan and 
Aben Ezra> or in the arguments founded upcm 
them by the author of the (Ed^[m$ JmkUcug^ 
As the 12 stones in the breast-»plate represented 
the 12 signs of the Zodiac, is it not likely^ that 
the 12 ensigns of the tribes likewise represented 
these signs ? But when this hypothesis is sup- 
ported by the authority of the Targnm, ascribed 
to a Jew, who fioniMied 18 centuries ago, and 
who of all others was the most versant in. the 
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traditioDS^if biflcoiiDtryaien ; and when it ako 
teeeive^ atrong confirmMioB from that learned 
Rabbi, Abein Ezra, I thiak it seems to be esta« 
bllsbed upon highly probable eyidence. But 
this evidence, I fear not to aver it, is greatly cor- 
lohorated by Sir W. 0/a Essay o« the 49th 
diapter cf Genesis. 

There are foiur autfaots, v^, you state, have 
supported this hypothesis — Kirchet — an anony- 
mous jPVench writer — Dopuis — and Drummond. 
You might have added a fifth, for it has been 
also adopted by a German writer, though he dif- 
fers considerably from all the others. But even 
among the foar first there is a difference of opi- 
nion ooQceming the allotment of the signs; 
and you argue from this, that the general hypo- 
thesis is unfounded. But Kircher, Dupuis, and 
Drummond, do not differ about the fenr principal 
standards ; &r as Joseph's standard was after- 
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wards assigned to Ephraim, there is tia real dif- 
ference among them on that point ; and it is by 
determining, whether these ctymbols corres- 
ponded with the solstitial and equinoctial signs, 
that the question is principally to be tried. Now 
let Philo's remark, as well as that of Clemencr 
Alexandrinus, concerning the cherubic figures, 
be carried in mind; and let the explanation 
given by Kircher be considered, why the Basi- 
lisk, or as we have it the Scorpion, was ex- 
changed for the Eagle; and it will probably 
appear, that this hypothesis is founded both on 
reason and on Scripture. 

I have noWj however, to follow you to other 
grounds. It is already pretty evident, that, 
upon subjects of Hebrew and Chaldaic litera- 
ture, you have entirely failed in your attacks 
upon Sir W. D, ; and that you have shown 
withal so much malignity blended with your 
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jgncmuM^ey u to make it impossible for any mra 
of a liberal mind^ (however otherwise inclined 
to support you,) greatly to lament your defeat 
You, however, now tiim to the subject of astro* 
nomy; and abuse the author of the CEdipug 
Judaicus in the most scurrilous terms, which 
vindictive rage can suggest 

You commence your attack, by directing the 
attention of your readers to Sir W. D.'s definition 
of the word paranateUon. *^ By the paranatel- 
^^ Ions of a sign he means the extra^zodiacal 
^^ stars, which rise above the horizon, or sink 
'^ below it, during the time that the sign takes 
^* to rise or set" You say, that the author 
derives this definition from Dupuis ; but you 
add, that you believe it to be perfectly correct 
You ask, however, in what degree the author 
adheres to his explanation, or even understands 
what it means. You then proceed to examine 

L 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



148 

his iKth plate ; and because he has there repre- 
sented Cepheusy Pegams^ and Equtculus^ as 
paranatellons of jLeo, yon accuse him of utter 
ignorance of the first elements of astronomy, 
tod insult him with even more than ydur usual 
grossness and vulgarity. 

Let it be supposed, that the definition is per* 
fectly correct, and that you have understood the 
author exactly as he meant to be understood. 
It will then follow, thAt Cephevs^ Pegasus, &c. 
cannot be paranatellons of Leoy since by para* 
natellons are meant extra-zodiacal stars, which 
either rise with a sign, or set-with a sign ; and 
(at 30° N. L.) the constellations above inen- 
tioned ascend in the east, while Leo descends in 
the west In this case, the author might justly 
be charged with inaccuracy. It would be ob- 
vKNis, that he h^ used a word in an improper 
«ense, and in another way than his own expla- 
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nation of it warranted, and thus far, undoubt- 
edly, he would deserve reprehension. I must 
tell you, however, that rigidly to bind down an 
author, who treats only incidentally of sqientific 
subjects, throughout his whole Work, to the 
exact explanation, which he may have given iq 
any part of iti is a harder rule than many writersi 
even of the first rank, cduld bear. In books 
which professedly treat of the sciences, and 
where a continued chain of proof is to be car- 
ried cm, it » highly important, that no word 
should ever be employed in a larger sense than 
its first definition authorises. Even in a mixed 
work, any departure firom the author's explana- 
tion c^ A word is a blemish, and merits censure. 
But who. Sir, but yourself, on perceiving, or 
imagining, an incongruity between the defini- 
tion of a word, and the use sometimes made of 
it, in a work not professedly scientific, would in 
consequence of 4his incongruity charge the 
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author with the most stupid if^orance which 
cau be conceived to disgrace the human intel- 
lect ? Mr. Locke has defined the word ^^ idea," 
which recurs in every page of his Essay, in such 
a maQner, that if his definition be accurate, it is 
impossible that the mind could be perceptible of 
external objects. Nevertheless Mr. Locke did 
not doubt of the existence of external objects; 
and, as Dr. Reid believes, would have admitted 
that we can think of numberless things which 
are not ideas in the mind. It is, indeed, obvious, 
that Mr. Locke, notwithstanding his definition, 
uses the word ^' idea" in the vulgar as well as 
in the philosophical sense. That this writer 
deserves blame for having first limited the word 
to one sense, and for then having occasionally 
used it in another, will not be denied ; but who 
could bear it, if any man were to venture to say, 
^^ Locke's definition of the word ^ idea' is cor^ 
^/ rect ; but when he talks of the existence of 
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*^ external things, as being perceptible to the 
*^ mind, he contradicts himself, and shows him- 
^^ self to have been grossly ignorant, and utterly 
^' incapable of writing upon metaphysical sub* 
'^ jects V* The author of the (Edtpus Judaicui 
has called Cepheus a paranatellon of Leo. This 
either is, or seems to you, incongruous with his 
definition. Most adversaries, I believe, would 
have been satisfied with accusing the writer of 
inaccuracy, and inconsistency ; but you had 
raised the cry of infidelity against him, and 
with this advantage on your side you were 
resolved to carry your insults as &r as possible, 
and far beyond all bounds of moderation and 
justice. It is true, that Dupuis had represented 
CepheuB in some of his plates as the paranatellon 
of Leo ; but though you endeavour to tarnish his 
reputation as an astronomer, your language con- 
cerning him is mild, when compared with that 
which yott hold of Sir W. D, The ChrisUdu 
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truth of the Chlristian revelatictt, and that this 
has not been done by the author (^ the (Edipu$ 
Judaicu$y — but there may be reaaow^ why the 
arowed is more gently treated than the suspected 
infidel. — Mr. D'Oyley believes, that the letters 
of Vindex are written by Sir W, D. Let me teU 
you, however, that your charges of ignorance 
against this writer lure dictated by such a spirit 
of malice, add are carried to such an extrava;* 
gant excess, as to make it impossible fbr any 
impartial reader to listen to therii. You have 
the impudenoe to assert, Uiat ^^ such is Sir W. 
^^ D.'s radical ignorance of his subject, that he 
^^ evidently supposes, that those coastellatioils 
^^ which have the same latitude with LeOf and 
'' those which differ in longitude by 180^ rise 
^' and set at the same time with Leo:' This 
absurd assertion #ill be believed by none but 
by the most ignorant and prejadieed of the 
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author's Meiues. No man of conrnte txadov^^ 
or of cmmxion Beii«e, tvill conohide) that beeattse 
Dupoift and Drummond may not have adhered ia 
the explanation, which they have giten of the 
word *' paranatellon/' they did not know east 
from west, and fancied that two conetellatmia 
were rising together, while one of them was 
setting before their eyes. The extravagance of 
your charge is an antidote to the poison which 
it was intended to convey. 

But I have been hitherto treating the subject, 
as if the definition were correct, and as if you 
had understood the author as he meant to be 
understood. Now it so happens, that this defi- 
nition, which you believe to be perfectly correct, 
is deficient and obscure. It is deficient,, because 
the word ^^ paranatellon" may be used in a 
larger sense than is here implied; and it is 
obscure, because it may be understood in tha 
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wnse which yon have ghren it, and which cer- 
tainly was not that which the author meant to 
convey. So fiur an objection might be justly 
made to the definition by those who understand 
the subject Butt Sir, what can you say for 
]^)orself in pronouncing this definition to be 
perfectly correct^ In the way in which you 
have chosen to understand it, it is, as I shaH 
presently show, absolutely fidse, erroneous, and 
incorrect in the greatest degree. It really then 
becomes you to bully and bluster, and to talk of 
the gross ignorance of Dupuis and Drummond, 
when you cannot stir a step yourself without 
fitlling into a blunder. 

The paranatellon of a sign may be defined 
as follows. 

An extra-zodiacal constellation may be de* 
nominated the paranatellon of a sign under four 
different circumstances. 
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1. AnyccHMrteOatum rising from the horisscm 
beside a sign may be denominated its paranateU 
Ion. Thus e. g., when Cancer rises at Naples, 
Cams 3Snar is a paranatellon of this sign* 

2. A constellation, which rises with a mgn* 
to the meridian, may be called its paranatellon* 
Thus at London when Cams Major approaches 
the meridian it becomes a paranatellon ^ 
Gemini; and Auriga and. Orion are in the 
same sense paranatellons of Taurus. The 
achronycal risings of these censtellaticms are 
nevertheless very different from those of the 
signs with which they rise to the-meridian. 

8. But the preposition frapd signifies contra 
as well as juxta ; and the word wapaydrt)^v may 
be prepay employed to denote, not only a con« 
itellation rising beside awi wiA a sign, but a 
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•OMtellotion risitig oppoiiti to ai sigs, «jid ton- 
sequently whejn the sigH in setting. 

4* A eomtellAtioii ttay be called tbe panna- 
tellon of a sign, while the constellation on the 
opposite side of the heavem to kke sign, con- 
tOMies nring towards the meridian. 

Now, Sir, how has it happened, that yott 
ahouki not know, that the Greek prepo»tiom 
wmpd signites emrirm m wdl as juxta; and 

that wmfimPoriKKap (wkence 9aitardteXXovy sigmfies 

^ to rise against, or contrary to,", as well as 
'' to riie beude)" 

When the author aaad, that by tbe paranatel- 
1dm of a sign he meant the extiA^jHidiacId stars 
whibk rise or set, while the sign rises or setn, 
I understood him to intend to say, X^mA I faMW 
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be did intend to say) that tk>6e stars are parana* 
teilena of a sign, which rise when ^ sign rises^ 
and when the sign sets — that is — all stars, out 
of the zodiac, are paranatelloBs of a sign, which 
rise either beside and with it, or, directly over- 
against it You evidently understand the autihor 
to nean, that any constellations, -or extrarBodia« 
cal stars, are parajfiatellons of a sign, which 
eitheir rise at the same time with the sign, or 
set at the same time with the sign. Thus yon 
understand the definition to say, . that extra-* 
9Bodiaeal stars setting at the same hour wiUi a 
sign, are necessarily its paranatellons, — that 
is, — they rise at the same hour with the sign, 
because they have set with it. Under these 
circumstances, and so understanding the defini- 
tion, you, who would pass yourself off for an 
astroBomer, and who grossly and injuriously 
insult Dupuis and Drummond, pronounce this 
definition to be perfectly correct. Now, Sir, it 
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liappens, for your honour m a man of scieaoef 
that this definitioa as yoo have understood it, 
though not as the author meant it, is so &r frcm 
being perfectly correct, that taken, as you have 
taken it, it would be absolu^y fidse and erro- 
neous. A constellation which sets with a sign 
may not rise with it. At Damascus, for exam« 
pie, ArcluruB sets at the same time with Aniane. 
They never rise thare together. It becomes, 
you, truly, to talk of ignorance! You have 
admitted as perfectly correct a definition, which, 
according to your interpretation of it, asserts 
that stars setting with a sign, are necessarily 
its paranatelkms, or rise beside and with it 
This is such a blunder, as marks pret^ well 
your degree of astronomical skill. No, Sir. 
The author's definition is obscure ; but it might 
have been obvious even to you, firom the use 
which he has made of the word, that he meant 
by the paranatellons of a i»ign, such stars and 
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GODistellatiDns, as rise beside the sign when it 
rises^ or opposite to the sign when it sets. The 
word bears either meaning ; and might have 
been understood in either sense as the circum- 
stances, under which it was employed, required. 

Your attempt to play the part of a man of 
science is, indeed, lan^ntable ; but as it is your 
first appearance in this character, I should have 
been inclin^l to treat you with indulgence, if 
your vanity had not been seconded by your 
malevolence, in inducing you to undertake it 
A man of science! Do you really believe, that 
you will be mistaken for one? No, Sir. Your 
pedantic language will not deceive the critics. 
They will only smile at your affectation, when 
they see you giving definitions instead of em- 
ploying common terms. A man of science, who 
was not writing an elementary book, and who 
had to mention ^^ a planbphere," would have 
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Aaned it at onee, nor have doubted that he was 
tinderstood by all who were competent to follow 
his ieas<»ing. You, however, cannot condescend 
to employ so vulgar a word ; and it is pleasant to 
hear you talking from some dictionary ^* of the 
" sphere projected on the plane of the ecliptic !" 
But I shall treat of your pretensions to astrono- 
mical knowledge^ of which I have given a slight 
specimen already, in a future Letter; and I 
engage to prove that thiese pretensions of yours 
are combined with more arrogance and igno- 
rance, Iban probably ever came together before. 
You affect to call Sir W. D., in derision, ** a 
^ learned author." Forgive me, Sir, if I cannot 
Tetum you the compliment, even in jest. 

lam, &c. 

VINDBX. 

June 12tb^ 1S13. 
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LETTER V. 



SIR, 

Bbfokb I take any further notice 
of your skill as an astronomer, I must make a 
few remarks on the words H'^k and JSndehy 
wJiicfa occur in Sir W. D.-s Essay, and concern- 
ing which you are pleased to speak, as usual, in 
a very decided tone, and with a very profound 
ignorance of the matter in question. 

' . ; .\ . 

> Sir W. D: thinks thadt the word ppno, some* 
times translated ^^ a Lawgiver,*? atid^ometimeB 
^^ a^Gbvembr," in our version, was related to 
the old Etiiiopian word hy]^ ^^ a kmg." Yoi* 
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comment is as follows. '* I wish/' say yoa, ^^ to 
^' remark, that oar author has not the digkt$$t 
*^ auikorityy for translatiog the Hebrew word 
^^ PpnD> ^ a king/ or for considering it as allied 
<' to his old Ethiopian word hyk. The Hebrew 
** word ppn does not-sigiiify * power/ or * supe-^ 
*" riority/ which would lead to the sense of * a 
** king.' Its primaiy meaning is ^ to engrave^ 
^ posaadfae^ dkieree;'-*-|vii ndtfl ppn signify 
^ ^ rtirttei, laws, deerees ;' m^hmMiimfm^ 
<' tieiyle pprt:^ uaeA Mbatanliiiely; ^ Me whp 
<^ decne% ooe who makes laws» alM^gjimte.^^' 
fiudk is yBmsmmmBWA: I wiH sitw irtwufclr fan 
«wMiBiiie. 

The word kyk, as we learn from li^etho, 
signified ^ a king'' in the Mf mI tfakfit of 
EgfpL Wm iaaruifce jmme ^AngSwm ifipsahiHi. 
Momtim^pmfke^ ^vSto ^strtiliahed *hfmwlyes in 
llgjept, mi yAo irare inHed J^pUior, Hmtm, 
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Bjng^ishephereU, were certainly ettber ibmbi- 
MSkB, Qt Ethiopians. Manelho fi^ys, that they 
were Arabians ; but this is ^f np consequence, 
since die sacced language oi EtJxiopia wail 
HMnyaprite Arabic. The woard k§k ""n king'' 
belonged theffofiNre to the ancient fithiofntm 9xA 
Arabic. In the Qeex, or sacred lai^guage cff 
Ethiopia, in which a considerable portion of tiie 
ancient tongue isprobabfy preserYed^ and which 
bears a eh>ae affini^ to the Hamjforite dialect^ 
hffk signifies <' law," Jiffh^ to ^^ legudote.'' In 
Arabic, J^ sigmfies ^' right, a decree, a star- 
^^ tote," &c. ; and God, as the dispenser of 
justice, m denominifcted j^ In Hebrew, 
jm (Signifies *^ a slsAate, a decree/ &c. t-^ppriD 
IS r6i)idefed *^ a lawgiver,^ Scc^ in our .tauEMda^ 
tion. fittt both these woffds are r^^erred to ppn, 
of which, yon tell us, Mie-of flie prtnurry ceases 
is ^^ to doeiee ; *' though you also tell us> wit^i a 
logic aH yoof own, that it does not 

M 2 
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"power," or " superiority," which would lead 
to the sense of " a king." If, however, " to 
'* decree " be a primary sense of the word, il 
implies both " power" and " superiority" which 
might lead to the sense of " a king." pn and 
ppHD may be brought with equal regularity 
from ppn, of which a primary meaning is " to 
" decree." The former, ^^ is a radical noun, 
which throws away the second doubled radical 
— The latter, pyV^^ is a heemantive noun, or, if 
you please, a participle used substantively. Now 
I do not hesitate to believe, with the author of 
the CEdipus Judaieus^ that in all the above men- 
tiqned dialects, the words,, which I have noted, 
were related. But you triumpha^ntly tell your 
readers, that Sir W. D. has not the slighted 
authority for translating the Hebrew word ppno 
" a king." What will be thought of Mr. D'Oy- 
ley's authority, when it is known, that at Psalm 
Ix, and Psalm cviii, this very word is rendered 
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BacriX^tJc by the LXX? Nor is this all — it is 
rendered by words equivalent to " a king" in 
the Ethiopian, Arabian, and Syriac versions I 

. You are next pleased to tell us, that you can 
find no authority for Shulehy — that Sir W. 
Jones, Dupuis, and Hyde, give the name of this 
asterism, Shaulahy ShatUay and al Shaula;-^ 
and that Drummond entirely on his own autho^ 
rify CONVERTS the name into Shuleh. Here is 
a display of erudition ! Hyde and Sir W, Jones 
(for Dupuis knew no more of Arabic than you 
do) wrote, or read, the word j^, with its 
characteristic marks, and of course, in denoting 
the presence of the phathuy put it into Roman 
characters Shaulahy or, as Hyde less properly 
has it, Shaula. Sir W. D. leaves out the cha- 
racteristic marks, as is frequently done in ordi- 
nary writing, and gives the word as it stands in 
its original form, a)^, Shulehy or i^ulah; 
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and theft yiou tell your readefs, that he ha« 
convened ^^ into ^jA, entirely upon his own 
authority^ as if he had aetnally changed one 
word into another. Will the Arabic scholar 
belieTe it possible, Uiat a m^n pretending to 
know the language should talk in such a style \ 
The characteristic marks, fhiX^y dapimay and 
kesf^y were invented hy AbauU Ebn Mocla, I 
believe, about the middle of the fourth century 
c^ the Hegiraj and consequeutly i^heft the Ian-* 
guage was upon ^s decline. These marks a^e 
employed to denote the vowels which are to be 
supplied in pronouncing a word ; but Xlbtyi ins^r-r 
tiou, c^ oniissfon, can in no Wd|y tadically affect 
the word. Indeed, they are se variMsly i^xed 
to words by the Arabd themselves, that the use 
of them is generally hazardous to European 
strangers. How can H be otherwise when the 
learned Asiatics cannot agree upon the subject? 
Mr. RichardsoA mentions, that; among «any 
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ouflly pokited as to sound ifiMf, miety muyatf 
mmif miaittni Ac. Ammig Europeans Ambic 
wonis am conthiuidly supplied witli difiesenl 
vowels. For the Arabs of HumyaVy some bater 
written Homar, and Sir W. Jones writes 
Himyar^ Ac. In ail events it is certain, that 
dMHB characteristic «wu^s were not employed^ 
until the time of Abauli;^ and it would be vain^ 
to eoBteBd, from flieir presence^ that a word 
tvas alwafys prononoced witk tike same voMr^eb 
in Arabic as it is sA present The tncOrei kc^ 
titmiiy where tbey occur, seem to bare beta thd 
gtudea of the ancients ; but no nan who knows 
any things of the knguage would say, that 
Iteummond had converted 4}!^ into aaothet 
word bjf wrifiiig it il^. You are, ivo^^er, 
even ynotg in asserting' Ihat he ivrot# th6 word 
Slbtfeft^ettfii^uponhiife^mxaul^ofl^^ VitiAet 
i(Bcl. Mf. W.y WM>to if Sehnthh^ moh^ fkua a 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



163 

hundred years before Sir W. D. existed. Tlrag^ 
Sir, do you go on blundering at every step ; but 
quite unconsdous, I believe, that you are doing 
so, and vain of the gaudy display of your literary 
tinsel. . . 

You proceed to observe ^^ that there is no 
^ part of Sir W. D.'s assumptions more tbo-r 
^^ roughly demonstrative of his ignorance (if he 
^- really be in earnest) than his pretending, that 
'' the Patriarch Jacob (1700 years B. C.) 
^^ alluded to the fiwdem Arabic, names of the 
^^ stars. The Arabians," you continue, ^- we 
^^ have every reason to believe from history, ^i^ 
5^ not apply scientifically to astroiiomy, till th« 
f' time of the Caliphs about A. D. aOO. Near 
^^ that time, Almqinon caused the AlnvEigestum 
*^ of Ptolemy to be translated intq Arabic ; an4 
^^ some years afterwards, Albateguius published 
^^ improvement pn tb^e tftbl^s, It is fippi 
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*^ these abtronomers tbafc^ we have derived the 
^^ Arabic names of stars in our Qreek constellar- 
** tions. Thus our author only anticipates the 
^ names by about 2500 years. (See Lalande'a 
'' AstroB. L. 2, p. 121.)" 

Whether you, Sir, be in earnest, or not, I 
neither know, nor care ; but I am very certidn 
of this, that you have very thoroughly demon- 
strated your own ignorance in the words which 
I have just cited from you. You refer trtily to 
Lalande. Where has he told you that the 
Arabic names of the stars are modem ? Where 
has he ittformed you, that these names are not 
more ancient thto A» D. 800 ? You may have 
learned from him, that Almamon revived the 
Mience of astronomy in Arabia, and that it 
never flourished in that country before, (and 
especially for some centuries before,) as it did 
in the reign of that Caliph ; but where haf 
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Lalaiide told jm, that MtroiHWiy h»i not tff^n 
cultivaCed a% alt^ -^ ffaat ttte- 26ditte had ii0f been 
divided by^ th^ Ar«bknd>— afid Cbat tb^ iftarS 
kad not been named by tkem ft^^of Ai^ mcNst 
remote antiquity? I defy ydli io cmimit ia 
such a degree the respectable authority of 
Laknde ; and WYthciut yoa eatf di$ ift^ tlie^ aiser- 
tiowsf hatwded by your mm intrepid igmnmnM 
atte of BO a?9dl wbatetef . 

Hiere' iir no doubt among those^ who know 
my thing of the mbjoet, that tb% Arabiami^ &ad 
euHivated the study of Mtnniouiy, hii^dvor iai« 
perfectly in eompariMn wtdl Iho Indiaaai, the 
Chaldleanft, the Bgyptiana, Bjmi erven with IIhiw 
children in scienoe &e Gr^k«, from a v«rf 
Yemote periods. AMkrgMiiy who fl|Mf isfaed abmil 
A. D. 800, tie vdTfmrafo^ which yon refer, atttlM 
that hift countrymen had d^ided the 2odiae int# 
M parta fto» the most i^mote antiqii^. This 
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testimony is admitted ev^n by M, Montuclas who 
was not much inclined to favour such preten- 
sions. You had evidently no idea at all about 
liie matter; and falked from Lakmdey who 
gives ftom Monlucla the moderB history cf 
Arabian astronomical sei^ice» But neither 
Montucla nor Lalande would have suthorised 
you. to speak of the Arabiaasy as a pes^le^ who 
had not even named the consteHationa until the. 
8th or 9th Christian cenftury. The authority of 
M. Hailii is adm&et as weighty as yo«r& Ha 
rtoMtrks that the manes of the 28 divisions refer 
to* the names given to the 12 divisions of the 
zodiac; but he adds, '^ ikons ne evoyons^ pa» 
^ qfu'ou' paisse. en conchlvre ^fa» cts signea 
^' fldent rsj^u oes noms clu beHer^ &c. des Gteca 
'^ d'AIeimndrfe ; pareeqne tons ks fcnotgnagea 
^^ reunis ici deposent que ces noma sent origi^ 
'* naires d?Ai^e^ et y ovt ete connus de la plua 
^ haute antiqaite : ainsifln'yapotnitdetemortte 
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'^ a croire que les Arabes les auront pris a la 
** source commune." 

There are some facts, with which you seem 
to be wholly unacquainted, and which induce me 
to believe, that the Arabs did not copy their 
zodiac from the Greeks, and that if they did not 
take it from a yet more ancient source, they 
obtained it from the Indi^^ns. I am likewise led 
to think, that all the great Oriental nations had 
a double division of the zodiac in 12 and in 28 
parts; and there are some circumstances, which 
I find it impossible to reconcile with the notion, 
that the Arabs copied these divisions from the 
Greeks. It seems, indeed, impossible, that they 
eould have followed the Greeks in some of the 
arrangements of the stars in their configura- 
tions. Thus the sixth Manzil is called ijc^\ 
idhanahy and is placed in the feet of the second 
Ttcin ; but the word signifies the curve qf Hie 
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neck. It seems clear from this, that the confign^ 
rations coald Bot have been the same in the 
Oreek and Arabian zodiacs in this instance. 
Again, the Arabians call the sign of the Twins 
\jy^\ algieuzey which name has not the least 
reference to the Greek denomination* In the 
catalogoe of the signs, I likewise find, that 
Pisces is denominated c->^ haut, or hut^ piscis; 
and in an ancient Indian, as well as in an 
ancient Egyptian zodiac, the sign of Pisces is 
represented by a single fish. These partial 
dissimilitudes strongly corroborate the suppo- 
sition, that the Arabs did not originally derive 
even the 12 zodiacal signs from the Greeks ; for 
if they copied, why did they not copy entirely? 

But you boldly assert, that the Arabic names 
of the stars are derived from the Arabian astro- 
noiners, who in the 9th Christian century 
i>btained their information from the Greeks ; and 
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yon aoe«w the author of the €&l$pu§ Judaion 
eS antioipttling these iimms by 2600 jmm. 
That your aisenticHM are unfounded, and that 
your aoewation is uqjiirt, I conclade fron the 
folkKwing reasoML 

L if the Aiabiaiis, as Alfilirg«ai AedaiM^ 
and as Moatocla eTen /does not dany, divided the 
zodiac iato28 parU^ at a very remote^peRiod <^ 
atitifjuHy, it fteems scarcely possiUe^ tlM tih^ 
abeuld not Imve had jianes for the n\m$ SMd 
Gonstellatiens. 

2. Oat <£ the iiaj»es cC the Mms4$ tvMie* 
taitted to us by Abenmgel, Uhtg fie%, Md 
others^ there are some which relate, and others 
which dp not relate to the %ureS'ef the Cfa*eek 
.zodiac ; whence It nay be cpAchided, thijt the 
Arabians did not follow the Greeks ; b«it he4 
ihe names already adi^pted to f h«r pwn coitfigci* 
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ef the 12 agB% Mort of whiefa indettl 
CMybrm mik tke (dao of tfe Gteekt. 

!8. IFhe Anbian astmioiiiers liaiva oceasioiH 
•My» tluMigii rarely, adopted Owek names of 
muAellatkHM. Tfaus die two atais oonmioiily 
aaHtd Ckutor aad Pdlax, but sonettmeg Her-^ 
oalee aad Apc^, are ooeeakmaHy denoiai-' 
aated by Ae Arabiaas u^j^ and ^^t — a 
ipaaifeit oenmplicvi for H/mmc^^ c and 'Aw6\Xi^. 
But tf 4Sie Arabians bad aet aaciently ba4 
aanrafer-tbe iftiuw, would «bey act bave intro'^ 
doced awny «ere Greek aam^ kite their cata* 
legnee? Wie iiiMi, kiweFer, that tbv k ^^ 
oae; aad«i Arab wuiiUgcttcaaifcywuneCSati^ 
tor and PoUax, ^' «xa^ ^See Oiggnug) wvthottt 
haying recourse to any denoniiDatieii obtaioed 
from the Greeks. 

4» We May almost ceHaialy coaotude, that 
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the Arabs had giveo aaooies to the stars n the 
days of Jacob, not only ^ because, this had been 
done by other Oriental nations; but because 
several constellations are named in the book o( 
Job. This book is generally siii^sed';to be 
more ancient than the Pentateuch, and its Mitkor 
is believed by some of the best crilaes td^luBUra 
been an Arabian, who consequently wrote in 
the dialect of his country. Thus then, I think> 
it will hardly be denied, that, according to ev^ 
probability, the Arabians had giten names fa> 
the constellations in the time of Jacob, since 
Job, an Arabian, who must have lived not fiir 
from the age of the Patriarch, names several 
om^telii^ions; mentions the zodiac; and alludes 
to the southern constellations which Are.aot 
visible in Arabia. . . 

Now, Sir, you insult the author of the CEldi^ 
pm Judmcus, for supposing some of the Arabic 
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of the com^lktioiui. s4U ep^qpleyod^ to. 
luLve been (aHowkg for corruptioDs) in exists, 
esoe w tke days of Jacob, 1700 years before 
Cbost Permit me to ask you^ if the names of 
the stars and constdlations, to be found in the 
TaUes of Ulug Beig» &c. were either only bor- 
rowed from the Greeks, or were not in use among 
the Arabiatis until the 8t^ or 9th Christian ceur 
tury^ how has it happened, that some of the first 
Ombtal schblars, and that ev^n Jews and 
AnbSf have thougl^ that th^ found the constel- 
lations mentioned in the book of Job, by a refer- 
ence to those^rabic names of the stars> which 
yon are pleased to declare to be modem ? How 
came Bochart, with all his vast erudition, to 
fancy that he had found vnt. corrupted| or altered, 
in the Arabian catalogues into ^Jj^ 1 Had he 
lived in these days, and been instructed by yoU| 
he would have known upon your great authority, 
f mirni teneati$ ?) that this last is merely a 

N 
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dtedern name. R. Jona believ^^ that >D3 wm 
Canopusy ^i&j^td in the Arabian: eatatdgaesintv 
J:^f..». He, therefore, did not stfspeet that the 
Arabian names of stars might not be traced to 
a remote antiquity ; and this Rabbi was well 
skifled both in Hebrew and Arabic learning, 
fiut the learned Hyde hfmself — he who was the 
commentator of Ulug Beig — Hyde has sougikt 
for the names of the constellations mentioned in 
Job, in the Arabian catalogues. Had he lired 
fo be enlightened by you, he would have been 
aware, that the names contained in these catap* 
logues are all modern^ or, at best, borrowed 
fVom the Greeks. It is clear^ however, that 
Hyde did not doubt, that the namiefs of the eon- 
steUations in the book of Job nii^t be found in 
the Arabian catalogues, and condeqi^ntly he 
must have believed tlmt many nidnes of stars in 
these catalogues, were (allowing for corrupt 
tions) as ancient as tl^ time of Job. Now Job 
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is generally supposed to have livedo at leaat 1S09 
years before Cbrist M. Goguet, if I remember 
rightfy; places him more than 1700 years before 
the Christian aera. What then is the result of 
all this ? You positively assert, that the names 
of the stars in the Arabian catalogues : are 
modem. If your assertion be true, then the 
shame of deplorable ignorance must be attached 
to the memory of the hitherto respected Hyde. 
He had deeply studied Arabian astronomy, and 
has written a commentary upon Ulug Beig. 
Did he know, or did he not know, that all the 
names of the stars in the Tables oi Ulug Beig 
are comparatively modem ? If he knew this to 
be the case, he must have reasoned like a fool, 
when he sought for the stars mentioned by Job 
among them, or have acted like a knave when 
he pretended to find what he sought If he 
were unacquainted with the modem date (^ the 
names contained in the Arabian catalogues, 

N 2 
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hbA it b^ really true thAt tke date i<( modems 
ikdn tke diiigrd.ce Which is due to igBjorance 
nmlBt be att&c^hed to Hyde. Kit^ Shr^ in ycHlr 
foribiH (mftet you jptobaMy did not expect to 
meet with the commentator of Ukig .Beij^. Ybu 
kave copied enough from Lalande to liiake 
yourself sufficiently gaudy in your borro^v^ 
jfilumes. You talk of the Atribtc tran)llatmi of 
die Aln^etttnm, as if yt)u weve fiftimliarly 
tofuamted with it Do you know, whether thih 
traaslation accoid with the original, or notf 
I am alisured that the Aiiabiaos have not foU 
lowed Ptoleoiy exactly ia his descritytiop of the 
airmillary sphere ; at leaj^ so it appears firom the 
epitome of Nassireddin. But the wIk^ of yout 
display is borrowed from Lalande ; while either 
forgetting, or not knowing, that that writer wm 
only giving a brief account of the modem history 
of astronomy among the ArabkuBs, you have 
anwarratitably referred to him^ as sanctioning 
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yont assertioB, that the oame^ of stQ^ 4n4 
c^natellatioiis in the Amlii$tn c^talogw^s ftrt not 
pf more mcienli date than the tin^e of Almoip^n^ 
Now if yoyjr imeiiioii be teuf, how cam? Hyde 
to look ftir ilM» oa.m^ of tbe <^oii$t§ll)^iM 
wfaioh ftre fimfid in Uie book ^ Job among 
names thai are^ comparatively of yesterday^ 
He is as deeply involved in the question ad thQ 
aiithor of the CRdifsM JudadcuSy <m whom yott 
)uive pronewnped sentence ; but that yeur sent 
tam^e is sot jnst-^fhat it is founded on the rauli 
ponclnsions q£ your own ignorance will appeajr^ 
8ir» from due enquiry, and will be tb^ fin»l 
ibeisioB of the learned. 

Yon ure pleased, in the' next place, fpli^iwp 
yomr teadem, thbt '^ the Persians were pro^ 
^^ Vably more loteent astronomers tha[n the Ara« 
H Imms. UhigBeig;' you add, '' whose tables 
« are gitfen us by Hyde, lived about A. D 
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<' 1430/' Yes, Sir, I believe that be fio^ about 
1430, since this might have answered to one of 
his early years ; but when you read in Lalande, 
that Ulug Beig introduced Uie astrofiomy of the 
Arabians among the Persians^ you ought to have 
recollected, that Lalande was speaking ofihe 
modem history of astr(momy vrith regard both 
to the Arabians and to the Persians. If you 
mean any thing, you mean^ that the Persians 
had never cultivated astronomy, in any age, 
until Ulug Beig introduced the science at Sa- 
marcand — that they had no ^xidiacal divisions^ 
and had no names for the stars and constella-^ 
tions. This is the only way, in whidii your 
statement can be understood as answering, or 
applying to the arguments g( the author of the 
CBdipuB Judaicus. What wiU>the readers ci 
Hyde, Anquetil, and BaiUi, think of this ? The 
Persians, according to BailB, had establidied 
the solar year — had divided the zodiac -*-and 
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Ind coMtmcted a sphere, more than three thcHi^ 
sand years before Christ Be this calculation 
just, or not, it can hardly be conceived, that 
tJi0 great astmnoinicid ^kill of the Chaldeans 
was not shaved by the Peraao Magi; and the 
name of Zoraaster alone mi^ht have recalled to 
^Dtir recolketioii the astoonomiesd knowled^ 
Ibr which, the Persians wene once c^brated* 
Did you nevi^ hear of the caves of Mithras? 
Did you never hear of the astronomical emUems 
which embelHshed them? Do you remember 
what Cebus told Origen? Do you recollect^ 
•how Hyde himself, who ungiiardedly admitted 
in one of his works, that the Oriental nations, 
.wi^ the exception of the Chinese, bad derived 
:the forms and names of the 12 signs from the 
Oreeks-^do yon TecoUect, I say, how he ei>- 
pliins the words of JF^rom, relatively to Ihese 
amblems ? Bat why should I waste words on 
the subject — the question was one which you 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



184 

Iiad DttTer considered^ before yi>u nt dmrii to 
write. 

R iS| indeed, but toa evident^ that in ;yiNir 
liaste to assail the avtlior of tbe CBdipm JudtA- 
tu$y JOB tindertook to dbcvns siib|ect8, willi 
ip\[hich you hod no previous acquaintance. See- 
ing a great deal about Arabtaa and Persian astro* 
noay in tbe woric wUch has given ymi somuch 
€>ffence, you hurried away to the Ccdlege Li- 
brary, and looked out in Lalande fer some 
account of the matter. There you fimnd a short 
detail of the modem history ci Oriental astn^ 
nomy. AU this was quite new to you ; and you 
apeak of things, and names^ and dates, ei 
whieh you never heard befinw in your life; and 
then confidently appeal to Lalande for assertions 
concerning what belongs to the oMimd hisUny 
of Oriental astronomy, <^ which he luus aaid 
little or nothing. 
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YoH ciNDAmwcecl your bostilities^ ibraooth^ 
with a gevi^raw feeling glowing in yonr boaomt 
What that feeling was caariot be doabtedy— * 
Muce your object was to destroy the moral 
existettce and literary reputatioa of a man whom 
you hata Let me oonolnde this short letter by 
telling you; that bigohryaaid malice wOl not svfU 
fiee fer the purpese. Some iliay suspect that 
hypocrisy is sometimes concealed under the 
mask of bigotry ; and others may decide, that 
where there is malice there can be no honesty. 
In ajisailiQg yomr adversary, you have over-rated 

r 

your own abilities. Yours is not the vhida vi$ 
ammt which can please by talent, where it can-* 
not illumine by knowledge — which can per* 
suade by eloquence, where it cannot convince by 
proof — which can dazzle by wit, where it oan-^ 
not vanquish by argument I see in your 
writings abundant evidence of an overbearing 
spirit, of stubborn dogmatism, and of priestly 
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prick ; bul; liUie ettoagh of the candour whicb 
nright influence, or the justice which ought to 
gui&, the pen of a Christian Advocate. Yen 
wonld be a persecutor like Gaardiner, if you pos- 
sessed his power, — and a High Priest like 
Land, if you could obtain his dignity — you 
fiave all the intemperanoe of Warbnrfam without 
his genkis — and all the intolerance of Horsley 
without hki learnings 

I am, &c. 

VINDBX 

JuTj I5t, 1913. 
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LETTER VI. 



SIR, 

I NOW retam to eonsider the 
strictures which you haye made on the astro- 
nomical allusions supposed by the author of the 
CSdipuM Judaicus to exist in the 48th chi^pter cl 
Genesis. 

You examine what he has said concerning 
Leo, Scarpms, and Cepketu. He has stated^ 
tiwt CejAim sets when Scorjmis rises. Of 
course he meant in the latitude of Cairo — about 
30^^ N. L.) to which at a rough guess we may 
abo refer the sito of the ancient Memphis. 
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Your observation is as follows: — " I will jost 
" inform the reader," say you, ** that this con- 
" stellation (^Cef/i^uA) i^evqr riaies or sets, even 
" to an observer in Egypt." You are, however, 
so obliging as to acknowledge, what you could 
not deny, that the crown and head of the figure 
descend below the horizon at Cairo. What is 
this then but a very frivolous piece of hyper- 
driiickm on ybur pairt, itheti you insult the 
author 'fer i^yiug that Cephem sets in Egypt 
when Seorpius rises ? You say, that the crown 
and head only set at 80*, N. L. Trtte ; but 
who, unless for some particular object, or in an 
elementary book, would think it necessary to be 
more precise than Sir W. D. has been ? Who 
would scruple to speak of the setting of BooleSy 
fbr example, at Lon(^ ? Visl it is tnie that 
the eoAstellation of Bootes Btver sels ientli^ly 
at London. Did you nevev hew of a figure 
tMedi syneedoehef Did you never see a pcirt 
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put for a tyfaol^? Ycto prctfend to be tohTmaiU 
witk the langua^ of aiicielit aMronomrak 
How come yoU tbto to be igiioMnt> that ih 
,ff>e€^fciag <tf the mitigs and srttmgik of tile com* 
fttellatiotiB, tbey firequeti% take a part Hr the 
whole^ exactly as Sir W. D. has done? Look 
iatx) the tables made out from AratUa aud 
Hyginusy ead you wiU find that Cep/ieus is named 
among the conKtellatiokid which set^ when 8cdr^ 
piu$ riseis, Thifs youir objection is not oq1| 
puerile in itself, but betrays yout little acquaint-? 
ance with the language of the anci^Qt astri^ 
nomers. 

But you have the impudence to tell yeur 
readers, that Sir W. D. appears not to bare die 
slightest conception of the existmee of the jpre*^ 
cension of the equiaoxesi and does not luiew 
that the fx>le of the ecyuatcH^ has changed itf 
place sine^Uieda^ of Jacob. Oawiiatgjroundi 
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do ymi build this cbarge? Why, truly, he ha» 
Mid (alluding to the latitude above indicated) 
Aat *^ Cepkeus sets when Sc&rpins meB.'* You 
mean then, I suppose, that Cepheus did not set, 
even in part, at 80^, N. L. in the days of Jacob. 
Eidier you mean this> or you mean nothing. 
You admit, that the crown and head of the 
figure set at present ; but the proper time to be 
.n^iBrred to is the age of Jacob, 3500 years ago. 
Now what is to be concluded from this by your 
readers, unless it be, that you think that no part 
of Cepkeus set in the days of Jacob ; and that 
Sir W. D. from not knowing that the pole of the 
equator had changed its place, stated that the 
constellation sets in the latitude of Cairo now, 
without being aware, that this was not the case 
in the days of the Patriarchs ? I believe it im- 
possible for any reader to come to any other 
conelusion. But, Sir, it turns out a tittle unfor* 
tunately for your pretensions to astronomi<^ 
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skilly that three tim^ more of tibe coiistellatioii 
of CejAeus set in the latitude of Cairo in the 
days of Jacobs than happens to be the case al 
present; and this has taken place in conse^ 
quence of that movement of the pole of the 
eqnatOT round the pole of the ecliptic^ of which 
you have spoken with so mueh pretended know- 
ledge. Sir W. D. has shown in his Essay on the 
Shield of Achilles^ published in the Classical 
Journal, that this must be the case. I have 
not that Essay to refer to» but I can make put 
my statement without its help. &126 years ago 
the pole of the equator nearly answered to ^ Drcu' 
conis. 4100 years ago it answered still more 
nearly to » Dracams. Then about 3500 years 
ago^* it was b^ween these two points ; and this 
being the case a very considerable portion of 
Cefheus must have set in Egypt Even in tjbf 
time of Aratus, who flourished in the reign of 
Ptolemy Philadelphusi at a more northern 
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latihide than that of which we have been speak* 
itig, CejAem set from the hand to the loins. I 
suppose the observations of Aratus to be calca-' 
hied for Alexandria, at 81^ 10; N. L. His 
woras ate—** 

*Adp6oc 'ft/044>r, Ktfffvt c euro j(ttp6^ erll^v. 

Who is it now, Sir, that appears to have 
been talking of the pole of the equator having 
changed its place, and of the precession of the 
equinoxes, without having the slightest concep- 
tiott of the effects produced by them? You* 
evidently believed, that no part of Cepheus ever 
set in the part of Egypt alluded to in the days 
of Jacob ; and thinking so, you asserted that 
the author of the CEdipus did not know tiiat 
the pole of the equator had changed its places. 
It appears, unluckily for your fame as an 
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tatroMOQier^ tbttt the man, who has so unjuslly 
dmrged Dupvds and Drmmnond with ignorance, 
has he^e proved his own to an eittent whiehy 
<k>nsidering his pretensions, will scarcely be, at 
first sight, credited. Three times as much, at 
least, of the figure of CephenSy descended below 
the horizon, in the same latitudes of Egypt^ 
3500 years ago, as is now the case. 

Sir W. D. states,, that ** Cepheus rises, ac-' 
^ cording to Columella, <m the 7th of the Ides 
^^ of July," and then he observes, that ^^ thus 
^ this constellation comes to rise in a few days 
*^ under Leo.** Upon this passage you display 
all your hyper-critical talents. You take care 
to say nothing of Columella; but you ask, 
^^ what possible sense can be affixed to the 
'' words of Sir W. D.** Here you are pleased 
to state, on the authority of Bishop Horsley, I 
believe, that there are three different senses tt^ 

o 
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wbich constellations are said to rise, acoordiii^ 
to the expressions of ancient astronomers — the^ 
rise heUacalhfy or coamdcalty, or aehronyealljf^ 
You then repeat the meaning of these terms from. 
Bishop Horsley, or Chambers, no matter whick 
But, Sir, I must stop yonr career at once, by telling 
you, that these, though by far the most common, 
were not the only senses, in which, according to 
ancient astronomers, constellations were said to 
rise. You tell us^ on the authority of Hprsley, 
or of the Dictionary,, that ^^constellations ^e 
^^ said to rise heUacaUy^ when they begin to bo 
^^ visible in the morning before sun*»rise ; to ris» 
^^ cosmicaUy when they come to the eastern 
^^ horizon at sun-rise ; to rise acAroiiyca% when 
^^ they come to the eastern horizon at sun*seL" 
You then observe that none of these senses will 
suit the expression before us. This is trij^; but 
since you talk so much of ancient astronomers, 
you should know, that they did not limit them- 
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idves 16 tbe terms which yoa have knentioiied, 
when they spoke of the risings of the constella^ 
(ions. Mahiliiis says, 

M rcvolutapolo cum primii vultibus ^rcfo§ 
Ad sua perpciuos revocqt vettigiu pauu^^ 
Nun^m iincta vadisy $ed semper JUxitts orbe: 
Ac Cynosura minor cum primi luce resurgit^ 
tUpariier vastusve LeOy ^c^ 

Now hear the comment of a bishop not 
inferior in learning to Bishop Horsley. Quaniam 
mfira harizontem turn deseendnnt Ursa, neque 
wpta eutn proinde emergunt^ alius earum ortu^ 
gb oMtrcnomU quasitus est Tunc autem oriri 
dicta sunt cum proxinus sunt harizanti^ etinfimum 
obtinent locum circuH quem circa pohim descri^ 
bunt, jamque resurgere incipiunt Here then is 
a sense, in which constellations are said to rise, 
and of which ^fon have taken no notice. Again, 
the words of Columella cannot be explained. If 

o2 
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the aiieioat jMtaDMmers. iovamUy dbUled by 
thi ternw wUck you luuee mentioiied No paft 
of Cepheus descended at Rcme (o ^tfae horittui^ 
and therefore no part rose from it Neither did 
CepheuSf in this example, rise heliacally; for on 
the 7th of the Ides of July, Columella says, 
Cepheus vespere exarUur. It is evident then^ 
that the language of the ancient astronomers 
was not so strict as Bishop Horsley thought it, 
and ^B j^u wish to represent it, in order to give 
It colour to your caviia. The author of tba 
£Edipu$ popiad ti^ ^;cpi;e3sio^ of Cplvm^j^ji, 
with whom I leave you to quarrel at you? 
leisure. > 

Sir W. p. ha3 said, you tpll w, t^, " O- 
'^ phew being seen low ia the horizon when th# 
'^ Spfj^ la in Leo, may .be figvrfttive^y fai4 tQ.be 
|< under the fei^t of the Lion." Your G^ipfumi 
is, that ^' his assertion ,i» 4fci4efU^ Ju^; jjfff 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ma 

^' C^ei£« b««en higher above tiie^iiofi0Diitk«a 
" at any other season of the year." Now, Sir, 
in order ta piorc tluii ^ iW. J>« kaa sisseistfd a 
decided fakekopd, it was ineiiilfaent on you fdl 
siofT, that be had saild^ thst O^pftait was ilees 
kiMrer when the mm was in lao than afr any otfaet 
seteon. He, however, has sisserted no such 
thing. He has not said, \^4icther thiv cowAdm 
hition lArere aeen lower me higher, than at* any 
o^rperied^ He hai »ereiy rtal^ that Cehs 
pkme is sees very bw in the northern hemiei- 
phere, when the san is in Lea. If there be any 
fidsidiood in his assertion th», it is in his having 
made thb atatement Now the northern deeln 
nation of Cepheuey from the crown to the feet, 
eHeads^ I Aink, frtun abomt 66 to 80 degrees ; 
and I ahonid hare paased befeie I oqtase^ 
abother writer cf emevimf^ u decided fsMkoodi 
becaase he has said, thatt at 30^ N. l^. tlvi 
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itoitelkftim k Men Ttfy lour in tkt ittcdMni 
part of the liaftViBBA. 

Bnt, ftir, yon Uve been pieMed to wkqjaMt 
Sir W. D. ; and then to accuse Idm of aiMrttng 
nfelselKiod. He does not aay, that C%»AMt k 
seen '^ low in the horinon^" hot ^^ v^ low. in 
^ the northern heniif>hare ;^' and with the 
decUnation which I have aseigned to the con«- 
ateUataon^ this mnst be atrictiy tme in the latitude 
of Cairo* Allow me to tell ydu^ that had you 
not accused your adversary of infidelitjr, and 
tiiereby shut the ears, of so asany paESons 
against him^ you wotdd not have risked dthefi 
such a misquotation, or such an aocosation. 

It is perfectly true that Cepkeus U at Ae 
meridian at asidnight^ when'^ Sim k in Leo; 
but let me assure you that he does not remain 
there till morning. The stars dfhk erown have, 
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I -toli^e; about M, or 67 y degfM0 of > noiilliern 
decHmition> aftdbytHe time' thefy have orriVed 
at the meridian of Cambridge, have been de* 
seeiiding^lbr'inore Aan an hour and a half from 
it at CiUro. The an<5ient ^yptians were dccus^ 
totased to the use of tropes^ emblems, and sym-*> 
bols. When the Sun was m Leo^ they would 
recollect, that at the moment when he came to 
the meridian at mid-day, the King with the 
Bceptre, or Cepheus^ would be, with respect to 
them, as much beneath the pole, as he had 
been abore it the preceding midnight; and 
when the Su&'s declination in Leo is taken with 
the declination of CepheuSy I see nothing im- 
probable in the conjecture, that the King wilh 
the sceptre may have been symbolized as under 
ifce feet of the Lion. You say, indeed, that the 
figures are turned different ways on our celestial 
globeB ; but I do not conceive this remark to be 
fit nmeh importance. 
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You pwwtjttfobwrfe, Unit '' Opkmmud 

f' from oaoh other.'' This is ^ly kMy «teto& 
I find, that the Httto Mtemm in the mantle ef 
C$pk$u$, has ddy ab«ut l^l"* ia Hght aseeniion 
above B in L0O. It ia true, that E in Cepkmm 
hasaboat 182<' above CW* l^MMit. It to to thiip 
perhaps^ that jou allodc. 

We have now another diiwwM^ 9ft the 
word ^^ paranatellon«** You not only miiinter* 
pret what the anther intended to ejqpress in hie 
explanation of thid; word, bntyen bind hia down 
to ^ aignificatiop of it whioh yon have Ghosen 
togiveandtoaf^prove. I have already siduiow* 
kdged that his explanation of the tena was 
johscure and deficient — Ohsouie, beeaase it 
admits the sense wlveh yon have aftsed to iit, 
and which was not that which the withcHr meant 
to eonvey — and deficient^ because even as he 
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btmadf iateiKMl to state it, aU tlie variMa* 

MMM ia wjpkh die. wcad afiay be itwd, weta 

aot daMnbed. Qut, Sir^ the mitaef ta whicb 

yw i^eliave it may be cioonreetly limitad> batreyli 

jmir utter ignorance of ito^ngia. The aatbaa 

p^Te his expligawtioa of the woid ia a o^ti^ 

whioh be avpwa to have beau written ia battel 

lYho is the critic, thea, poesMf ed of eqsmaoi^ 

eandoor, who, if he had found a tern used 

ia a diflbfaat aeaae by an author ftoai what hm 

aiplanatiop of it ia another part c^ his book 

ieettiad to aathorisei would aot have eiMained 

the iwriooa meaaiags which th« wotd weald 

bear. If he found, that the word would bear mU 

the meaniags in whidi the author employed it; 

aothiag more woidd renndn fi» him to do, than 

to assiga the portion ci bkme wkioh he-mighl 

thiirii due to aa imperfect and inaccurate expfa^ 

Mtiaa, wfit^ ia a hurry by the avowal of the 

Muthor hiaisetC But it is evident, that ynt hold 
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meaniBg^ than a tonstellation which rises beside 
a sign, or which haying set with it necessarity 
rises with it This is clearly Uie sense ia which' 
jDU understand the andior, and this is the senstft 
which you approve as correctly given. That 
you shoold not know^ that stars which set at the 
same time do not necessarily rise at the same 
time, may be more easily excused to yon, than 
that yoa should be ignorant, that rapa signifies 
contra as well as juxtUy and that consequently 
the paranatellon of a sign may be described as I 
h^^e already done in a former Idter. Instead, 
however, of looking for the various significations, 
in which the author has empk>yed the word, in 
its own origin and composition, ytm limit its 
sense— adopt an explanation of it, wfaicb, as 
yon undnMand it, turns out to be iaoorrect as 
well as deficient-*- and bind down the autlkir M 
the meaning which you have assigned to it AH 
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the fidsehoock^ then^ whicb you have allinbiitied 
to the JHitbor^ upon the subject of Cephewh&Bf; 
the pttaomtelhm of Leo, will eoase to exist, whea 
the various signifioationB which the word will 
hear are considered. But I shall bow follow 

4 

you in your ccmments. 

The author says ^^ Cepheus comes to rise 
^' under Leo, of which it cc»itinues to be the 
^^ parAMtellon, until the Sun enters the 8%n of 
^ SaorpmuJ' Your remark is as follows — ^^ He 
^^ here assots then that C^eM.is at a^^artv^n 
^ time the paranatelkm of Leo — that it ceases 
^' to be so at another time-^and that the time 
^^ <rf its ceasing is, when the Sua enters, the 
'^ sign of Scorpim. The first assertion is faise 
^^ in prait 6L &ct" You then^ proceed to statef 
tli6,explaii|ttioaof the wprd ^^ parapatellon/' as 
it is givenby the author ; and, with yqurimdi^r* 
iiendiog of: that wpls;nptiiift,^yo»-slyw„ whatno 
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M* wit Amy, \katy if it foe tbB true Md oiOl^ 
ose^ Ctpkem ciMiiiot be a parauateHon ef Leoi 
Bidy Sir, the explmiatioD ef tbe auUunv timigir 
admitted by me to be ebsonre mad ddkrieal^ 
while it ift prettMneeA by ydii to be correct, w«i 
not intended to convey tbe meeniDg whicb jmx, 
have affixed to it He certainly meant^ that 
doMtellaAioiis riimg oppOsil^ to a tign^ whfle it 
was setting, or jmt set, as well as tXose fisn^ 
iuide it, were to be eiilled its paraMiHAoM: 
Without paying the least atteation to the ward 
itself, or not knowing how to deriire it, yoti 
insist upon binding down the author to hi« 
expknation, and to that explanation as nnder^ 
stood by yourself* Now, he clearly conaeoted 
with tl^ vrorA both c^mftmeH^ and cantrtt^t-^ 
two ideas, that the etymology of the word foree^i^ 
npm m as hMeparable fitom it — ^^ iMng wHh 
^ and beside''^^-^, ^ againsT and in oppesitibii 
"^ to." th^ Wis eftdenUy in Ms miiid wImi 
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he wrote the nenteoce viriucli ypa hmra quoted. 
He hmi just been refenuig to Colinnelia, who 
atates^ that Cepheus tiees (I eooeliide at 48^ 
N. I4.) ictt the 74fa o£ the Ues of J«)y. Bot 
Ceph^uSy though above the horbsea at auiiraet^ 
would be nesaw to it in the ktitmie of Caim^ 
tSmiiftthat d Rmn^; and if Colmnella coald 
qpeaJk: dfrthe jrisiog of this consteUatioa at 
49» a. ti.r tfP £igy|>tiw> ^forUoriy might haiFa 
aaids Om* at 30^ N. L. Cephew waa riing; 
]|^i£p^.iaAhi»8e|)a«b aiid ia olparvihg t^ CoUii» 
i|fi€Ala.doaaii9t liflMt the mingf ef atara to tkik 
heliaea^ cchnniea], aad ftehroayeal wa^i) Cb4 
pb0UM may aswradly be called the partaatdtoar 
^ I4W — it ripea ovw agaiaat» or oppaiite to, 
l^; and 1^ t^i^rarifOiMP (whMea owr word) 
pa2lf ai^iiifjf either ^^ to rjae with aad beside^" av 
<^ ag^iaat eoid in oppqaitiatt tOt*" lahaU not beai«» 
tjM« taaaaent to the fw^oaitionthat CepUmf at 
the tiaie daacnbed, la a pAtaiiatdloii^of Lfo. 
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'' Tin second asacirtioD;' Mgr T^r ^ ii ft^M 
f' mthenstoreof thingt." ThU saeoiid uiMr^ 
tioa amoonts t» this, UmA ftr a o^rtein seMoir 
CipheuB eontinaes to ba the pwanatelkm of Leo. 
Novr midoiibtodij it woidd be false, if yoat 
imdevBtaiidiDg of the explanation of tiie term 
^' pwranabrikm" were just, add if the meaning^ 
of this term were limited to the signification 
wfaiob yoa have assigned to it But tf Cola- 
nMAa% iense of the rising of a consteilation be 
admitted, a^d admitted it must be by those 
wha^speak after the aneient astronomers, and if 
the obriotts senses, which the word '^ parana-^ 
^ teHM" will bear, be consulted, there* is no 
dificiilyiv reeonciling the an thorns words botk 
with troth and with the nature of things. He 
says, ^ Cepkom oentiaues to be the paranateBon 
^ ^ Lbo wBtUJi the Shm ent^r the eign of i$bor- 
^ jMJw." Now it ia oeetate that ftom the thne 
the Sua ettters Lm, O^^hew nright be Men m 
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Egypt, always at Bightr*iaUy risieig to tke mer^ 
diaii, until the time when the Sun was in Seor-' 
jfdvSy and then at night-fall Cef k ^u $ would bo 
seen at the nieridian^ and thenee gradually de^ 
dining night after night. The afithor th^ 
clearly nieant to say, Cepheus continues to b9 
seen^ night after night, nearer and nearer, at the 
close of day, to the meridian^ to wjiich he is riatn^ 
over agMnst the sign of Leoy until about the 
time when the sun is in Scarpius^ and when 
Cepheus is nolonger seen at night-&ll ascending 
to the meridianit but already th^e, or cleclinioy 
from it 

To every candid judge of the subject the 
whole case will probabfy appear pretty nearly as 
follows. TV, author of the <Ed$pu$ has not 
given so luU^ or so clear an explanation of the 
word ^^ paranatellon," as he ought to have done ; 
w^e you, only intent upon injuring your adver* 
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Miyi ImVe negated to make ;fourseIf acquaiotod 
with tlie language of the ancient astronomen, 
and have betrayed sach a want of knowledge as 
does no hononr to your station. You were 
^norant, that^he ancient astronomers, as we 
have seen in the examples of Columella and 
Manflius, did not limit themselves, in speaking 
tf the risings of the stars, to the terms which 
you have explained from Bishop Horsley, or the 
dictionary; and you seeiki never to have sus- 
pected, that rafiat^ariXXHv (whence wafiavclrtXKovy 

inay signify ^to rise against, or in opposition 
^ to,*" as well as ^^ to rise beside, or in conjunc- 
'* tion with/' 

* But, Sir, the most extraordinary part of the 
iiusiness is, that you should have declared it t6 
fte your belief, that the aut^br^ eicpianaUbn at 
the word *^ pawmalellon,'' as you underMmd 
Aat exptanatUm, Is petf^ctly cortrect*- Thfc 
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author did not mean to eonTey the sense which 
yijia have affixed to his explanation ; but you say^ 
^^ a ooMtellation is then the paranatellon of a 
^ sign, when it rises or sets together with a 
" sign/' This is the sense, in which you under- 
stand the author's words ; and you pronounce 
this explanation to be perfectly correct ! Now 
who is it, I should Hke to know, that is here 
** using terms which he does not in the least 
^ understand?*' What, Sir, is a constellation 
to be called the paranatellon of a sign, because 
it sets together with a sign ? I am willing to 
refer the matter to all the Doctors, Bachelors, 
Graduates, and Under -Graduates of Cam- 
bridge; and enquire of them, whether, or not, 
their Chrk<ian Advocate could have understood 
what he was talking about, when he said that 
he believed, diat a constellation may be cor- 
reetfy called the paranatellon of a sign, when it 
siCtwithaslgnt 
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The author, continuing to speak from the 

« 

ancient astronomers^ says* *^ the King witfi the 
'' sceptre (CepheM) setp about the time when 
'^ ^ccrpias rises." Your comment is as fol- 
lows — ^^ Does he mean to speak of the time of 
^^ the year when the Sun is in Scorpio, or tif the 
^' time of day at any particular season when 
*' Scorpio comes to the horixon % Let him[ mean 
^* which he will> his assertion is equally y9i/#e 
^^ and absurd in th» nature of tUngs." I wiU 
venture^ however, to answer ibr the author^ that 
he meant to speak of the season, when the stars 
in Scorpio beg^n to rise above the horieon in 
Egypt Now what is the period when, in that 
country,. the greatest portion of the figure of 
Cepheus (which sets there at all) may be 
reckoned as either set or setting ? It is, I slmdd 
think, pretty nearly about the tiniie when the left 
claw of the Scorpion rises. Now the ancient 
astronomers^ from whom the author waa 
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s|HBaiung, did not hesitate to say/ that Cephew 
gets when Scerpio rises ; and then you^ truly, 
come forwards, and. abuse him, as if he were 
imposing, desan chef, something that never was 
heard of before on his unsuspicious readers; 
You say, that he has asserted what is fedse and 
absurd, because he has observed that, in Egypt, 
€kpheu8 sets about the time when iScof^pfM rises. 
If you can have any sense of shame, you will 
feel it when you turn to the pages of Aratus. 
There you will see, that Cepheus is said to set, 
when Scdrpius rises. You may then turn to the 
tables made out from Hyginus, and there you 
wiU find these words, Orto Scorpianey Cepheus 
ocddit Lastly, you may consult the celestial 
globe of Senex*^ and having rectified it for 
9Qp N. L., you will perceive that the^crown of 

* I partkularlj mention this globe for a reason, which 
Will be stated in a succeeding Letter, 

p2 
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point of the Skeptn is afaent io set^ firheii Ae 

emr^ witk ivHlit jiidaQe, Acenteoy, 9mA IcttroJn^ 
gnu bare^uecnsad Sir W* DLiof iMidrtS^g wiiat 
is^foaiMlxifim^tfiiitiiBiiatareDftllta^ W6 
idoiTfittevVho it ia tkfid cwi imult trtd 4b«ii» 
aBQther writer io tl^ ^rwaM tmHiB of ^^ud^titj;, 
t«vtfaoiit httviAg^ the kMt aegyiwrfitnw with h»» 
mbjMit Bttt I ^v»iU (CMdMoend to .^ ^o mom 
to you at {)re$attt» thun to t^U yon, wh^ wMif 
will foei* 'that yaw book (ioen. you ao cfsedil^ 
eitfa^ a0 tatGentleniMi, t. SdM^affi^r^ CbrisliWBi^ 

I am, &c. 
Jui>, i8k3. V INDEX. 
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LETTER VIL 



SIR, 

Tnt Milhoi of tbe (Edipus Judm" 
em hMu with the Jennit Kircher^ fbat the 12 
nignd of ih^ sodi^c were represented on the 12 
gtaikdardis of th6 tribes of Isi^el. For this yoti 
call him an infidel/ and treat him as a Chaplain 
tit the Orand Mufti mi^ be ejcpectecf to treat 
a CHaur. 

^^ 1 Will Consider/' say ybtt, ** hid discuteioii 
'* on Jacob's prophecy concerning Zabulon — 
'^ ^ He shall dwell at the haven of the sea, and 
"^ shaH 1i>e f6r a haten fbr i^ps \ and hi^ border 
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" shall be unto Zidon/ All this," you conti- 
nue, ** is dear enough, as it has always been 
" understood, a prophecy of the geographical 
'' situation of the tribe of Zabulon, whose allot- 
" ment was to border on the Mediterranean, 
'^ and also on the territory of Zidon." 

In this little sentence you have made two 
egregious blunders ; and have shown yourself 
to be utterly unacquainted with the geography 
of the Holy Land. The territory of Zabulon 
was not bounded on^ any side by the Mediterra- 
nean. The territory of Afi^er intervened between 
Zabulon and the Mediterranean. Neither did 
the allotment of Zabulon border upon Zidon. 
Part of Asher and Naphtali lay between Zabu- 
Ion and Zidon, and these two last no^where 
bordered upon each other. 

You proceed : " However, Sir W. D. is to 
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* prove that the sign of Capricorn was allotted 
^ to Zabnlon, and therefore that the words of 
^ this prophecy bore alhksion to the sign of 
^ Capricorn." — ** He begins by expressing his 
^^ dissatisfkction at the translation of the He- 
" brew text. He says, it onght to be translated 
" * a haven for a ship/ not ^ a haven for shij^s.' 
** The word translated ships ils JTM. Inifegatd 
^ to this word, he says, 'a mascnKne noun 
^ ending in \ and assuming a feminine form 
^"^in the singular, takes n final rather that) n. 
^ Thus r^ytk is the regular feminine singular for 
'^ >>l, though sometimes written rr^M.'' In 
^^ answer to all this," you continue, ^^ I have to 
^ observe, 1st, that if he had known a little 
^ more of the language, which he pretends 
^ cnrkieally to discuss, he would have discovered 
^ that ^3M is ftof a masculine noun: it is common 
^ in gender ; he may see it used as a masculine 
^ noun «X IKing^, x. -11, and as a feitaibftia' 
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^ ban th» word jT >» iJwayi been trattuktdd a» a 
^ plural man in the paiisage bafora im ; but.ia 
*f ^veiry in«tanca ia wUeh the wmd oeaan ia 
'^ Scripture (nearly twenty times on the whole), 
'^ it h, and has been iayariably translated as a 
^ phural noun. (See TayWs Hefiiew Coaoord« 
'f ance.^ Not to mention ihat many MCUSL 
'^ ha;ire, in the paaaage before w, irKUty Aha 
^^ fegulifr plural of rp]t^ a« may be seen by 
^' conml^ing Kenwcott'a Hebrew BiUe. 6a 
^^ much for our author's new tnuHati§n of thia 
^* Scriptural passage." 

You will see, Sir, that in mafciag thia axtcael 
from your book, I have, ia this, as well as in 
ether instvmcesy taken the libtftytoomitaame 
of, the abusive and iw^dtii^ las^age wbick 
you have directed against my elient Ther^[)e« 
tition of it mig^ tend to ixritate; and your 
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crfUeal dumnaiaiw ob the Hebww language \ 
alwa^ vary amusiiig. Then is a Mleiniiity tft 
jour maEDW, wlule yon go cm from Unnder 
to bhuiAer, whiofa^ I cmn sMwe yon, is v«rjf 
divertkig. 

I bwre' 86011) Sir, whemyoa eaw it, the *mNPd 
nH mariml m a aoun oommoBin Boxtorfsljeii^ 
ioM) witli a refereBce to the two pamNtges aft 
I Kings, X. Ib the passage at v. »'-*^iM 
imoy vWY~it is clear that "Oti h jimed widi 
Ae participle in the feminine. Bat do yoQ 
know why it is so? I fancy not, otherwise yoa 
wtoidd acarcely have talked as you have done. 
13H is wfillea here for r^M, the n lieiBg cttt^iT 
befim vmnn Aeoordingfy RnoMAinas sagrs, 
"W fmm. fmmd^ pomhif pro mtegro rwA^ 
navk^^$U n enU nmnm vnnr\y abieisMmr 
mi. 1 MBff. K. 2$. From tMs It resalts, that 
Sir Vf.Di is perfectly torredL ^M is a niascu* 
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Kne Qoim. When we find >M joioed with the 
participle ia the feminine at 1 Kings x. 22^ it U 
Mthing dse than the feminine form mM widi 
the n ielided. Bnt yon^ having seen the wovd 
marked as of common gender in the Hebrew 
Lexicon^ thought yourself safe in assailing the 
Mther of the CEd^ms Judmcu9. Now, had 
yen possessed the slightest ciitical fcaowledge 
sf the ]an^iage» yon wo«ld have been aware, 
that whea ^M is feouBiae,. the word is thus 
writteo for the femiQine form n^M» with the 
elision of the ru 

You mgy in the seceod place, '\ that not only 
^ has the word n^3N always been tmnslated as a 
^^ plural noun in the passage before us ; but in 
^^ every instance in which the word ooeurs in 
^^ Scripture (neM^y twenty times An the wh«^) 
^ it is, and has bean inviariably tran^at^ a^ a 
^^ pluml noun.'' You refer us to Taylor's Iie« 
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trew Concordance. Really, Sir, it is rather ft» 
much to hear you abasing the author of the 
CEdtpuSy when you cannot stir a step yourself 
without making a blunder. The word rr^SH iB 
to writtien at Gen. xlix. 13, and has < been 
always, as'yon say, rendered as a plund noun in 
t\nB example? but how came you to assert so 
rasUy, that the word ii*>3M occurs nearly twehty 
times in the Scripture, and has been invariably 
tmndated as* a plural ^ noun. Yon refer ns to 
Taylor'fl Concordance. A man who writes with 
the avowed design of. destroying the literary 
reputation of another should make himself sure 
of his &cts. Out of the instances which Taylor 
has given, and I think they are exactly 19 in 
number*, the word is written IT^H Ind cnce^ 

' * The pttiages referred to by Tajler ere— ^Crefl. sifai. 

13*^ Jwlf. ▼• 17 1 Kings, ziii. 48, 4Bi¥k^%OaNmn 

yUL IS; iz. 21, tl; zx. Ml SO, 37.-' Job, iz. 26»-*ntL 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



m4 that is preei«e)y at the paaaage before ut^ 
(Gel* dix. 18.) and ni Mery atker exkmple it is 
writtMnv^M* Turn to your Hebrew Bible^ Siiv 
and you will find Chat I am correct Then what 
in to be tfidnght 6f yaa, for thus aaserting, that 
JT3M ooean in off these passages, and is trans^^ 
lated as m phual neon? On the contrary, with 
the MceptioB of the passage in questidiii the 
plvalfomi nP3M| ef which rtm^ or mn^ is the 
ritigalar, is uniformly fiHudL What an etample 
ef ^DOMnce and inacofttrecy hare we hfeie okM^ 
Ubed bf die main who has undestakiMi to write 
down the aathor of the (ZUjpics JnAcmmi iEb 
mtteh> 8fa% ftr yoor Hebrew teirtiing* 

Haarhig thus displayed yoar aecurato ae# 

xMiL7$ ok.M.~lMfah,ikie; ttW. 1, 14. -« Bkcftiel, 
n«iL f^tt.^lKisgt, iK.«r. It b^ly is tts fin* <tf 
atie sMttplM tbst tlM wiurd to iMttm nw« 
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^vmintane^ wilk geagr^iby and H9br*w» i^ 
i^xt favour «A with a spocioiett of yowr clttow<^ 
k^al fcttKywled^e* No aUtuiw, jw thinks 
cMild be made in tbe 48th di«|itor d* GatHMia 
to the cOttatelkti^n of tbo ship, caUod Jrff0 by 
llieQraak9^ becau/se ^^ Jaoob delivered ^lia ppa^ 
^ phoey about 1700 jfhrs B, C. ; and the oxpe<^ 
^^ dittoii of tha ArganMta, itbioh gave a plaM 
"^ tt tha iphwe to tba 9bip Argis ooewfedi 
^> tocardiag to tiia eavUeM irockoaiag^ about 
"* 1200 ymn B. C."-Tbu#, aeeoirdkig to oac 
* iHithw'a Mge obaervatioB, Jacob made alliH 
V aiM, to the slttp Ajrgo as eKistiog m tha 
^^ Bfhffn, at laaat liQO yaar« befoire it eoiUd 
^ have existod tbare." For whom cam yfm' 
haT« iaftandad tbia argument? The Uader* 
graduates in yomr Umversity will laa^^ at yon 
far it '' Tha espaditiou of Ike Ai«teiaat« gavfi 
"^ arpbieeiiithaapbafetothaahipAifa" Naii^: 
if ev^ a ligwiimy tala deaenrHi to be treidatt- 
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Its fabulous and absurd/ it is fbis story of the 
eipedition of the Argonauts. But allowing it 
to be trtte; that 1200 years befivre Christy JasoB 
and hi& companions sailed from Pagass to Col-*^ 
ehiSy in search of the fleece d* a golden ram^ 
n^uch ram was the son of Neptune, and had 
cArried Pkrixus and Helle, die children of 
Nephele, (a cloud,) through the air -—avowing 
that this same Jason, who Was descended from 
the God of the winds, and who had been edu- 
cated by a Centaur, landed in Colchis, tamed 
two bulls with brazen hoc^ and horns ; sowed 
thei ground witb a serpent's teeth, which sprang 
ttp in the dbape of warriors armed cap^a-fie ; 
^persuaded a monstrous dragon to swallow an 
opiate ; carried off the golden fleece, and mar* 
ried Medea who was an enchantress ; — allows 
ing, I say, that all these things were true, I desy. 
diat the expedition f£ the ArgonaHts.ftrst gave a* 
plate in the sphere tothe consCeUatioB ofi^'tbi^ 
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f £^p." Tltat constdlatioB was, iodedd, eallai 
Argo by the Greeks ; but ^< the ship" ooiitd not 
havebeen orignujly placed in the sphere by the 
Greeks. A very considerable part of the coa«- 
stellatioui and the bright star in it, Canobusp (m 
Egyptian name,) are never visible further north 
than 40^ifroni the line, and could never have 
been seen by the Argonauts either at Ps^gasae or 
at Colchis. And then you come with the chro^ 
nology of Father Peteau in one hand, and the 
hiAe of Jason in the other, and tell us, that the 
expedition of the Argcmauts, which gave a pkiee 
in the iqph^ to the ship Argo, occurred about 
1200 years before Christ! No, Sir. " The 
<< ship" could only have been placed in the 
sphere by a people to whom this constellation 
was entirely visible; and at Pagasse, whence 
the Argonauts sailed, thl^ brightest part of this 
constellation is never seen. Plutarch can give 
you a hint of the country in which ^^ the ship" 
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I origtaftlly {rfaeed in tlie heftv^em, and of the 
people ftom whmt example tlie Greelu repre- ^ 
ieated Ai^ (if such a ship erer existed) in the 

^ It mil be found/' says the author of tiie 
€E!dipm^ *^ that th» ship deseeiids nnder the 
^ horizon, when the Ssa h m Capricorn.^ Toit 
pre your cenanres of this sentenee in joor 
Mnal style of coarse and vnlgar abase. Yon 
wBi be applauded for havkig done so ; but had 
yon not accused your adversaiy of infidelity; 
eren you. Sir, would hare bhished to attack a 
sentence, which had been pubHcly cotrected by 
the author himself, feurtecn months before your 
book waa printed. In the Classical Jovrk al 
for Mareh, 16)2, I find that Sir W. D. has 
amended this passage ; and then you, witimit 
psgring the least regard to this amendment^ 
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tsMil him M if it had sever Weo liadk U 
thb nctudimfi to the fair lawa of om^Mtisrt^S 
Woald awh ma Mbdk ba auffictodi, muchlMa 
shaotianed by the Gritica, if yon had not itradfc 
Jittrtio» dttnb^ by oalliiig yaw adyeraary •t 
infidel f 

. Batthiab not, Sir, tfiat I shall let yweMsupe 
arati with the miMrabk ttiomph of imalting 
att luitbor Soa: an erroTi whieh he had pubU^ 
aafteCtod feurtteA mantha before your libel 
afftiaathiBi af^peiired* You r^qweet your reader 
to adi^pt hia globe £» the latitude of Egypt (6(y 
N. JU) ; and you tall htm that ^^ he will than 
\* findi that only a part of the aonataUatioa of 
<' Argo Of ef rfaca at all above the homwi 
?^ and tiM^ eveiy fart of it has afctually snph 
f^ entinely under tile horiaon before Capricorn 
<< begins to rise.'* The globe, Sir, of wliich I 
generally ftiake use is an old one mide by Senex. 

Q 
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I prefer it to some move modem oneij in whidi I 
find that «ome stars^ which were formedy reck- 
oned as belobgtng to conitoUatioDf , are excluded 
from the %nr0i in which they were contained. 
This new arrangement may have its advantages ; 
but it can only tend to embarrass us, when we 
speak of the constellations as they were known 
to the ancients*. But, Sir, with the use even 
of a more modem globe, what am I to under-^ 
stand by your words concerning Afffef Yon 
assert, ^' that only a part of the constellation 
^* of Argo ever rises above ^.hbrison atSO^ 
" N. L." To what class of readers could you 
be addressing yourself, vrhen you risked this 
rash assertion ? WImt> Sir, you, 'who eiBtct to 
speak with so much as^nomical knowledge^ 
and who make such a parade of scientific accu- 
racy — can you neter^ even by clulnce, make a 

* This is particularly the case with respect to thq con- 
stellation of Scorpiui, 
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statement^ without committing a blunder ? Had 
you not been so insolent . in your pretensions — 
had you not so unjustly charged my client with 
ignorance^ and loaded him with abuse — I 
should really^ have pitied you, and have left your 
errors to be. winked at hy the journalists. , But 
when, I recollect, . that your object in publishing 
your, book is avowedly to destroy the reputation 
of another^ I cannot easily remit any part of the 
punishment which is due to your ignorance, to 
your arrogance, and above all to your malice, 
I take Jcmes's twelve^inch globe, and rectify it 
Ibi^ the latitude of Cairo, 30'' N. L. ; and I do 
not find a single star In Argo,. of which it can be 
said that it ^' never rises at all above the horizon/' 
How then^ ^r, bould you assert, that ^' only a 
^^ part of the conatellAtioii^ cf Ai*go ever rises at 
^^ all abote.the hoxizop ii^ that latitude?" 

Yott are next pleased to tell us^ that ^^ every 

I 
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^ part of it ( Argo) has actuaUy svnk beMatk 
"^ the horixoii (80^ N. U) before Capricorn 
*' begins to rite.'' This you say in the foce i^ 
Hyginuf. Sur W. IX's words, as they stand 
corrected in the Classical Journal for MJardi, 
1812, fourteen months before yonr last booh 
appeared, run thus-**^' It will be found that 
^ this ship (Argo) descends under the horiMti, 
'^ wbea tiie sign of Capricorn rises.** Now i 
turn to the small 12-inch globe, on whieh I And 
the mast of the ship much shorter than on the 
globe constructed by Senex, and consequently 
less favourable to my client^s statement But 
even there I find, that when tlie star in Capru 
com^ marked /i, rises, several et the stars iu 
the mast, and even one in the poop of j4rffOi 
iMive not yet set Now, let me ask, to whom is 
your own sentence to be applied with the greater 
justice —to you— or to Sir W, D. 1 '' How 
^ acAonishing is it, that a person should be so 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2^9 

^ iojudickms (td My no nore) as thus to hazard 
<^ assertknMS, die fitlMhood of whieh it is in the 
^ power of erery one, wbo examines at all wliat 
^< ke 01^, io detect and expose !" Yonr Uai- 
tersity^ Sir^ is oelebmted, and I bdiere most 
justly, for the vwbus bmnches oi literatura 
whidb llMrish vithin lis waOs ; btrt I ha;ve 
always nnderstood fliat the ma&ematicians of 
Cambridge ai^ peotdiatly pte^mineot. What 
will these ma^ematioiaiis think of Aeur Chits« 
tian Advoeafte, Who, while he is abusing and 
insulting the author of an unpublished book, 
proves his own ignorance and inaccuracy at 
every word he says? ^' Only a part of the con- 
'^ st^iKlion of Argo ever rises at all aibove the 
'' horizon in Bgypt, at 80^ N. L./' says the 
Omele. Go to your globes, ye mathematicians 
of Cambridge ; you will find that they contra- 
diet the Oracle, and, therefore, let me advise yoa 
to set about constructing a new s^glbst^. i^gain 
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the Oriacle tella yoii, that ^^ Mery part of Ai^o 
^^ lias actually rank eiUirdjf under the horizon^ 
"^ (likewise stSO^N.L.) before Caprioorn begins 
^'^ to rise ;" bikt again tUe oeleitial gfebe contra- 
dicts the Oracle, and shxm% that a part of the 
eonstelktion of Ai^ has not sunk heneath the 
horizon, when Caprioorn begiBS to rise. Lose 
no timei therefore, I beseech you, ye disciples of 
£udoxus ^and Hipparchiis, in cons^otiig a new 
sphere that will suit the new discoveries in 
itstronomy, for which you have to thank your 
Christian Advocate ! 

FiaQOi the subject of astronomy, you return to 
give us another display of your Hebrew learning. 
Upon this topic you are, at least, always amus- 
ingc The self-complacency, which is mingled 
with your ignorance, makes both the one and 
ihe other very entertaining. The author of the 
.CEdipujs says, that p^it may be translated ^^ 4he 
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^^ great tiiinter.^ Yon say, tliat iliefe vt no 
particle of aatk)rity for this, and leai^. your 
reaider ^^to his own astonishment at the hardi* 
^* hood of a person, who can propose to affix 
'^ new meanings to words, according as* the 
<^ &ney strikes him, without the slightest 
'' authority/' New, Sir, I sbouhl.be glad to 
know, how yon, in your wisdom, would tn^s* 
late TX— nna at Gen. x, 9. In our version we 
have it, ^^ a mighty hunter." Again at Jer. xvi, 
16> we have am ^^ hunters." It appears then 
to me, that n% or pTS, is nothing else than TK 
with an intensitive ; and if it be so, ^^ a great 
^^ hunter" is precisely the meaning of the ^ord. 
^ Consult somebody, who. knows eiomething about 
the language, and you will learn that this 
account of the word is perfectly consistent with 
accuracy. The city TmUmwau so called from 
its founder Tsidon, the first*bom son.of Cja^ian ; 
and this son of Canaan seems to have received 
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Im miM kom bis aoewfuyEkm #C <^ kwtb^.'^ 
BM tnOy Sit W. IX " •««» mw mMmnga ki 
"^ words, wil]iMriLtlM«%hU^M Wby, 

i bsliew, Skf if he hud Mver wmimy bookg^ ba» 
•Mh as Jim Inm MMMtto4» tlio fwi^e i£ }m 
a«yiQrities wouM lame bMK un^w ^BMf h. 
Ifot look a* tWOoonaatiooit wd at tlio LiexiooB 
of Rimelfamsa Aecordiai^ to* tkooo au^ofilioat 
trrx signifies •* haating" *^aiid pv~rv3 '' tfaa 
^ Iioase of tho hnntresoosw'' It ia enideol Ibaii 
that -ns, <^ be kath kwtadl/' is the toot vriieiioe 
the author of the Onomasticoii and RamottaiM 
deriiPied yn. The city, faovirevop^ was called 
j^idon, or TiNdoB, from its fbander, tke son of 
Canaan ; and it is obvious that his name was 
fra ^' f9€nat&ry'' since it coald bo neither ^ wna^ 
** tria^y'' nor ** wemOi^:' No\(), Sir, at whose haarw 
dihood is it^ that wo ought to be astonished! 
Sir W. D. had '' not a porticbi of autfafioit|r'^ for 
what he was sa^Wigt What aa egcegioaa 
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Orade ata yMl I bo|ie '' die BiUe Soeiety,*^ 
tik I^BtifartMii lug^ly respectable, ^1 ceoftidftr 
ef acme ii6W traailaAkai for TB— n3>^ vaA 
mne% m cited abwcf^ in the next edilicttef the 
Sorifitwee. Soie e nl ica weiili make T8 •ignify 
"^ eroUmr^ Ac.'' and this kMovU befai^ycMVe* 
Mttt f« yoiL In the mean tine I will imitere 
teilcH you, tlM^t the aeMe given b^ Sir W. D. ef 
frs is l^crfeetly eoaAistenfc and aeeitfi^ ; while 
yoa menififtrt yemr iHter ignorance cf the dcMeato 
ef ibt Hebrew language, and yet have /^ the 
^^ hardihood'' tx^ aisniee a tone to be ex|ieeted 
sather fmm an Oracle, than from a mwd aad 
aober critic. 

You go en to coneider what the axithor hay 
•aid coneeming Dan — '^ Dan shall fae a serpeirt 
'^ by the imy." The Mthor observes^ that 
^' cfeaeto Seorpms^ and by the Zodiac, ^hicA is 
^ the solar way^ we find the Adder, whieh i$ 
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" called Coluber, or Serpens Ophiuci^* Your 
cominent is as follows. = ^' The Adder is nM 
^ dose to Scorpius^ • nor iy the Zodiac (he 
^^ should have said the ecliptic) which is the 
^^ solar way." Befi>re i proceed to other matters, 
let me tfaaok you for the pretty little cavil /^ he 
^^ should have said the ecliptic ;?' but wheB 
you say^ that the Adder is not close to Scorpius, 
nor by the Zodiac^ I must desife yoa to look for 
the stars in Cohtber, which are mai4[ed 17 and.( on 
my small globe. You will then find that thie 
part of Coluber actually dips into the 2iodiac ; 
while one c^ the feet of the Adder-bearer rests 
upon the back of the Scorpion. You say, ^^ the 
^' tail c^ the adder^ it is true^ is delineated near 
^ to Scorpius, but the head is distant from it, 
^ not less than 40^; and its direction is entirefy 
^< away from the zodiac and ecliptic." The ftrst 
part c^ this statement is altogether incorrect. 
It is the belly, and not the tail, of the. adder, 
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which is delinoated near to the irign ofScanpius^ 
If yon will split hairs, you^ s^ist take the cense* 
queDces. It is nothiog to the argument^ that a 
part of ijus eomftellatio9 is rempved; firom the 
Scorpion. The belly of Co&f6er dips into the 
zodiac, or runs beside it, near to ScorpiuSy for 
about 20^. This justifies the expression of the 
author — The Adder is " a serpent by the way," 

You are pleased to admit, (what a satisfac- 
tion !) that the author is nearly correct, when he 
says, that ^^ the head of the Adder ascends 
<^ about the same time with the feet of the Cen- 
'^ taur." How generous a concession ! It has 
surely been in the gentleness of your nature, 
that you have shown the author uny indulgenoc^ 
upon this occasion. You have insulted and 
Itbused him, it is trve, when there was less 
reason ; but though your keen eyes must have 
seeji his error, yet in the fulness of your Christ 
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tkn ctiarity yon would exciMe liini fbr thk oace! 
Wkttta brigiit example do you ghre of the inAi* 
cnce of tfaat meek religkm of wMch you are tlie 
Advocate ! What a dia8ti»emeiit migliC yoa 
not have here inflicted on the suBpected infidel ; 
and yet you have forborne ! WeH did yon 
faiow all the while> tiiat^ at 80^ N. L., it is act 
the hind-feet of Onfoicmt whiob rise at the 
eame time with the head of the Adder, but his 
left hind-knee ! How coald Sir W. D. eottimit 
rach a palpaMe error! and how could yomr 
charity allow, that the mfiM% statement was 
nearly correct ! Wl^ did ym not insult Inm as 
usual, and abuse him for making an assertion 
which is decidedly false ? Even I, Sir, who 
am his advocate, ^will not undertake to defend 
himhere* While a knee is a knee, andafootisa 
ibot, I will tell him he is incorrect — If he should 
laugh in my face, I cannot he^ it. — You must 
be cimvinced that I am not laughing in yours^ 
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Tbe author liM said, ^^ CVntanni^ rises bdia^ 
^^ cally with Scarjws.'^ This qooe oioie excitea 
jour bile. You say that the eKpressiim ^' is 
*^ perfect ncmsense." ^^ The only ooBJecture,^' 
you ad4> ^^ at his meaning, which I can form, is 
^^ that these consteUatioiw rise beliaeally at the 
^^ same time of Uie year.'' Here we have, in« 
deed, a mighty efibrt of critical sagacity 1 I 
believe it is pretty obvious timt this was his 
meaning -»'' Centanrus rises heliaoally, or 
<< emerges out of the Sun's rays, about the 
'^ same time of the year, with Scorpius.'' I 
cannot conceive any person to read the words, 
and not so to understand them ; and thus I dis- 
miss your siBy cavil But you tell us, that ^^ if 
^^ this be his meaning, it is erroneous in point of 
. ^^ &ct*-*-the Centaur lies more westerly dum 
^' the Scorpion ; and therefore mast rise heUa*- 
^^ caUy some time before it'^ This is true if we 
speak of the bead of the Centaur ; but do you 
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meair to say that at the latitude in question no 
ports of the Centaur and the Scorpion rise helia- 
calfy^ about the same time of the year? I 
believe that the great star in Centa/nrus is visible 
ftdegree^ or two, to the south of Cairo. It is 
more westerly than jkOares ; and as you are a 
i^af astronomer, Sir, you will oblige me by 
calculating by^ how much timcf its heliacal rising 
in the upper Egypt precedes that of Aniares. 
fSince it is more westerly^ ol in the Centaur, 
according to you, mmt rise heltacally some time 
before any part of the constellation of the Scor- 
pion! 

But a triice to these silly cavils, which you 
would not have ventured to make, if you had 
tiot reckoned upon the unpopularity which you 
have brought upon your adversary by accusing 
him of infidelity. Ytm have made two objec- 
tions, which are more impoj'tani ' 
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I find the folkmin^ word» in the SSssay before 
as. . " i^etiiaps Uie allnsbn may he to Sagitta.' 
^' ritu, followed in fai» deseeat by Scarpitu and' 
" the, Aiider:' You attack the author for this 
sentence wiih. much Virulence ; and accuse hin 
of not knowing, the. order of the signs. Now, 
Sir,. I .think« it might have occurred to you, 
either that. some mistake. had been made by the 
tflwjflcriher, or that some interlineation had 
emhana»«sed; the printer. I admit, however, 
that any such candid interpretation was not to 
be expected ^hun you/, but I must contend, that 
your attack is most unwocthy and dising^ooUs.- 
Fourteen months before your last libel appeared, 
the author had corrected this passage in the 
same Journal, in which . his , £ssay i^jpeared, 
and says « for SagtUarius, read Centawiu." 
Is 4t then just, orhonoturable~is it allowable 
in fair criticism to! attack any thing that is 
mafkfid as an einir by the author himself, and 
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which has been comctodlrjf him, withMt taking 
even tlie sUght^ iiotke nf ike correction) 
The autbw bad it not kk liii peww, ai I believe 
ofkao baj^pens to those who write in tlie pnblic 
^oamalg, to revise the aheeta upon this ooouien. 
Of to correct the preaa. Ae toon ae he hiri m 
pnr^r opportunity, he corrected the error in the 
CtAsmcAi* JovaNAt fiir Maffch> 1A19. Yon amy 
Ihink, Sir, that I have no great diiq^ition to 
spare you ; and yet 1 should be ashmned <i 
taking such an advantage as yoo have dene. 
Your book ia weU and oareAilly printed ; and 1 
em aasnred that its anther revised the sheets, 
idad corrected the press. At page 1 1^ however, 
I fiqd '' many parts of wntings^-M merely alle« 
*' g<Mrica)«" At the conclasien oi your preface 
we are directed to read ^n tat is. What would 
bethought of me, if, wi^iont taking the slightest 
^tiee of this oorrediaa, I #ere to abuse yon 
for bcang giossfy ignerant of the grammar of 
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jour language? How would your friends the 
British Critic and the Ckrigtian Observer treat 
me for suoh a proceeding? They would say, 
and say truly, that I had acted an unworthy part. 
You -wikl tell me, perhaps, that the correctioi^ 
fthoold have been made in the same Number in 
which the Essay was printed, and should have 
appeared in the CEd^m Judaicus. This could 
not happen in either case, because the author 
had it not in his power to correct the press for 
the Jawmal; apd the Essaywas printed in th^ 
C Edipu s from the Jawnal with the introducticm 
of one or two passages from the original MS., 
which had been omitted, probably in the hurry 
of publishing. When the . CBdipus was printing 
)& London the author was absent; and it was 
not until he saw it in that book^ that he knewy 
that Sagittmrnis had been here printed for Ceti^ 
kiurus. In November 1811, he wrote to the 
Gditor of the Classical Journal to desire the 

a 
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sdJeataJtetobeQarreotod; iui4 it irst done in th^ 
March iellowiog, not in an obwuM page> bal 
in a letter p«il^lish#d with the witfaor's naoMu 
Your book ^fem^A ahomt ikt btgiftviBg* «f 
May>X$ld; ftudyetycniaMailtlieMtborANrmm 
eitrar, whidi be bad {mbtidy ooaaestad ponMdoi^ 
ably more than a year befine, writhtmi takuiy 
any notice of that correotioa. 

The next Mntence wbnk occtfrs ittiik:-^ 
^' Bttt the aUiMten wiU alaa sqaply to HfdMy a 
^ parajurtcttott of SbofjMM. ^l^fMatCimteMiKt 
^^ ot^idit cwm Hydra. Hgs'' 

This passa^ has not been corrected by the 
author; and, therefore, yovr objections to 41 
miist be admitted as fidr. Hydm is not a para-^ 
nateil<m of Scorpim. The aUtfacnr desires me 
frankly to ackaowledge the error. That the 
sentence has been mutilated, p*obaUy by soma 
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words beiBg left out in Iraiismbiflg it, is suffiei-* 
ently evident The aathor cannot charge his 
mcoBory with the exact defiidcation ; but ha 
thinks the sebt^ioe might have run — ^^ But the 
^^ ailasion will also apfdy to Ehfdray which set$ 
^^ intt CwtaumSf a paranatellon of ScorfiM^ 
<^ M Centmrfis eecidit eum Hydra. Hyg.'' 
That a ccusideraUe portion of Centaurw rises 
about the sftme time with ScerpitUy in Egypt at 
jm. h, aOPy wiQ not be denied ; and that the sen- 
tence is absdntdy incomplete as it stands at 
present^ and not therefore expressed as it was 
originally written, must be equally obvious; 
bttt die author has not corrected it, and he must 
DcmseK^pMitly feave it to others to decide, whe« 
ther, or not, ^^ He has here either wilfully asserted 
*^ what is fUse^ er through extrsDfte carelessness 
^^ wuAe an inoMiceivable mistake." I will only 
ebserve &» my Client, that those who know him 
will not suspect him of wilfiilly ass^ng what is 

R 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



244 

false. li is true, that a man, through extreme 
carelessness, may make inconceivable mistakes; 
but it is very improbable, that any man, who has 
common sense, should write what is altogether 
inconsequent and inconsistent Who would, 
or who could, from any love of falsehood, or 
from any degree of carelessness, write such a 
4sentence as that to which you object ? In sense 
it amounts to this — ^^ But the allusion will also 
^^ apply to Hydray which rises near to Scorpiu9, 
*^ for Hyginus tells us that CentOMrus sets viridi 
" Hydra" Now putting aside the circom* 
stance, that this statement is directly and obvi« 
ously contrary to fitct, in what is nidi oi Hydra 
and Scorpius; it is utterly inconsequent and 
w ithout connexion. I am, therefore, compelled 
to believe the autlior, when he tells me, that 
though he has neglected to correct it, the passage 
has been mutilated, probably in transcribing it, 
by the omission of some words. He thinks th^ 
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sense was this, as the words were originally 
written *^ ^^ But the allusion will also apply to 
^ f^ydlra, /which sets with Centaurus, aparana<- 
*^ teflon of ScorpiuSy for Hyginus tells us that 
" Centaurus sets with Hydra'^ Let any person 
consider what was the drift of the author's ail- 
ment ; and let the strange inconsistency of the 
passage as it stands at present be considered ; 
and I think it will be generally allowed, that the 
sentence must have been mutilated, by the 
omission of some of the words. But the author 
must plead guilty to the charge of carelessness, 
in not having corrected this passage ; and from 
his not having done so, he must expect to be 
treated by you, and by those who think with 
you, as if he had neither common honesty, nor 
common sense. 

It is not, however, I trust, from one solitary 
example of error, even if this could in strict 
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justice be charged against the author^ that he 
will be condemned by enlightened readers. Let 
the long catalogue of charges^ wUeh you haVj^ 
exhibited^ be examined^ and it wiH be flbiind 
that there is but this last charge, (wUoh reduces 
itself to this, that he has au£B0red a mutikted 
passage to remain unamended,) which catt be. 
fairly brought against him. Almost all tbf 
eharges, which you have hurled $1 his biad^ 
have been made to recoil upon your own. An4 
now, Sir, what a figure do you make! Yea 
nndertook to destroy the literary reputation of 
another man^ and you have blasted your own iit 
the attempt Your book is a chaos of blunder 
-~of blunders which you have made for your 
adversary, afid oi blunders which you have 
made for yourself, 

A word upon the ponstellations which you 
deny to have existed ii)^ the Egyptian spbefu 
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With respect to Ctfbmu I fthall refi^ you to 
what Sir W. D. haa said on that aubject in hia 
Bnay on the ShieU of AdbHka^ publiahed ia 
the CLAStfeAc Journal. Sir W.^ however, 
deaires ma td direct yovr atteotian to th<; 
zodiac of Em6; and to observe the figure 
depioted there behind the Lion. As you have 
obtaOMad % copty (yon beat know by what 
meaaa) of the (Bdifms Judakus, yoa will 
have ao dificulty in complying with thia 
request Aa to the aiitfaority of good Bishop 
Tatiwv wbMi you quote, I think Sir W. IX 
iias shown its value in the above^mttntioiied 
Easay* 

You cannot find the ship Arga in the 
Egyl^an sphere. No, Sir, most likely not; 
but yea will find there the boat, or ship of 
Osiris, ftom wUch the Greeks took the hitft 
of plaicing Argo aonoog the eenirtellatioM. 
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( With respect to CentOHrus, I fAmll only My 
at present, that the form of a Centaur was origH 
sally of Egyptian invention. The re^nres^ita^ 
tion of SagittmrtMiy on. the monuiaents to whidi 
you allude, mi^ have convinced you of this. - 

It is not my intention, Sir, to address i^ny 
more letters to you at present. You will see^ 
that in those which I have already written, I 
have .followed you closely, and have never 
dinched. from the combat. Where my Client 
had really committed mistfikes, I fairly avowed 
lliem ; and as he makes no pretensions to infal*- 
libility, I have no fear of losing my OTedit with 
him for having done so. — 'But, Sir, I err much, 
if I have not shown sufficiently, that your exag- 
gerations of the faults, into which Sir W. D. has 
fallen, are without example malignant and extra- 
vagant I likewise am much mistaken, if I have 
ppt Hiad^ 1^ pretty full exposure of your own 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



249 

tgnoratBCc and arrogance. I now resign the pen 
to my friends BibUcMS and Candidus^ who think 
with me, that your last libel is disgraceful to yon 
%» a scholar, as a critic, and as a Christian. If 
'you have been promoted in your profession, I nmst 
hope that it has been for the exercise of soma 
better qualities than yoa have exhibited in your 
4>ook, which is, without exception, the most ran«- 
corous and scurrilous production I ever read. 
Yon accuse the author of the iEdipus JuddicuB 
of being an infidel, and of writing against the 
Christian religion. To tfak charge he pleads — 
not guiUjf. But were he an infidel-^ had he 
-written against Christianity— -was it by abuse 
the n^bst vulgar, -^by invectives the most scuiw 
rikms, — by charges of ignorance the most 
unjust, *~by accusation of errors most frequently 
unfounded — that a Christian Advocate ought to 
have assailed his opponent ? Was it with wea- 
pons such as these, that he should have defended 
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tm sMred caiuse? But yoa »ioeum\kt aalkt of 
fidieuiiiig the Hohf &C3EkfiwnB. Were this ao^ 
earatiiNi tvM, would it be by the Inmwlkig cW 
ttiour of Tiil|^ abuse, that you could hope tl 
Mlence fahn ? You have, however, in great mea^ 
aureabandoMd your attacks om his leligioua 
Y^iaioas, and hate alaiost entirely Med your 
hcnk with dnu^es of literary delinquency. 
What could be your object in thk, unleee it were 
to destroy the reputation of Sir W- D. asa auai 
of letters, while you exaked your own <diaracter 
ibr learning and sci^iee? The enli^itened men 
«f your own profession) Sir, will probably think 
that the Christian Advocate was net oaUedupon 
hy his duty to exhibit, at snth lengthy e^ier has 
iliwn scientifie knowledge, or the witnt erf* it in 
his adrersuy; and they nsay, perhaps^ have 
se» with regret, that in the importaat situation 
which you h<dd, you should have ]^lded youp- 
self so entirdy to the suggestions not onfy of 
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lage^biitoftMttty, It is but too obvious, iadeedt 
•tfaat you desired, not only to take a direfol re- 
venge on Sir W. D., whom you believed to be 
the anthor of my former Letters to yott, but to 
make a gorgeous dbplay to the world of your 
own literary and scientific aequirements. En-* 
joyi Sir, while it may last, your imaginuy 
tr«um|A. Short are the brilliant dreams of self- 
4elngkm. The Letters of Vmdex will blow to 
shiTcors the fabric of your vanity. The accusa* 
tions of ignopranoe and arrogance which yon 
directed, withsu^ a fierce regard, and with 
such a feeble aim^ against your opponent, axe^ 
about to be rerborted witib tenfold vengeance on 
yoursel£ Yes, Sir, these Letters will prove, tha^ 
wiUi all yo^ur vast pretensions) you are ignorant 
of the very elements of Hebrew learning ; and 
that while you were charging your adversary 
with ignorance of the science of astronomy, you 
Were aQt only generally unjust in the particular 
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accasations which you brought agmingt hib, but 
were yourself frequently guilty oi blunders ^hich 
a man of science could not have committed^ and 
of which a tyro might have been ashamed. 

You may now, Sir, proceed to write more 
libels against Sir W. Drummond. Your friends 
and admirers, the Christian Observer, and the 
British Critic, may again abuse the (Edipus 
Judaicus without having read it, and without 
choosing to listen to any vindication of it — nay 
without even hinting that any vindication of it 
has ever been made. I cannot think, that such 
a conduct quite coincides with the duty which 
Reviewers owe to the individual whom they con- 
demn, — to the public — or even to themselves. 
To pass sentence on an unpublished book, which 
it is evident they never saw, on the authority of 
the accuser, who confirms his charges by the 
help of a few garbled extracts, does no credit t9 
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Ae impartiality of these literary censors. But 
the clamour, which they, or you, may raise against 
the author, will, if I know him well, disturb him 
no more. The lesson, which you have received 
from me, will, I trust, prove a useful correcti(m 
to your pride. In your future controversies with 
new antagonists, you will, perhaps, remember, 
with advantage to yourself, the severe chastise- 
ment which you have received from my hands. 
You will then probably be aware, that insult 
and invective can avail you little ; for you have 
now seen, that your arrogance has been treated 
with scorn, and that your insolence has been 
punished with contempt. A pedantic manner, 
and a loud tone, may impose upon the young, 
and fill the timid with dismay ; but learn, Sir, 
ere it be too late, that there are men who dare 
to think for themselves, and who are neither 
to be awed into humility by the scolding of 'an 
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^97 b%^^ ^<^ to be fri^kteaed into ndtfUB* 
lion by tli0 blitfiterkig ef an Aeademicfil bnUy^ 
wbo taUcB big wUle be mys notbing^ 

I am, &0. 

July, I81X. VINDEX. 
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LETTER I. 



Silt, 

Having rekd the CEidifms Judaicus^ 
written by Sir William Drummond, (a work 
never published^ a few copies only being taken 
off, intended as presents to his friends, in order 
to avoid the tronble and difScnlty of transcribing 
the characters of the eastern languages, of 
which, it is allowed by those capable of judging, 
Sir W. possesses considerable knowledge) — I 
am not the only one, believing the scriptures to 
be divinely inspired, and feeling that reverence 
for them, which has grown up with me from my 
early years, — I say, I am not the only one who 

9 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



25g 

has been highly gratified with the learning andf 
information contained in that work. But, how 
was I astonished when I read your answer to 
that learned production, criminating the author 
as an infidel, who thought he was paying a high 
compliment to the Bible and the sacred writersi 
by proving that it contained a fund of science, 
as well as being of divine origin. I say crimi- 
jMting^ the anthor — not iu the spirit of the^ 
JSorfptn9es> oar coBtistently with the chwaeter 
of the Christiaa Advocate, but in language, at 
has been justly obfierred, ^^ ffaoght vritfa all that 
^^ bitterneis of seiol, which characterises the 
*^ spirits of tie bottomless pit." I shall there** 
fore make a few remarks in order to ascertain, as 
you have accused Sir W. D.;of igiimnaiice, wbe^ 
ther you are justified in ixing that badge upea 
him, forif what y<H& have so Kberally aiirancedl 
be true, he has he&a speocMng his thn,e to little 
^mrpose. 
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You liftTe midet ai few tttleolipte &t Hdbtew 
criticiam; I am swrry tobe.uiiAdrtlieiiecesMiity 
of showing how utteriy dafiMtive yeu aFe in A 
kaguage you have preramed to undeistaHd j 
bnt it if. neeesaary, loBt those who are unac^ 
qnai^ted wkh the laaguage shoold be led into 
warrcr, by gii^ijog yoq credit (br irhat yon do not 
poseeps, viz. ai^ intimate knowledge <^ the ori« 
ginal. 

You remark that Sir W. D« in hi^ comment 
on the word vm"* Jericho^ says, " it is evidently 
^ d^ved from m^ the momi^ bat ad it is writtea 
*^ with the Vaii^ it becomes a eolleotive noun, 
^ and miurt mean the moon in her different 
^'quarters." Well, Sir, and wlji* objection 
can you or any man have to such an application 
tf the word? It muat argue great ignwance 
indeed in the Christian Advocate, so cidled^ 
iu^ to know that the people of Jericbp were 
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worshippers d the mMii! aad wotshipp^s of 
that luminary.too in h^ different quarters. The 
word.m^ also meantf a sjnodieal month; and 
the influence of the Moon in her different qiuu> 
ters was noticed by the sacred writers. Ihui. 
xxxi. 14. Afid /or the preewtu things fmt fmth 
at lk^ lunatioM^ OTn> or different qwxrten ofAe 
Moon; for this is the meaning of the plural 
noun. Sir W. D. therefore is perfectly rig^ ifi 
applying the word irTn> to mean the Moon in her 
different qunrters^r 

You object to Sir W. D.'s definition of the 
word ^ Hmte$y and say, exulti^ly, " Now let 
" us hear Sir W. D/s eommenltfry.". t The 
^ Hivites appear to be worshippers of the eer« 
' pent» more generally .palled Ophites, The 
^ idolatry of these Ophites was extreme!^ 
^ ancient, and was connected with Tsabatsm* 
^ The great constellation, which we call Hydn> 
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' is named mn-Hma, by the Chaldeans/ To 
which you reply — " Perhaps Sir W. D. does 
^^ not Hnow, that others before him have fancied 
" the name derived from the Chaldee word sig- 
^^ nifying serpent, because the people lived 
^^ under ground in caves like serpents. If he 
" will make it probable that tlus people really 
^^ worshipped the constellation Hydra, which 
^^ he is pleased to assume/' &c. What objec-» 
tion ean you have to the Hivites being worship- 
pers of the serpent ? No objection, certainly, 
if you bad understood the meaning and applica- 
tion of the word. The very same word in 
Chaldee with the customary difference in the 
termination, means a serpent Now, as we 
know from the Bible, that the serpent was wor« 
shipped }n Palestine, and as this word signifies 
one of the properties for which the serpent is 
wore noted than any other creature ; Sir W. D. 
is undoubtedly right in asserting that the {liviteQ 
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were worshippets of the sei^ilt It Ahow» that 
he Ipoililesws no small degree of knowledge con* 
cemidg tb9 euatoms of thoee ancieit people. 

In your attempt to criticise cm the Hebrew 
niiHes of tke sevtn nations externinated: hf 
Joshua^ (and tt BiUy attempt it is, for no sach 
dxtermiiiation is said in the ori^nal Ifebrew td 
have been oommanded, or erer tddc place^) yoti 
have the astontshing assukuice^ witii the smaf- 
telriag of Hel»ew you posiiess, to say, ^^ I will 
'' take an an instance, whEeh wiU asi^e to dis<» 
^^ play the author's meritd, bis observations oil 
<< the. names of the aataons eKternunaUbd by 
'' Joshua. The Ccmamnites, the BiUiH^ the 
'' H$vite$, the Permie$y the OirgaMtes, tha 
'' Amotitis^ and the Mmsite^'' Had you, Sir^ 
been capable of asoerlafaiiiig the true meimiB^ 
of the above seven words in the Hebrew, witb 
their applicatidn, and (rf* showing us bow ft wa& 
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that th^ describe the seven ruUnff properties qf 
Ae serpemt, for which this aniaial wm worships 
ped by thdse imoient people ; you thea would 
have been able to determioa the true meaning oC 
those pass|i^e8| well onderstobd by the sacred 
writers where they mention the beast with seven 
heads; and why the Hydra was placed in ther 
Sphere Mid worshipped ^^ But, Sir, I have oHe 
word more before I proceed. Bo not suppose 
that Sir W. D. is the writer of this ; he is a 
g«rtl6Hian of too much modesty, possesi^ing too 
great a degree of sensibility to speak of himself 
ad I riiall feel justified in damg. Believing ia 
divine revelation, I come forward, Sir, as the 
defender of a man who has been doing more fef 
tha henottr of the Scriptures and true religions 
Ij eadeavodiing to strip off (he mask of inoon-» 

« Se6 BcLLAH^'l Ophion; and his Biblical Crittctsms ii^ 
fkt Ckis^ksl journal. 
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sistency, (MmtrcMlictioii, and impossibility, whicl^ 
m the traiwlatioii stares us in the face, till we 
blush to call tbem sacr^, than has been at-^ 
tempted by the supporters of bigotiy and super^ 
stition for ag^s. In the name of covfimon sense, 
and common honesty, let me ask, if you believe 
that the great and inco|nprehensible Jehovah, of 
whom it is most beautifully said, the heaven and 
heaven of heaven cannot contain fftee, literally 
descended to the earth with two angels, as is 
stated in the translation, (though no such cir- 
cumstance is to be found in the original,) and 
dined with Abraham) But admittrng this to 
have been so; what difference can it make 
whether Sir W. D. had said, he ate of this or 
that particular thing? The translations say 
that Abraham set a c^lf before them, breads 
butter, and milk. A learned writer, Dr. Adam 
Clarke, whom, I believe, all that know him 
will acknowledge to be a good mauj ick 
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his commentary on t)iat passage, has sai4it 
that ^^ Ab]!tdiam made a splendid entertain*! 
1^ ment for the three Angels. H^ set ^ whole 
5f calf b^re the^W) new l^ead hut balked oq 
^f the hearth, togiether with butter and milk, 
^f Three measiurw of m^ we^e b^ked ^ntq 
^^ hi!€iad pn this occasion, which comes to more 
^^ than two of pn( bush^^ atod nearly to fiflyv 
y six pounds of our weight; whence we may 
w conclude that men were gpeat eaters in those 
^^ days, were probably of a ipuch larger staturei^ 
^^ as well ^ ^ongeir lives the^i we. Homec 
\^. makes his hero^ gi^^at eaters. Wheipi JBtc- 
\^ mens enterta^led Ulyss^, he dressed twq 
\^. pias for himself i^nd his guest" If there bc^ 
fmy thing improper in Siir ^* ^ stating that 
the three immortals dined with Abraham^ h^ 
^as not gpn^ so far as this writer, by asserting 
indirectly thl^t they were *' great eaters.*' Why 
4id not ypu^ Sir^ as Christian Advocate, attach 
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the abdve writer? Why? becaua^ he wfti wA 
fif mtffioioiit coD(sec|uwo0 in lib. to answer your 
purpoM -^he Wfts not the ladder hy which yoa 
eodld climb aver the wall iftio the ^d of the 
Chorcfa. Imtead of the whal^ swaQawkijl^ 
Jofiah, Dr. Ci^Aiii^t} a)gbt have asMrted that 
iimA wrnikfwed the whale, and yoQ, fto doubt, 
wpold hate b^eo perfectly silMt, 

^rely it does iiot follow that, because 
references hate been made to the science of 
Astronomy, the theological sense, or the natnraT 
histoiy should be destroyed ^^ perhaps sotae 
learned Hebraist, (not one like yon, Sir, who 
evidently do not nndi^rstand the alphabet of the 
language anci its application,) I say, perhaps, 
some learned Hebraist, who shall hate attained 
^ knowlfrdge of the elements of the langiiage, 
^ay show ns, that a perfect knowledge of ana<« 
fwny may be a^^nired by studying the origiHid 
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$cdptiiine«/ of which abundant proof may be 
gheUi But w^uld any man, calling UmMlf a 
gentleman, (putting tbife sacred charmtor ct 
Cfarivtian Advocate out of the qoettioo), be jut^ 
tified as a man of honour, in declaring that audi 
a^i^ter is an infidel ?^^an enemy to religion?-^ 
that he denies the historical sense, because hf 
has attempted to prove that a system of anatonqf 
is to be found in the Bible? As well may we say 
that a man is an infidel because he asserts what 
is true; vix that the word amSM Abraham^ coin 
tains the exact number of bones in the hunuuf 
body; and so for other words of similar imports 
Many emaent writers have sapposed that m 
knowledge of all the scaeoees was to be obtained 
flnoiB the Hebrew Languagei Among the nvakd 
her of learned men who have been of thisopiniott 
we find Sir W. Jones and Mr. Hutchinson. But 
were you to pfommace your anathemas against 
Mr. Hutohinso% Sir W. Jones^ and others, aa 
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you have against Sir W. DrumhonDi for the same 
reason, declaring then^ to be inJBdels, enemies to 
rel^icm, and that they denied the historical sense 
ef the Scriptnres ; no man in his sober isenses, 
none but those who were intoxicated with bigoti^ 
and superstition, which swallow in their mighty 
vortices reason, learning, and stubborn faets, 
would believe you. It would be absuid to sup* 
pose, that because' these things were possible, 
the historical sense was destroyed. Surely a con-» 
sideration of this nature must have a powerful 
tendency to prove the divine origin of the Scrip-* 
tures. The language of heaven^ which compre-* 
Iiends all knowfedge, must be of this description. 
It does not appear to me, nor will it to any honest 
man, that Sir W. D. rejects the historical account 
of the Scriptures. You, Sir, oii^t to Uush for 
your unparalleled a8suranoe,and if you had either 
grace in your heart, or the manners of a gentle- 
man, ^^ Shame would burn yourcheektoacinder,'V 
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when ycm heat him say, " It would be equally 
^ rash and irreverent to express any doubts of 
^ the historical truths." 

I have one remark more to make before I 
<juit this part of your pamphlet In all my read** 
ing I have.not met with any thing of so danger* 
ous a nature, and if it were true, so capable c^ 
subverting the religion of the Bible — ^no; not in 
■the writings of the most confirmed Atheists, or 
Deists. And it is the more dangerous as it 
comes from the pen of a man having the high- 
sounding title of Christian Advocate in the 
University. You say, " It is known to every 
"^^ person, at all acquainted with the Hebrew 
•^ language.'* The reader would naturally con- 
clude from this bold beginning, that iVIr. D'Oyley 
understood the Hebrew Language. This, how- 
ever, is a proud assumption, as the reader will 
be convinced by the proofs I have given, and 
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tifbm tiie quotations I hare made fiom tiiemfit^ 
tags of mastarS) and those who me allowed to 
be critics in the languaga To aooie it m«f 
seem strange^ that gentlemen should thus com- 
tntt CbemMlvas. But you> Sit^ aw not ihe .only 
trajMgtresMT; we havewiioesfed a.aimilar at^ 
lempL i have now before me the ojuaion of a 
pro^mit m one of our eoUeges^ who wa« rek^ 
ired to for his opinioi^ of the Mw tamdatioii of 
the Book of Job, published by the R^. Div 
B'^POhfU, who in a letter t0 th^ gentl«iiiM, 
My$y ^^ it is a ttamhtion fchick eonmys fnor^ (pf 
" the trnp character a«d meatmg ^ the ff^brem^ 
^ with fewer depMrtw^ from the idiom ^ th^ 
^' E^Ushy than any other translation whatever 
*^ that we possess*^ Whav, a^ may be seeo^; in 
that valuable and learned work> the Qlassieal 
JmrtHih which ought to be in the Ubfritfy ^eierf 
pcbofer in the kin^pdoms the TevM^v^r of th# 
tr««s|fitiQii has yhpwn, that th« trtmUi^ did 
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not even understand die granmiar of the Hebrew 
language ; but like you, Sir^ presumed to toveh 
the hs^lowed ^.rk with the palsied hand of igno^ 
nbee^ to give a false report of the htdd^ ^nd (d 
eomment on the sacred orf gina], of wYAc^ yott 
ajre unacquainted^ even as to the very rudiasentsl 

But to return : -~yott say, ^ It is knovm to 
H every person, at all acquainted with the He-^ 
^^ brew language, that many of the roots in ft 
^ have a vast number of derived senses, some-^ 
** times remote from the prinmry, or original 
^ sense ; on which account the language id 
^ peculiarly adapted to favour wild and fancifiil 
^ conjectures in etymology." I am shocked at 
this remark of Mr. D'Oyley — whatl has God 
eommilhicated his will to man in so equivocal «< 
way,, that the very language he has been 
pleased to adept, is pectiHarhf tidapt^d to/avi^ur 
ioM emd fimeifklcmjedhtres? Surely it is gross 
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blasphfetaiy to say^ as you haVe mid, that God bas 
€ommuiiicated his will in a way which admits of 
a double meaning. Whatever you may oxiU 
wardly profess^ he must be blind indeed who 
eannot see that your profession is no better than 
hyprocrisy, for the gratification of the basest 
passions, viz. pride, and the love of self. For 
from the above bold Deistical expression, no one 
surely can hesitate in pronouncing the Christian 
Advocate to be a confirmed Deist Every man 
who does not believe that the New Testament is 
founded on the prophecies of the Old Testament, 
' must be a Deist ; and as you have declared that 
the Old Testament in the original, '^ is peculiarly 
*^ adapted to favour wild and fanciful conjee- 
*^ tures," you deny the very foundation o£ the 
truths of the Christian religion, and say with all 
Deists, that, ^^ The Hebrew language is pecu- 
*^ liarly adapted to favour wild and fanciful con- 
" jectnres." Thus, Sir, in the character of a 
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supporter, you deny the prophecies, and are 
sapping the foundation of the Christian religi<m. 

The above remark of yours will convince 
every one who only understands the rudiments of 
the langnagjs, that you are completely ignorant 
of it, thongli you have had the assurance to in* 
suit your readers by passing yourself off for a 
Hebraist No doubt every Hebraist knows Aat 
numy of Ae roots in the language have a vast 
number of derived senses , sometimes remote from 
the primary or original sense. ^* Every Hebraist 
" knows," (this sounds very learnedly,) " no 
^^ doubt:" you would here have it understood 
that you are one of those to whom you apply th6 
words, "no doubt every Hebraist knows." — 
You say, " many of the roots in the language 
" have a vast number of dmved senses." -^ 
This reinark shows your depth in the knowledge 
of Hebrew. All the roots, my good Sir, " have a 

T 
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^' ¥aat Bamber of derived fienses j" bpt as y^m 
dm cmly find the general meaning of a wor4 by 
pondering over the roots in your Lexicon^ (and 
evcm tk^^n you have no knowledge concerning 
th^ certainty of their ai^oatira,) you have 
fe^xid k^t0 AAd there a word tp which tha 
I^xM(^rr«pher has given one meaning, tvithovk 
giving it^ vaHety of application ; and notknow^ 
tpg 1»W thi« isdme yewself, yon have unwisely 
m4f ^^iCAtfv<)f ti^ tMm in the language ktvea 
.^' y^ niMiber cif derived aanses.'' 

Without gcfing into an elaborate display of 
fH th^ dJ^gijAc^ul erwfa jmi have epmmitted in 
* yopr lutile atte«|>ts^ Hebrew criticisni, ftom 
the proofs I haam ^ven, one thing is obvious ; 
*^ eveiy Hebraist loiows'' . who has read your 
hotch*p(^h scrapings together of the few He- 
brew words yevhnye sport^d^higgledy-pig^edy, 
in a heterogeneous mass, like Bs(bel-confiisk>n ; 
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without knowing any tbiog of their a[^li$ati<»i ; 
I say, "no doubt every Hebraist knows/! by 
this time, that you can lay no claim to that 
knowledge of Hebrew, which, for the credit of 
lational religion, and the honour of the Bible, is 
so absolutely necessary fpr every gentleman oS 
y<Hir profession : but which I am sorry to say has 
been, and is most slutmefiilly n^lected b]f 
almost every candidate for orders. On this 
ground it is their duty to be masters of the origt* 
nal language for the wel&re of the state ; in 
CHrder that the objections of infidels may be 
answered, and which so fSBur the honourable 
Baronet has been attempting in a way that doe» 
him credit. I have witnessed the good effect of 
the (EdipHS in my circle, in raising those parts 
of sacred scripture which are inconsistent with 
the original Hebrew, to a higher degree of esti^ 
mation in the mmds at those, who, feeling a 
reverence for Scripture, have firequently beeii 

T 2 
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hurt by a variety of passages as they stand ia 
the present translation. 

** SomMinles remote?" Why the derived 
senses are always ^^ remote from the prkdary, or 
wiginal sense;" in point of possibility, the 
derived sense can nev^r be the original sense^ 
otherwise it would cease to be derivied. This 
ren^ark of the Christian Advocate k downright 
nonsense. Equally, cl^aj: is it that; the derived 
f(cnse always partakes' of theroot or nature of the 
stock from wh^oe it is dcjriveiii, otherwise it 
could not possibly bo a derivj^d sepse* 

Thus, Sir, having taken a few aljAabet les- 
sons from a necessitous Jew who runs down to 
the University in term time, you suppose your- 
self capable, by the help of a Lexicon, to talk 
learnedly, by sporting a Hebrew word or two, 
and foist yourself off for a critic in one of the 
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most difliculty but nevertheless, one of the most 
certain languages in the world. Indeed, Sir, I 
complain with Mr, Bellamy in the Classical 
Journal, and say, ^I am sick of the l^irned 
^ trash I meet with of this description.' I shall 
conclude the remarks I have made on this part 
of your Letter by observing, that you, Sir, as the 
Chrirtian Advocate, by the bad character you 
have given of the Hebrew Language, which 
you are evidently ignorant of, would do more 
injury (if credited) to the Bible and Bible Reli- 
gion, than the writings of all the Deists. This 
concession of yours will certainly give fresh 
energy to th^ cause of Deism, 

You have charged Sir W. D. with ignorance, 
saying, that a person having acquired a tr^ng 
knowledge of the Hebrew alphabet, may, by 
turning over the leateg of the Lexicon, talk leam^ 
§dly. But this remark^ Sir, cannot any way ba 
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Applied t6 Sir W* D« It mby not i^>pea^ t& 
you/ but it certcdnly will ippea? to th^ learned, 
that^ though a person of this description may, 
Kke yon^ presume to talk learnedly, yet such & 
one, by turning over the leaves <yf a Lekiccti, 
cannot, like Sir W. D*, understand the graninia«i 
tical construction of those learned languages hb 
has introduced i^ tho OS(k)m$, and dthers erf* hU 
publications. 

This is your method of understanding the 
Hebrew. Having foulid the root of a wplrd^ and 
its radical meaning, you blindly ctacluck,^ that 
notwithstanding the wcDrd varies by pkiefixes anc^ 
suffixes, in order to distinguish the different 
cases c( nounsj^ and the moodS) tenses; persons, 
and genders of verbs, it rletains the same mean-- 
inj^ and application. I beg leave again to 
refer j^ott to the Classical Journal, vrhere you 
will find that the above-named Hebraist Kas 
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ihowDi that the word ni% without dny Vamtioii 
in the radical fcgm, haB about 20 difiWeot apftlU 
catioDS, according to its orthographical arrai^ga^ 
mattt, and near 300 diffiorent kmkies oi expreftsim 
which are applied adcitfding td its pre&cte and 
variation in termination* Tlnis/ by not first 
qualifying ;yiourself te write on the' Hebrew 
Scriptures^ you have blunderingly bsserted that 
the word ^r\n HiaitM, does not meW Won^pfieM 
of the fure ; that Tm> Jefick^^ has bo relation W 
the worshippers c^the Moon; th»t ^Tf BMtm^ m 
like nwnneT) has no relation to tiie wtovshippeit 
of the Serpent Indeed, Sir^ I feellbr thecrtiUC 
of the establidbedireligiiNi with such a supporter; 
truly coptemptiUe must you aj^j^ear in tbe ^m 
even of the unlearned^ when they see Iha 
Chrptian Advocate marching witli lelewn «oiiW 
sequence in a .borrowed garment, as ^^onupl^tsly 
Ignorant of tbope tliings.whieh h6 oug^t to tw 
aoquaikited witbi ^ th^ fthoel-b^ whohas otfc 
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yet mastered his Alma Mater, is of the elemeoto 
of the Latin language* Had you not attem(d)ed 
to pass yoursdf off by empty clamour for a pro- 
found Hebrew scholar, you might in the govm 
of the Christian Advocate have conoealed your 
real chwaeter. Such a mass of unformed mat- 
ter —such a cess-pool of pretended learning, I 
never met with in a man filling so important a 
situation. What information can the public 
expect to derive from the proposed commentaiy 
on the Bible, of which you have given notice, 
when you have afforded such proofs of your ina<» 
bility for so important an undertaking ? I hope 
in that work, should you be daring enough to 
publish, you will not attempt to talk (tf patro- 
nymic namesy — this is as strong a proof of your 
ignorance of the original language as any thing 
you have written : there are no igiames in He- 
brew prmaribf patr&mffmc^ they were all pven 
to express some quality^ or propensity in the 
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subject But I dare say the Hebrew eritios will 
not suffer you to pass unnoticed. 

I must not omit making a few remarks on 
your bold stnd unqualified assertion concerning 
the astroiH>mical knowledge of the Egyptians, 
and the ancient Hebrews: and I do this in order 
to show that you are as deficient in the know- 
ledge of the Scriptures in their translated form, 
as you ace of the Hebrew. You say that ^' the 
^' Hebrews ascertained the time of the new 
'^ Moon, only by the extremely roughmethod of 
*^ watching for its appearance after its conjunc- 
^^ tion with the Sun, I do not dwell," say you, 
^^ on the high improbability of the jsupposHion 
'^ that the Egyptians and Israelites possessed 
^^ astronomical science, or astronomical instru* 
<' ments, by which they were enabled to find 
'^ the precise day of the Sun's entering Aries, 
'' when we know that they could not find the 
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** precb^ time of th& Mototi's conjunctioh ttith 
*♦ the Sun." 

It 18 MM, Deut xt4. i. a''lHn teTh—iij* ^ya^ 
Ohi>th)e the moitlll ^4M&. Yer. 3: Ik ike fMA 
tbty of Am ifiont^, A«^ i^uitt iake id 0klgiii ever^ 
lium a iamb. Ver. B. And ifethiOt kiep itvtp 
wMH iht /tmrteiWA ddy tf lAe Hiiaik iiuyMk. A 
littfo attiebtlon to thieve pi^agisft \folaVSi haVfe coA*' 
vinced ybu tKftt the Eg5^to^ abd tite Hlebli^wii 
ietrifenMed to Jfhd'^i predict dAy of tt« iSim'it 
eitteting into Atie$. They #eMi tioinmande^ to 
obierVethe month Abib, bjy d^febrating ttr6 feftst 
of the.passoVteir oil th» fouitii^nth day ofiiiat 
ntontb, Niow, Sir, woiM^ ft ftbt be «*Rrtird in 6"hp 
goVemiA)6kit wlei^ they ^ c<Moitt&hd a Hffit to be 
kept o» Btny ^plnrticiihtr «ay bf iatty tnbnth, if We 
Had not the meAns bf deti^nfiid^g tha3t pai^ctdar 
day of the moUth ? cer£ainly. Bttt by ttit* lemgh 
fMAod of <M<;«H&th«R7 ihe time of thi Tfew 
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its emft^twh «oi^ 0ie SAni whioh yda «ay wai 
tiie (Hily oiethod the5r h*d of knowibg, or gudtsw 
ukg th^ time of t)ie coiij|uiictioii with the Sun ; 
if the weather had been vii&votirable fyt «iicl| 
obaervatiQily they might not h4ve been able to 
have seen the Mfkm for # wliole month, parlicu-* 
kurly at this ra^ky season cf ^ yeari and then 
they conld not hav9 fc^t the Ibast of the pass^ 
over in th^ nlonih Abib. Pnt^ hoWi^veir^ take iC 
for 1^ shorter tiine^ tinft they fihul not beett able 
to have seen thie Mb4b for eight or ten days after 
the qcmjnncticmy they obvild not have ke|yt tbe 
passover on the fonrteenth day. 

Again, they were cbnmmnded to keep Ae 
pAJMOver on the foiiteenA day of the month 
Abib. NoW, !Sir, were you not ais ignoilmt as a 
diah I met wtth, who would net betileve that the 
Smk wis At io jgrsMmdlstttCftfitfifetMe e^ as 
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I aasected it to be, because, said he, no onehas 
been up to the Sun to meaAure the dislanee ; 
you would have knovra, that tf the aoeient 
Hebrews had not been as w^l aoqaaiuted with 
the science of Astroiiemy ils the Europeans are 
at this day, and had not been able to have nade 
the regular intercali^Qiis for the mgulation (^ 
the year> in thirty^^ee years the feast of the 
passover would have been celebfated in ev^ 
month ^ well bs iti the Aibnthi Abib. Frrai 
sneh a sample of your ignOraace^ I leave your 
superiors to judge'hinfv,WeU^pia]i&dyouare'to^ 
fiU the station of Cbriakian Advocate. 

You boldly say, page 67, " We hear nothing 
^\ of a^y tmditions subsisting among the Jews 
** respectieg . the' slan^faftk beitie originally 
« asMMBg the twBlve tribes; and that during 
^^ tlu| periody'we have several wntingsof wei^it 
'^ ai)daut)»ii^^astiieTaigMiof O 
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^- Tahnuds, the works of Pfailo and Josepbus^ 
^^ wktch convey to us all authentic traditkmfll 
^/ respecting Jewish afiSftirs and history, but 
^^ which are totally silent respecting the 
". standards borne by the twelve tribes." Now, 
Sir, the public will naturally suppose, as you 
have referred to the Targum of Onl^os,^ apd 
the Talmud, that you must be so far conversant 
with them as to .know' that -what' yqu have 
Msetted is true, that ypu have regularly read all 
Ihe large folio vohimea of the first, and those of 
the.second, and that ihe Mason you assert m 
roundly that these great/ writers are ^' totally 
^^ silent respecting the standards borne by the 
" J2 tribes," is, that you knqw it to be true, 
because you hsve examined them. Indeed, Sir, 
your presumption is unbecMrabl^ ; jcai merit the 
contempt of every good and sensible man. — 
Here is a man who is attempting to foist Ipmself 
> on the public as a learned Hebrew scholar^ who 
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pci^tends to buTs roftd tht volusaiiipito prodnc* 
tiqiifl of th§ ftbpv«^nwptian«d auUKin>~*aii4 
yet wIh), «o % firpm poiQtiBg out where tboM 
gF^ I|»l>r9w 9phqlM!9 hBy^ m^ptioTOd the Atu- 
diMKl* of th9 la tHb98» has QoiBiMiUsed himftelf, 
|>y dMlprio^, they buve not mentioaed theoji iit 
•^y pert of tiiw writiiigs» 

I hope ycm will not tril me that nntt does not 
metn an eniign* It is expressly smI, flntt sMry 
WMm JunM pitch bjf hii &wm standard^ wiA tke 
0$mgn cf Aeit f^Atsri kause. Now whatever 
these ensigns were, wheth^ th^ ware tl(e signs 
of the isodiac, which they hrougbA with them 
.ont of Egypt, to perpduate in their posterity the 
astfonooiicAl learning of their lathers, or whetittr 
tbeoe ensigns were chosen at mndom, without 
mefdiiog, $^ fseems to be yow potion, though 
unkn||i¥ii in the Keln^w language, it is soarcety 
worth losing <mr time to datnnine. It is mast 
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liki^ thft tlfcy wpuld p^y attotrtipn to tl>At 
ordar which wm pveu tJmn )b»y their f(Uhar 
Jacob in his pwrt»cfi]l^r d^sigQalipn of ^6C]f 
fribe: ttid w/sre ft ^bMutely i^epepavry^ would 
liot he |t ^K^^t mi^er (o pmre ftim tb^ Hor 
brew, that the 12 signs of the Zodiac were the 
^psigns 9n jthp iijtfpdards c£ the, ^ejbr^wf^ who 
b|)9ughttheipoptpf %ypt For whoey^r atten- 
tk^ly ejfimm^tia^^^^ QJ[»ftf^ of QiBMtW^Mr 
cpfdiiiig tn tb# H#]iw»w, will find that the sigM 
pf the 2^iac ere desoribjod ; they were tMiQiMt 
synbpls, known to the ftrst settlers in £g^ 
which were cooupunic^ted to thean by the imUr 
diluvian pgtilarcb; and Jacob, agreeably to 
the soieiitifi^ learning of the Egyptians, applied 
these celestial ^mbols to characterise the 12 
tribes* Where> in the niun^.of ivonder, c^ arise 
uny e?il i^Nim ^ this? — does it not »dd a 
degree of aoi^Eitific knowledge to the Scrintm?, 
which is not to he iw figpificantly (ojtnd in any 
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other writings? — does it not strengthen their 
anthority on account of ftntk^oity^ far more than 
if we were to suppose, as you have ignorkntly 
supposed, that the constellations were invented 
by a miserable horde of petty, modem Greeks ? 

But you seem to forget that Sir W. D. is 
attempting to impress the mind with the scien- 
tific part of the Scripture, as far as it rektes td 
astronomy — he does not deny the theological 
warn ; and it is, Sir, an unpardonable crime, 
lor which you must necessarily be held in con- 
tempt by eveiy good man, for endeavouring 
to convey a contrary opinion. He says, ^^ It 
^^ remains to be enquired what is meant by 
^^ Sbiloh : the answer in a sacred sense is obvi- 
^* ous, but there is also an astronomical allusion.'' 
These are Sir W. D.'s words, which ought to 
.haw convinced you, if you were willing to be 
convinced^ that he has as high a veneration for 
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the siiOKed wnse of tk^.Serqptijtf^ as tlia «pui 
who 18 raiAiiig all this fidsa daiaoiir agaiott 
him ; and with r^;aid to tba historical same, he 
aayS; ^^ It would be equally irreveapei^t to ettter-" 
^^taijtt any 4opbt as to the hiptoriaa} seasci/' as 
befinre obrsierved Now, Sir, I would ask what 
degree of oredit can be given to a man who 
in the^fistce c£ the public has the assurance, not 
only to pervwt the meaning and intention, but 
also the very words, of an author, who haa at* 
tempted to impress the mind with the learning, 
and sanctity of the original^ by clearing away 
the rubbish with which ignorance, bigotry, and 
superstition, have covered the sacred Scriptures 
for ages. Whether Sir W. D« had declared 
that the Earth or the Sun was in the centre of 
our system, he must of course have been wrong, 
or it would not have suited your purpose ; if the 
latter, agreeably to the translation^ you might 
charge him with vi^ddU^ — if the former^ with 

u 
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pmfbMd ignarimw. ^ BttI «o long m yon di» Mt 
Mmh to dedweinr prinf/ *^ ^tfliere happens 
^ to be no- such word as fly o* ly ev^ifying 
^ time, in the HelMpeir lasgiM^,^ and tluit 
^ the word ytt /KttHe$, has no i^tlm to that 
^* people ai* worshippers ^ firei** 1 despair of 
yoor betng^ open to oonviction : paMienlarty as 
yon flourish awsrjr by saying, " I harre to infbrm 
** him.** And yet you teH-U8, in order to get rid 
b( this part as you have of the rest, that tilte 
latter part, viz. the application of the word to 
the Hittites as worshippers of fire, ^ mast he 
^ left to the decision of the reader." — A curious 
sort of language to be held forth by the Christian 
Advocate of Cambridge -*-" the copier" 'from 
the Classical Journal, without acknowledg- 
ing the source of his information — who being 
altogether incapable of determining this matter 
by giving a literal translation and application 
of the ptissage ; like a dextrous ju^pgter, who 
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sbiflfot hm cafds into tb» pocket dF bis m%1im 
Ibbur/ aftd pMtes for a oopjiiior, yoo gc* tM^ 
it^ and ffaos paM trit^ tboM As IguoMnt of 
tboM tMngB M ifowMlf, fiMr a amu of geoMil 
karoiiig. Had yoa made tuck feluMd^ni kk jow 
Latin exercises, before jtm had Moaped tlw 
trammels of school discipline, you would have 
had many a sound flogging. It is painfiil even 
to be accused of ignorance — more so if such an 
accusation be true ; but it must be peculiarly 
distressing to a man in your situation, were you 
capable of feeling, when, in addition to your 
want of knowledge, it is made to appear that 
you have had the boldness to pass yourself off as 
a critic in the Hebrew language. What must 
the gentlemen of learning and talent in the 
University think, when, while they see you 
stalking in your official robes, they see a man 
flourishing in the field of criticism. Unacquainted 
with the grammar of the language he presumes 

V 2 
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to nad^niUmi. — From tlie above mrtiai:k& it 
MU rtf year eves to joan^ horn u^tdiciowly 
50a hwe Mted, ia ymsij pretooding to be inti- 
Biifiiy acqwiMtod with tbut kind of learning, 
of whibh 3^ fawre given aveh |Heoofii of yoor 
naporaUeled ignorance. 

I am^ 

BIBLICUS. 
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LETTER n. 



SIR, 

As it i» meant that this Letter 
shall contain all the remarics necessary to be 
made at present on yoor PampUet, I will en- 
deavour to be as brief as possible. 

You object to Sir W. D.'s assertion, that 
^^ the Jewish passoYcr was derived from an 
"^^ Egyptian festival ; he must prepare/' you 
observe, ^' for a still bolder method of proceed- 
*• ing.** I have no doubt but SBr William is 
prepared ht tiiat kind of proceeding which will 
expose your waoit of knowledge as to this.subject 
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alio. Yoa then quote Sir W.'s wordfl^ who 
sayfy ^^ SL Epiphanius says, that about the 
'^ ven^equinox^tj^J^Sgyptiaiis^iad)^ 
'' tomed, from yeiy remote autiquity^ to cele- 
'^ Inrate the finrtival of the ram or 2am6. At this 
^* festival they used to mark every thing about 
^^ them with red." In reply to which you say, 
'^ Now what must be the surprise of the reader, 
^^ wfa|^ ])e finds that this writer gives a most 
'^ complete and t)iorQugh perversion of E^^ba^ 
*' nius's words, and that this autbw say« not 
'' a single syU^Ue about an Egyptian festieajt 
^' of thfi Ram^ at which every thing was smeared 
'^wiOirpd,'' 

I shall quote also that part of Efsphaiiias 
wbickSir W, D. refers to^ whi^ is alw men* 
^onad by you, and lea;ve the reador to judge 
whether he is not justified in nfeaking of the 
E|[ypti«n festival of the Ram, as bok^ ptier 
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to the fitsekitl iiiptitAtioB> wbieb exiMed tsom 
veaiote antiqility. ^^ But of thq kmb riaiti ia 
'^ the eoODtfy ^ tho %3Fptii^Bs, tiiere ia stiU 
^ among th^ %;^ptiMs oelebMted. a ttadttton 
<< evea WM*g idohikm ; ^ at thago^iop wheo 
^^ tii^ {MNfavet .t^afc fl^e thiM^ (and thk 13 t^e 
"" hegimauig *f th^. spi^.wbra is the first 
'^ equiimOi fdl the JBg;ftAiatt$ through igao-* 
^ mace tal^ mbm red^ piint and atata the 
^y aheejp, thei tvMs, tile £g«lrw^ and other 
? HuiigSi Mjruig) thal^ a« is rofrnfte d» on that 
^^ day, fire totally consuincMi th^ HotM, but 
^ that the red appearance of blood is a preser- 
*^ ifBiivefrMi siieh disasler.'* Surely, Sir, this 
is enottgb to jMtii^ Sir W. ill si^Hig that at the 
time of Efiiphftntua there -was a curtoia among 
the figyptia«i iCi^lmtaag: their «Aesp, ram$y or 
k^mbMf with the cokur of bleed, at the season of 
the passover, to avert some impending danger; 
and which oustami at any rate, mus^ have come 
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from the paschal institntioii when Ae Hebrews 
left Egypt. But I have a few words more to say 
on this subject, in ordor to show that Sir W. is 
justified in carrying the paaehal institction to 
the ^^ most remote antiqaity." I thenfove say 
in your own words, ^^ Now what niist be tiie 
^' surprise of the itoder when he inds^ that 
Mr. D'OrLBY, the Cfaristiasi Advocate in the 
University of CaiBMdge, is so compklely igno- 
rant concerning the origin of the paschal insti* 
tution, that he supposes it was flrit estabHsiled 
in Egypt i(t the &odus. 

Is it possible, Sir, yon shonld Mt know that 
this paschal festivalhad its origin fpota thie iHost 
remote antiquity? A hMentaUe ttitig it is 
indeed to find that situsAibiui of eoiolUpienc are 
given to men who even are at a loss to ascertain 
the origin of a festival, which was a type of 
the great passover. How little must you be 
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aequahitdd with the Bible^ (which agweaUy tarn 
common phrase^ if you did justice to your uta-* 
atioD^ you ought to have at your *^ fingers* 
^' ends,") not to know the origin of this ^ Egyp- 
^^ tian festivaly** when rams, orlam6$, were skua 
agreeably to the divine conmaMl If you^ Sir, 
will be at the trouble to turn toChmesis, iv. 4. 
you will find the origin of this '' Egyptiitti festi* 
''val:" AiuiAbO, heaUaiifaughtqfAeJk^ 
UMf$ of hi$ jUnJt, ami 0f Ae fmi Atntif. An^ 
dm Lord ktui rupei^imlo AM, cmA to his offer* 
ing. This^ Sir, was the origin c^ the paiiAai 
feast, which was handed down through all the 
pafciiaichal churches to the time of Noah, when 
the C0eemant, tiMt '^ pasohal fiditival/' was again 
instituted at the beginning of the second idi«- 
pansation, viiL SKk Ami Ntmk buiUed an altar 
tmte the Lord, and took ofever$f clean Jfoast, and 
of' etery dean fowl, and f^ff^^ed bwrnt-offerings 
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9mtk€c^mt. It ui there said, i^ndiirttt 
for my tavm^amt wUck ia itlwmn wm mud yom. 

Now, Sify we find thai tlu deeeendaftts of 
Noah settled in £gypt, and there inrtihlted the 
order ef .worship which oompitehended this 
ptmhal/mBt; and Ihaugh.Sir W. Dniamond 
has oat in hkt (Edifus gireii die account of the 
4fttgin of this jQmm^ because he reasonably con- 
chided tiMtt pecfj^e of aM descriptions, as chris«- 
tians, were well acquainted with it ; he sAcerw 
tainly justified in saying, ^ that the Jewish 
^^ passof er was dierived firom an Egyptian fes«- 
"" tival." ThereAire you see he is ''jpapamd 
"^ for a still bolder method of proceeding.^ 
Amd notwithstanding you ioorish ^4rkh sel^ 
confidence in your opinfen, by saying, ^^ I wi)l 
^' giveSfar W. D.'sowm woi^ ;'' he would have 
^been just m asserting, that it was derived from a 
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NmAetk JhUmd^ er bom the oonrMpoiMUBf 
fMtmJ eddmited in all the petriarefaal churches, 
which had ito origia by divine command in the 
tinacf AbaL 

Prajf, Sir, bow am I to understand yon? 
You say, ^^ It is evident tlntt JE^ifAanioa says 
^ wiling ot am Egyptian festival of the mm, 
'^ which Dupuis and Sir W* D. invented for 
^ Imoi ; " — while j^iphanitas himself says, 
^ That the Bgyplians at the vernal equiaox 
^' ealebrate the festival of the slain . lamb, by 
^ smearing the trees and other thiii|[^ with the 
** ookNir of blood, in order to preserve them 
^ ftma same drnaded disaster." Now if you 
haive not asserted a downright untrath, to say 
the best of it, ia accusiag and grossly abasing Sir 
W* D. fer<|iioting Bpiphaaias felsely ; there cer- 
tainly is tto meaning in wwds. Nothing can be 
laove pkin than tiiat Epiphanius says, at the 
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Immbf bjf n^mim g certam things with Itt iiitor 
^ bkod — wsd this too as a religious rite, be* 
cause it had been handed down ts^tltomfiMaa 
remote antiquity, (i. e. from the time of Abel) 
that blood, or the cofeur of Uaod was exfaidoiy. 
And ]M^ymi abuse Sur W.D. byfanndiBg him 
with ^^ diikomutjf and/irandj mCl sotmdahm 
** pi r m nmm ,'' whkh you add, ^^ uMfotm^er 
^ deprive him of tim cm^idmce of emery pmtiaH 
""afOm pMic;' when it is evident that Sir 
W. D.is right, and that all the odium of ''saao- 
'^ dalom ptrversioii'' Talk on yiur head. 

From the foHowing obset-vation, whicb you 
make with all the conaequenee o£ inqniflitDtMi 
authority, we may bless the hand of ProTideaee 
•who has not p^mitted the inqpittition to ereet 
its banner in this country ; for were that thecmse 
with you at the head of it. Sir W. D. no do«bt 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






801 

W0uld%e tlie £f8t object of ymn holy MMnm 
¥011 m^y ^^ But undcnraU ciccomfitaiices, I aa* 
^^ ticipate fimn the genetality of peiMns, a 
^ deoidAd ackaowledgmeiit that neither he, nor 
^' any mie^ oa^ to be permitted to.eircnlate^ 
^ even in aa %mpMi$ked wodc^ sueh gross amh 
^ staleaMttbi and penreraotts, withoat that eon* 
'^ tiadtiation which may pMvent his readers from 
^' being led into error." A pretty plain sam(^ 
is this cf the dore-like spirit of the Christian 
Advocate, so oafied. It is the spudt of Peten 
who, while he was yet uaocHrratted, had reeowrse 
to the swomI ; it is the intolerant spirit of per- 
secotiott, which, if ithad power, would raise the 
religions amr-Aeop, and lead its qqposws to the 
faggot in SmithfiehL But it is not the spirit of 
Christ who eonid have called for fire from heaven 
to have destroyed his opposers, for the spirit of 
Christ is not a spirit of persecution. I certainly 
was one, unsolicited by Sir W. D. who obtained 
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tim kstcm of two valtmei of the CEkUpu for 
gmtfemen of lewsing m LoadoB ; and wko I 
know evtortaki the l^i^iett ofiiniMi ^f the mac- 
tity of tbeSCTiptoMs, aad was told b^iyiem that 
Amy newmr ^xpecioA 'm tfeirdaif toMBWumcfa 
doM tovfiurd« rsitomg 11m 8ei i pl M qi to Aeit 
Ime meantiig, agreeaUy to Ike imtmlim ^ the 
Mciied writers. By the way, it is well to reaund 
thf reader^ ih*t yon have laboured hard ia the 
ftirmer part of yrar libel, to prove that the 
(Bdipm \94k piMM^d work^ bat by the abofe 
rettMric, tic '^ that tieither he (Sir W.) bar any 
^ one eagfat to be permitled td* ciroitata, avait 
*^ in an tm/mMM^ work, such gross miBHilate* 
^ meats/' you really, in pkia tenas^ adaiit, 
tliat the Hktipni is aa unpMidud work; A 
school^boy, cm the first ferai, wwdd smfle at aach 
tncofislrtem^y. Alas 1 tm Cbrlstiaally, if it had 
no better adteeates tbiti the CMibridji^ C9in$^ 
imn Advocate, so called. 
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* la peige ddjroo imatnre to deetare, tlmt as wa 
ham toiHtlatiMs ^ of twa timaMiid ;;^ear8 4at6 
^ Qm» the present time^ made by persons spe- 
"^ oifilfy seteded as the beet qaatified fer the 
^ purpose, pcirtly when th^. language was a 
^^ UvUig eM> attd because >m hen^ the opinieMi 
<^ of Bsest pMlbufid Hebmtt sdM^ars, the Bas* 
^ forf '^, Moriims s, Capellus's, &c.'' that sach 
paissages cannot *^have been nnderslood ia a 
*' sense Mally Wreag." I shall reier yoa agasa 
to the CLMtiiCAL'JoijairALs where you wiH Hud 
that the befbre^meatioDed Hebvaist in hisanswers 
to Deists, has givm undeniable proof concern- 
ing the inaceuracy c^tite present tranrtation. 
Yea will rise &id abundant reaoon to ccmclude 
that the aboTe^mentioned Hebrew sehetors, the 
BuxkorTiSy llferittiis^B^ &o* have eentented them* 
selves witib going to the sepulehre of Jerome ; 
and the vulgate, which waa taken from his trans* 
hition made in the ninth century, has stood the 
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MOie ever «iiiee with all iU emm» sajfs Ifr. R 
made by a man, who (like you) was ao uaqvali* 
fied f(Hr the mMiertaking» that he was obligped to 
eoiploy a Jew, who did not undmrtaad the Latin 
kmgiiage, I w9 refer yoa to one passage 
anoBgthe many, in ord«r to oonvmca yon that 
though we have '^ tranftlati<ms ot two tfiouBaiid 
^ years date, such passages have been mid^- 
^ stood in a sense tcrtally wrong*" In the 
xxxviii. of Isaiah, ven 8. You will find it thnt 
hi the original Hebrew —iil^n ^K*JTH 3^tt» >»i 
niTin nw d^jtih vm^2 thm rvfvo2 rrrv imk 
In our BiUe, and in all the Eunqpean Bibles, 
this passage stands tims : — BekM IwiUbrn^f 
^gain ike $hadow qf the degrees which is. gem 
doummthe stm^tal of Ahaz, ten degrees bach^ 
ward. Now according to your statement, this, 
as well as hundreds of passages, should be the 
true sense of the original Hebrew. But I shall 
be able to convince even you. Sir, that no such 
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drcumstance is related. That no such circum-' 
stance was intended to be recorded, as the 
shadow returning ten degrees, on the dialofAhasc, 
will appear evident by turning to the correspond- 
ing passage in the Septaagint, which perfectly 
agrees with the Hebrew, but is altogether con-* 
trary to the received translations. And yet we 
are told by you, that, ^^ as profound Hebrew 
*^ scholars have suffered such passages to re- 
^ main, they must convey the true sense of 

'^ the OriginaL" ^^<ra dvapaOfid^ rov oIkov tqv rarp6Q 

9oy 6 ifkiot. Now, Sir, for once, open your 
English Bible and compare this passage with 
the Septuagint translation; and though you 
cannot give the translation of this passage fix>m 
the Hebrew^ nor inform us to what circumstance 
it relates, which is most important for the credit 
of our religion and the Bible, yet I suppose you 
are sufficiently acquainted with the Greeic to 
know that the English translation altogether 
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diflfett it^m the S^jf^taagiMt, «»idtlttl M #tell 
e^ulMUtece M the shtp^w going bMk oii^lbe 
4i$io( Ahaz is menticmed. tl iteftm fit) ft eiiN 
cMMliBace which te Nitioafed and Just^ «m1 ife 
c&^MilatBd to ittipteM ^ miiid i^ Hitt MifpMr^ 
hfteiidiii^ providienee of God i» a ftr higher 
degree, than if tfhe shadow had' gtm6 htDtck-on tte 
ffiaf . The Etor6))eaii traiislati(m& of ^such )>a8^ 
im^eH are oidy caktdated to disgiiA hitettigent 
men; tiiey tell yott they db not bdi^e i^ tlai 
they do well ; it does not inHpress ^ ttind with 
the taiiotity of tile Scriptwe^; it Was too trfflifig 
ibtr the Divkie Being to amuso Ibe li&ng iahi^ 
garden. ButusitifiiidtTecorded inttteH^H^ 
nor in the Sto^ptnagint^ Tbope you wiH net^mttd 
Sk Vf. D. with the epithet of ^jfltiif^ beeaudehe 
ventiares to differ firora yon on a rahjecl, wfeS eb 
yo«,8ir^do notbeliet^, litougb ^tm are irea^ 
openly to countenance fhii^ litHel on the McMi 
Scripture. 
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Bnt^irtinili tec wheirCkMl htedl eiMtiii 
■niiij he left bins to a; wUtt vn^ ea igttoiMil 
Mspoctaif tiHMft tiuktgar neboilM^ to WkiMwii 
for Ub lif^ypitaaib ar th« be«rt» <tf tito Mdl 
YbirlnmifUMftM^ tfasitlJMi andeflltf, ef«iaii itk itd 
ftini* of tliel Hebrew^ luid' no method of de«er>- 
mining the pMdM ttMe o^ Ihe New Moofi, but 
« by the extremely tough method of watching 
** tn its ftnit aj^p^antaee alkat its coajunc- 
'< tim widi t&e jghm." Ybd, tliei«fa»0, ini order 
tamtetefiir W. D.^ who cttiies tile ittvention of 
die twelir« signs of ^ Zodiac beyond the time 
of MiMMf^ wht flds- ittVtitf^tt to leas remmta 
timw9;^aiidywi are so in&tniAed asr to- auppaui 
than it is of GMeian Migfai, " that the sphere 
** wag modeUad into the form whidk it now* 
** baan by GKehs/' IImu, daifeg the mo- 
tttfchlw of Hm aKdent Bgyptians, Bai^lo- 
siaiM^ Fsrslaiit, and other otident nations, yon 
igawNdil^-avifesii tlM thay^UitoAMctt ott' for 
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tboufiandbs of years i^ithout haviiig any exact 
method of deftermuuiig the precise time of the 
New Moon, but, " by th A extremely rough 
<* method Of watching for its ftrsttappearance^^ 
till a tittle horde of Pagan Greeks improved the 
scienqe of astronomy, ^' and modelled the JZodiae 
[^ into the form which it wfifv bewaiV 

You also tell us ihat ^^ to .what particular 
^' stars the names Chesel, Kimahi Mezzaroth; 
^' $Lc. applied, can only be matter of.li^agQe con^ 
^^ jecture." Had you understood the Hebrewj^ 
you would, have known; th«tt these names. aio 
applied to the constellations Orion, A^cturus, 
&c. which Greek names have been retained 
instead of the Hebrew. Again; you observe 
that ^^ we^ure acquainted with the sphere as it 
^^ exists with us, bearing Grecian names, and: 
^^ allusions to Grecian mythology; we are not 
"^ acquainted with it, bearing Egyptian names^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



309 

" rtttd conveying allusions to Egyptian mytho- 
" logy or history." This remark does not carry 
a grain of conviction with it I will ask yon a 
question : — ^what was the reason that the first 
Christian churches, beginning with the Apostles, 
read;the Scriptures in Greek, and used a Greek 
ritual ? Would any writer bi justified in say- 
ing that the New Testament, being translated 
into Greek at the dispersion ' of the Jews, was 
originally written in the Greek language }yy 
native Hebrews ? The obvious reason why the 
sphere bears Grecian names, and allusions to 
Grecian mythology^ is, that when the Egyptian 
mythology passed into Greece, where the Egyp* 
tian language was not understood, the Gre* 
cian names answering to the Egyptian names 
were affixed instead. It argues great igno- 
rance indeed to assert, that because ^^ we are 
^^ acquainted with the sphere, as it exists with 
^^ us^ beaidng Grecian names^ and allusions to 
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the Cfnek Itnguagje iti pi»ciM« id tune baeome 
j»|»ii^ Md EDglisli hmws he ««hiljiiit0(l 
iMteo4> • ^'ilQtor VMgbt w^ pfMl ympoAf 
§9ff '^ W0^ am ^ eqqeiP te d with the Aflme 
^ M it eicieti witli uf , beeriog Englieh pamefl^ 
^ wul ailuiiaoe to Cbg^h mythology; we ere 
^^ Bot e^iieintpirl with it bnriDig EgTptiVi 
^ natnef , and eoayeyuig allwioiie to Egypv 
^^ tiaa nythoh^ or faurtovy.'' A|id tfrni opnr 
dude^ that being ^^ aoqfiainted with thei^re 
^ aa it might then exirt^beaimgEDgtiihaaoes, 
if aiidcoBTeyipgalhiaion^ 
^^ it was ipodelled in the farm which it might 
'' then bear by the English." 

Yon 81^ *■ many of our consteUaftiena not 

^^ only bear Gwciaaa^esi but seem aopeeidiar 

^ to the fidMoua biitory of Gre^oOr that they 
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'' (pBiitaj*p> B^[MWs» tlm kmrf «f Oitphdiia» ]M*# 
<' haps the ship Al«a. Qa tb» othi^ h«M i 
" know not that ai^ one constellation can be 
** nicpiitifififd of a/k ^vigin pefiidMy SKrptkm." 
Tl«4 i« « l»9l4 <VMpiti^ ; ** lUMdt hdvtt hi»A tiiM 

It is. yeiy stnM^fw <mi4 «I we9t wm^iMwntiible, 
thl4 S(M|9 PMB0M shPvW wish to.Ikl4O0 tli« Qioek 
lttM>vaH4bi«lvantlM>rits[. Th«r»««»beii9dMbl 
Iwt that it wme$ firm an iMrdtemte kme for ^ 
wrttii^ of th<peP(^g4ns--«wlth« ClmsUan, Ad<i 
Too«t0, who wgjA to preaeh wi4h^ OldTeiUh 
netnt WH (me hip4i and ^» New T««ta««it hiL 
Ihe^thoT) wMld vather g9 to 4!e Ptgan Qre«lei» 
«ad gWa the jpalm tf «!nfiiMtl% to thM« Idolft* 
ler*,thM» he would go to the Hebrew, (were hn 
e9pab|e<) wid dtaw Im isAtmaMoo frotv tiboa# 
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▼eneraUe pages, from whence it mnrt be alkmed 
the Greeks received those sigoifioant symbols, 
which he has vestured to assert ^^had their 
f^ origin in Greece and no where. eW 

Turn then, Sir, to the pages of the original 
Hebrew, and you will find firom whence the 
Greeks copied their CenUmr^ Peffosus, Harp, 
and ship Argo. There you will find ^^ that the 
^^ constellations can be |nentioned of an origin 
^^ peeuUarly Egyptian,'' for ages before the petly 
horde <tf Greeks existed. You will there find 
among the idolatrous worshippefs, Gewtmtr 
idoli, P^ganean horses^ or horses of Ae sun, 
chariots of the sttn, &c. For horses were chosen 
by them to represent the sun, they being the 
swiftest of all animals, if we calculate on time 
and distance, and of greater use to fnan than 
other animals ; even as the sun is the swiftest of 
^1 the heavenly bodies, and of greater use to 
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man than any of the planets : and for this rea^ 
son it was that horses were chosen to represent 
the sun. There you will £nd the Harp to be of 
a far more ancient origin than the Harp of 
Orpheus ; Oeneiis^ iv. 21. And kis brother^s 
name was Jvbal; he was the father of all meh 
as hatuMe the harp and Ae wgan. — There you 
will find Perseus and Andromeda — Castor and 
Pollux — Bellerophon — clearly and manifestlj 
deduced from the narratives wholly EarnTAN; 
and not from the narratives ^' of the early Ore- 
*' cian history/' as you have asserted. But, 
Sir, there needfs no other proof of your great 
want of attention to the original Hebrew Scrips 
tures, than for you to say, as you have said, that 
^' we should certainly run counter to all autho- 
^^ rity, if we were to refer these names to a 
^' period so remote, that the constellations in 
'^ general could have been formed from them so 
f early as 1400 or 1500 years B. C." But it ii 
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evident, beytod the poMuhility <^ a yontnMJigf 
turn, tbat the coontellatioM were fonnod m^ 
time of the aiilediliiviaiui^ wul {N^eserved by 
ancient nations, to whpnl the Giveks . weri^ 
indebted for all the infimrmation they hivi 
respecting these things.— Hence, Sir, ypu mvs 
see that the harp is not '^ so peciliar to th^ 
<< febnloos history of Oreeeei that it must hwva 
^' had its origin there, and no where eUe,** a^ 
you positively say it ^lad. There can be w 
doibt but that the harp of Jubal» and not th^ 
harp oi the modern Chreek, was chosen hy ^ 
first race o{ the antediluvians to repres^it that 
£onstellatiMi of the sphere* For, as I have 
hinted above,^ it is worse than Pagan ignorwM^ 
imd argues a disbelief in the arrangement of 
divine wisdom to suppose^ as you do, that Qpd, 
when he had created man, left him in |k rtate of 
ignorance like the wild beasts. If ypii wiU turn 
to the Hebrew Criticisms in the Cmbm^ai. 
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JomHi4t9 3>o« wUl Imve roMon to copckd^ that 
tbe &fjt fiibw <^ mw w«w pd^d with know^ 
}i»lge, /br BqpMn»r to aoy tUnf that }m» been 
kpown to tibeir posterity, md thi4 the Divim 
Beiag w|m> had pliUited f w^h intbitiire know*- 
Mlg9 IP the ftrrt r»ce of mei) to loiow the 
HAtwes iif die cntdmw, wd to give them 
mmm conrespooding to their qual^ies wd pro- 
l>eiii&tie0, (a diBplfgr ef ffiidom which eaonot be 
^ompHieiided by ^, bat v^hioh eoidd only be 
given by the Creator,) would, with this perfection 
of knowledge, give them also an understand* 
ing to oomprehend what was more necessary 
for man to know, viz. the knowledge of Astro- 
Aomy to regulate their time, their ceremonies at 
stated periods, their years, and months, without 
iMMg under the necessity of adopting ^^the 
^ extremely rough method of watehing for the 
<^ first appearance of the New Moon, in orda to 
*^ guess at the time of its conjunction with the 
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" Sun." (See GenesiSy ch. i.)^ — Beside, not to 
mention the great absurdity of supposing that 
the Greeks ever believed the taleQ, which their 
poets told of the harp of Orpheus^ — that he 
descended into hell — charmed the king— 
stopped the course of the most rapid rivers — 
tamed the savage beasts, and ma^ the moun- 
tains move by the muisic of his Hfirp: and that 
for this reason the Aaip of Qrpheus was placed 
in the sphere, and** 5^ being so peculiar to the 
** fabulous history of Greece, that it must have 
" had its origin there, and no where else," as is 
asserted by you, argues very littl^ knowledge 
concerning the origin of these things. — In the 
situation. Sir, in which you stand as Chnstian 
Advocate, it was your duty, (whatever you 
might think to the contrary,) to have maintained 
the sanctity of the Scripture, the wisdom and 
goodness of the Divine Being, together with his 
superintending provideuce, in giving man that 
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knowledge which could not have beea knownr 
by him; had he beeO) as you suppose, created 
like a wild beast. Instead of which, you have, 
from ypur extreme ignorance of these things, 
endeavoured to represent the sacred writers as a 
sf^t of ignorant men, 'who were the most learned 
men, and the greatest philosophers that ever 
appeared on earth. You have, Sir, endeavoured 
to depreciate the ■ Scriptures, by setting in 
^position to them the opinions of the Pagan 
Chr^ks; and by such a Pagan principle, you 
have! insulted the Majesty of Heaven in his 
providence, by supposing that he left man to 
founder in the world in a state of profound 
ignorance : you have given us a specimen of 
your vanity, by supposing that man by his 
own wisdom was the inventor of the science 
of astronomy ; that nothing of this nature is 
to be found in the Scriptures; and that all 
this WD8 done in modern times, by a few 
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Ftigttt ittdividHAls, nsidiiig' kl file bkudr «r 

dstftgftni: W%^ Sir, d»yi}tr«o<iiMddbcB^ 
and avtlKHritatfvel^r asMrt, tint " fbe 8% AilgO 
" seems so peettUar to tlie fUraleas hiMory ef 
** Greece ; tliat it must have had Hs 01%^ 
** there, and no wfacve eke?*' Why, Sif^ 1 
i«ill tell yon. Yott ha?e d^hMI ki GiMh 
orjfthology, withoat hofowing tiiat it< waa eo|atii 
ftoai ^ Seriptares; ymi have Mad ef the Mif 
Argo, and either jgnerautly ot waatoa^ haf« 
•apposed that it gave itoe to dM eahs t>EB a tf ofr«f 
flia sUp. If yoa wish to laiow^ the^ (hH^ ef 
this constellalion, yon oartamly will tttft'^Mi i» 
in the pages of the Pagan Grecian mjftibidagy; 
bnt in the andent {(ages of the RUe I iHS 
not lie so uncharitable as to sapposa",- haaFeveT) 
that yon have made this hlond^r wSfUfy^ a» 
wantonly, to depreciatotiie origiaaMIellMWf ly 
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eucUawariBg to tbow that we are indebtad ta 
ikB Jhi^pak Cheeks fbr thd soieoce of Astronbmy* 
it ia batter to aoouie 50U of ignorairoa, ibr tiiat 
MnriM ila own putiahmeirt; with it 

fhe woi4 Asifgo aMma to be of doidbiAl 
ort^ ; some derive it ftom -"A/atyo*, the aame of 
ibo person whobailt the ih^, «-^ others' tibfaik 
tltttiVwasbiiiltattheoityof Aqpia. DiodonMi 
detifes it from ^Mc, M^s^aUading totheswiftr 
Mss^of itaaadiiig. Most people fcnowy thsljfc 
ia said to ha^e been the M^ wfaiofa^ eatiied 
Jmmmid 64 of his oooipairions to Gdchis^ tor 
feeoreT' the|fald» flaeoe, which was 7& yearn 
baftnretbedestmetkMiof IVoy) and 12«8 y^ra 
befiMeGhriai The goldea fleece is a Qraoias 
fltbl&{ it was irsk bioii^ht into this shi^ la 
naMinlmmi^ii the Bgyptiaa fiastmd of the slain 
hoMby erthe feast of the pMSoirey. Bhft in tb% 
q^aeeof Iwo bandndToeis, or fimn the tkaeof 
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lloftes to tlie Argonaut expediti<Hi| the tnie 
inteBtkm of this paschal festivity was forgotten. 
The Greeks^ who had heard of the slain iamb 
from the Hebrews, supposed this representative, 
image possessed those virtues and powers 
ykbkh would protect the national possessors 
of it from aD impending daoigers. It nmst 
appear, evident that it was taken from the 
Egyptian festival of the slain lamby which 
made its way into €hreece when the Hebrews 
arrived at the latid of Canaan, anid became their 
neighbours ; and so, in proce»» of time, the true 
understanding of it, when the Greeks adopted 
Pdytfaeism, was lost This i4>pears plain frmn. 
what the Grecian faUe-writers have said res-* 
pecting Jascm ; that, in order to gain the fleece, 
he was to tame the bulls which had brazen feet 
and horns, and vomited smoke and fire^-^o sow 
in the plain the teeth of a dragon, ft^m which 
armed men were to arise, and to be destroyed 
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by his hand — ^to kill the ever-watchful dragon, 
which was at the bottom of the tree, on which 
the golden fleece was suspended, &c. The 
meaning of fables, according to Johnson, is ^^ ^ 
^^ tell falsehoods ;** and as these are evidently 
fables, it is surprising to me, and must be to 
«very one, that you should attempt to desUK>y 
the testimony of the sacred writers respecting 
these things, by contending that they had their 
origin from the Pagan Greeks. 

I shall now prove that this ^^ constellation 
'^ can be mentioned of an origin peculiarly 
*^ Egyptian.'^ What think you of a ship said to 
have been built at the command of God ; not for 
the business of war^^not for robbery and plun- 
der, like the ship Argo-^but, according to the 
history, for the purpose of saving the last and 
best of the human race, some thousands of years 
before the petty state of Greece was in existence 

X 
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as a nation? I mean the Ark of Noah. What 
objection, Sir, ckn you have to the ship il^n^ 
Theeheh ? This was the name of the ship, which, 
on account of its magnitude and the greatness 
of the design, to commemorate the great event 
of the Flood, was by the patriarchs placed on Uie 
sphere; which was also in after time retained^ 
and gave the name Tlieebes to that ancient 
Egyptian city. — But when we turn our attentida 
to the ship Argo, which in truth was nothing 
more than a barge with 25 oars, not larger than 
the Lord Mayor's barge, into which Jason is 
said to have crammed 54 pf his companions ; 
and that this was built for the purpose of rapine, 
plundqr, and murder; how absurd it must be 
in the Christian Advocate, or any other Chris- 
tian, — nay, I will say criminal, to foist this pre- 
tended Pagan accountinto the calendarof the coiv- 
stellations! I say pretended account^ for as Aria^ 
totle observes, " there never was such a person 
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'^^ as 0?pb^u3 the Greek:" -^bo Common Sense 
iays, that as he is declared to be one of the 54 
men who went on this expedition, which takes 
into its list the accomplishment of things alto«« 
gether impossible, and which never were in 
existence ; so every part of the fable must agree. 
This will prove that there was no ship Argo ; 
no taming of the bnUs irttil brazen horns and 
/eet, vamiimg. smoke and fire ; that the teeik of 
a dragon were never sown; no army springing 
out of the ground; that there was no waichjul 
dragony whidh is said to have watched wiAout 
sleeping at the tree where the golden fleece was 
euspended : but that the whole was evidently a 
fij^le, or at the best that something was con- 
veyed by way of allegory, which does not appear 
in the letter -^a customary way of communicat-i 
ing information at that day, which the Qreeka 
copied from the Hebrews, and t^ Hebrew^ 
from the Eg3Tptians. 
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I bad al0K>st forgotten to say a fevr words 
more concemiDg the ancient Egyptian festiTal 
of the Ram when the Snn entered Aries. If we 
allow that the ancient Egyptians celebrated this 
festival at this time c^ the year, there is no oc- 
casion fcNT concluding that the Hebrews took it 
solely from this Egyptian feast c^ the slain ram: 
as well may Christians be accused of being Jews, 
because they observe the time when the great, 
sacrifice Christ, was c^red up at tlie same 
time when theJews keep the Passover; of which 
the very ancient Egyptian feast of the slata ram 
was a type. There can be no doubt ooncerfljingf 
the feast of the ram, or lamb, being celelHrated by 
the Egyptians before the time of Moses, at the 
vernal equinox. For as I have befture observed, 
the Hebrews were commanded to slay the lamb, 
and to keep the feast of the Passover in t)ie 
nionth Abib, or the mcmA of green fruiUj as the 
original signifies, which was at the time vrfcen 
the Sun entered Aries. 
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The Hebrew wotd bl^ Jobeely means ^ ram ; 
iC hiu9 the sattie meaning as Arie$ id Latin, and 
tiie AraUaM tathis day caU a ram JobeL TI1& 
Hebrews were commanded to tdce a mofe /amfi, 
for the paschal sacrifice, which was to be a male 
of the first year, Ea^^ xii. 5 ; and the name by 
which a ram of the first year is called, you may 
iad in Jo$k. vu 4c pn«n "^DD^ D^atn nnsw nyattt 
MrM hoTMof ramg before Ae f^ice 0/ Ae Ark. 
Septem iuba$ arVBtum*. — Now it appears plainly 
ftom the Hebrew, and other authorities, that 
the festival of the slain lamb, was celebrated 
when the Suh entered Aries ; therefore the 
learned author of the (Edipus Judcdcus has 
well considered his subject, for though he or 
any writer may with the utmost propriety say, 
that the paschal feast was taken from an ancient 
Egyptian festival, he doei^ not presume to doubt 

♦ Mootanus. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



326 

your profound knowledge respecting these 
things, by telling you what every Christian 
Advocate, who is not better acquamted with 
the fables of the Pagan Greeks than he is with 
the Bible, ought to know, that this ancient 
Egyptian festival was handed down to them 
from the Fall, and to the time of Moses, when 
the true meaning and application were again 
given, which had been lost in fkble; that it 
signified the coming of the true Messiah, the 
male lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world, which was accomplished at the com- 
mencement of the Christian dispensation ; when, 
agreeably to the universal consent <^ all pro^ 
phecy, and the expectation of all nations, Mes- 
siah came, and all sacrificial worship ceased 
fiar ever. 

But, Sir, what was the reason that yoa 
omitted mentioning another constellation, which 
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can also with the utmost effect and .propriety 
ckttfn an^^^ origin. peeoliariy Egyptian/' as well 
as all the rest of the oonstellations ? Yoii have 
not said a if ord about the ^erp^n^jr— there needs 
no comment on this tp show that it is ^' peculi« 
*^ arly • Egyptian.'* Bv^ry man, woman, and 
tMM in dhristondom, who can read their Bible, 
mttst allow that Moses set up the serpent in the 
Wilderness when he led the Hebrews from 
Egypt, and thftt on account of the cures which 
were performed, it was worshipped over all the 
east before the time of the Greeks. But you 
may also be convinced by the original Hebrew, 
that the serpent was in high estimation among 
the nations^ many ages before the time of Moses. 
This, Sir, was the origin of the constellatioii 
which bears the nMie $erpentaritis ; from which 
it is. evident; that all these ^' consiettaJtians can 
^^ be mentioned of an origin peculiarly Egyp-* 
** tian." If you were acquainted with the order 
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ud detcent oi aacieot religioii> jba would not 
have 6iud, ^ to derive m^ put of GgyptiM 
^ mytbokgy from the Zodiac, requires the a8« 
^ sompticHi erf" the very doubtful hypothesia, of 
^^ the zodiacal signs having been formed at that 
^ remote period." You would have known^ 
that the Qreeks received theit mythology 6tam 
the Crdtans^ the Cretans finom the Pboeniciansi 
the Phosnicians from the Hebrews^ the Hebrews 
fiom the Egyptians, and the Egyptians firom the 
Antediluvians. (See Ommioml JaUnaL) — It has 
often puzzled me to know why the Clergy 
should be so in&tuated with the Oteek, and 
totally neglect Hebrew learning. But on read« 
ing the JStMicaJ arlides in the Cbumcat Jomrmdi 
I found it was becumse Hebrew has for some 
ages been considered as unneedssary. It is 
there shown, that Hebrew is as necessary as 
^ Greek, and that a true understanding of a great 
part of Scripture in the translation, cannot be 
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hod without il critical knowlalge id the origiMl 
Imgmigf) ^ Whenoi .Deism made such a n^piil 
'^ progresii in Fraaee, m absolut^y iMJtcinwJ 
"" was it thought that the Ctorgy ahould bd 
^' Hebrew schokora^ tha* to Ad wImn parted 
^^ .which did toot permit any ode to eater itM 
*^ orders onlesa he was oomp^nt in the laa«» 
'^ ^a^ But," aays the abdre mentioil^d 
writer, ^^ if it were necessaiy for the sdpport of 
^^ the religion of the Bible, at that period, to 
*^ enforce the moral precepts, for good order 
'^ and subordination among all ranks of society^ 
^' how much more so at this period, wben 
<^ Deism, aided by the translatioils so conlzary 
<< to the trbe sense in the original, with braBea*^ 
^^ &eed impudence, threatens to aonihflate Uis 
'' religion of the Bible." 

These '^remarks may be of use to yau and 
odiers who are aceiistomed to draw hatty catt^ 
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ehinrod, as Ihej'will serve to show ihixt tke 
Scriptures whentrfeilytraiislflted^ dd notecmtaiBi 
ftilsome stories like the pages of the Pagair 
Greeks, inconsistetit with reason^ comiiKm sense^ 
and sound speech ; but in many parts contain 
in an historical form, allegorical descriptions, 
applicable to all states, circnntstances, know- 
ledges, and things. On which account. Sir, 
50U ooght to feel how grossly you have insulted 
the learned writer of the (Edipu8^ not only id 
language better suited for the lowest orders of 
society, but in charging him with an attempt to 
ridicule the Scriptures, which in the original hd 
holds in the highest estimation. But, Sir^ if his 
knowledge of the original has convinced him; 
that there is nothing inconsistent with that truth 
and dignity which characterises the sacred 
Scriptures, surely as he has a common interest 
in its welfare, so'he has a common right to show 
that there is a necesidty for a revision of tha 
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translation. And if you turn to Mr. VL^m CtitU 
eisms in the CLAcaiCAL Journal, you i;riQ 
lie convinoed that such a revision would 
be attended with the happiest consequencei^ 
to society*. 

To conclude this Letter, I must say, that 
the heads of Colleges have been greatly 
deceived in making choice of such a man 
to fill the office of Christian Advocate ; a 
man — who (to use your libellous words) 

* We have it from the best authority, that the lais 
worthy moch to be lamented Mr« Percival, who was him- 
self a learned man, oi\ reading the abofe-mentioned geiUle« 
man's Biblical Criticisms in the Classical Journal^ was so 
perfectly satisfied that there was an absolate necessity for a 
reyision of the translation, that he informed the writer 
of them, after much conTersation with him, he would imme« 
diatcly bring it forward. 
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<« has given such gross specimens of ioftcctt-' 
^ racy and ignorance, produced with all the 
^ confidence and the pretension of the most 
^^ profimnd and accurate learning.'^ 

I am, &c. 

BIBLICVS. 
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A I.ETTER, &c. 



SIR, 

J Aptbr having perused the Letters 

whidk have been addressed to you by Vmde^ 
,aad BAUcus, I should not have thought it neces- 
sary to have troubled you with an additional 
epistle in the defence of my esteemed friend 
Sir W1LU4M Drumukwd, if I had not been of 
opinion that there is one topic on which those 
learned gentlenien have not sufficiently insisted, 
lam (though not of your Churchy) a professing 
Christian as well as yourself; and I have regret^ 
:ted the appearaaoe of your last book, both 
becanse it does great iojustaee to the talents and 
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ellaracterof a gentleman whom I Uglily respect, 
and because I sincerely think it will be injurioas 
to the cause which we must both wish to support 

When your first book was announeed, I was 
father surprised at the step which you had 
taken ; but my astonishment was great indeed, 
and I could not help thinkings that you had 
wvmk 0XO8ed^ ^ bomids of moderation, whea 
I jfiMEUid that you had accosed the author of the 
054^1^$ tAKJakus of blasphemy, and I know mat 
kom many crisn^s. There is certainly a eeo- 
wmU^ }eT)ty in soaie of tht passages whieh yom 
VffwUn But assuredly these passages are not 
UaspheMoas. Blaspbeviy im[dies a deUbemte 
jiatention to insult ike' Mt^esty of Qod ; and 
you shoi^d not hare advanced upon flight 
gmvnds ao (»tiel and terrible a charge^ There 
aw many parts of the OSd^pw Jmdmeus, which 
prove ikU the aothar of thatwosrk is most deeply 
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impreMed with the reverence which is due t# 
the Supreme Being from the creatures of his 
haucL The parages in queitktai should be 
taken in connexion with the rest of the work 
They would hove been better omitted altoge- 
ther; but still it is but fair to say, that the 
ridicule winch tlie author employs is manifestly 
directed against the particular mode of interpre- 
tation to which he objects, and by no jneans 
against the books of the Old Testament. I must 
say then, that I cannot consid^ your conduct as 
very Christian-like, in stigmatieing the (EdipuM 
Jndaicus as a blasphemous work. Archbkshop 
TiLLOTSON, and other excellent Divines of your 
Ohurch, have ridiculed the inteipretiUiott which 
the Roman Catholics have giv^i of some most 
impntant texts in the New Testament, which 
the Ronuuiists have chosen to understand ac^ 
cording to the letter. These Romanists accuse 
the Protestants of b)tapheray ; but we r^lj 

8& 
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tbut in ridic<iluig Uii^ir . Mitti^tiltiott of tkm 
ScripliirM^ wa resptot wd itvoreiiM tibcf ymai 
of God M mudi M they do thevuNilvM, and bcH- 
liMe, thsMgh GtmsVM grtce^ XkA w» Qadetstaad : 
it better. No vital ptft of our fiiith it aMaikd 
hy the tfutbor'a lidiiAde. It i$ Merely tlie litaial 
interimtetioo of mmm booka of tib Old TfMrta^ 
ment, and m particiilar {^aoes* to whi«b ^ 
ohjecta, 

Your Pamphkl drew up<m ^^ tfae MMfWW 
of the gettltleinaii w^ ^g^ himMV Vd^dM^ 
and who treated you with ooMideraUifi w^^dty; 
Now when the viol^ce of your attadc agamt M 
unpablidied work> which wba mit diatiibittad la 
the manner wUeh yon have io ui^Mtl^ rtatod; 
ia coBsidS^^ oaD il be tJiauglht exIfaMdiMiyt 
that the learned geirtkman wha anAarlDolL tha 
defience of the author^ shonld havetrart^d yan 
witji scarcely mpia piv^ thtB 9^ Ibad •|k>wft 
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fiMf hui cKent Fitr mora i^vanoed iii life tbm 
^bat^entl^man, wd I beliwe thM ^outscA^ I 
crald kitve w«AmI U> bave scmi more temper od 
lH4k mde%.espeoiimy oft mbjeeU sa «iiicll om^ 
Dected with religion. 

The httt Panpidefc Tt^luch yott hilve pub- 
Mubed is> I am Mny to Mty it, when I eomider 
yett itatioD) the most intemperate a»d ^iratent 
which iu the eourae of a (Hrett^ lobg life I efver 
remember to hmm seen* Then^ n little m it 
ooQcenuAg veligioiiB mattttrs^ and noAmg eon* 
eenung any i^ital quertioilb of our feith. Yoor 
a^ obj#ct is to pvove, that the author of the 
CEdipHS JwiqioM ie a very ignorant d«ll man^ 
and that all those who ha^e coneidcnd him as 
learned a»d aMe must beat igmnrtmt and doH 
a0 be is. Yo« baTO paid no compttment to mj 
white hair in thi9, fer I still eontimie to adsdm 
the (Ed i/ m i Judaum$ as a very ingenious work; 

z 2 
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atid though upon some points I 6itt&r from the 
teamed author, aad scrapie not to tell faun so^ 
I con see neither wisdom nor justice m the tor^ 
ventof abuse which you have poured out againat 
him. 

- ' You hav# accused Sm William Drubimond 
of being ignorant of the Hebrew ; and yet it 
appears from the Letters of BibHcus and Vmdexy 
that you are in the Mfrong m every one of the 
examples which you have bvougfat forward. 
This is surely no proof of your prudence or dis- 
cretion. Some Freethittkers will take advantage 
of it^ to say, that the friends of religion support 
their cause by trying to depreciate^ without the 
least itBgard to truth, all those who are sus- 
pected of heterodox opinions ; and of ^adeavour- 
ing, by unjust accusaticms, to destroy the credit 
which they may possess for learning and ability. 
You oo^t, surely, in your situatioii to have 
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JcQOViriir 1^ if the^Christian-Religicm had been 
•ttMhje^'b? thc^ aathfn: <tf the CEtli^P^ Judqicw, 
n^lMfih it IB op^ at Wjftg'yexy.uiiiiQQiMMUPy for yoa 
to ma into a s^a of tibtm -. so lit^ (»H^iuAwt 
ifith tb^dittied of your o^lcs^ and ^o little to the 
purpose in suf^port of y^ur ca^a ' Never let it 
b0 aaid tlMtt CUmsttaiifi) ^M fim^^ 
doGStrincisi by makiiig fidse/chaigM, he they what 
tl^yswy^ against their advwsarieB. Wewaqt 
jio such aids. What|[ood end could it possibly 
answer to aceuse Sir Willubi I>RUMifOND of 
; being ignorailt ci the Hebrew'} The reverse 
istWfaU known to be the: cane; and yom udght 
. havlB bden aire that Uie proofis which you ad* 
vanoed of his ignorance would be sbrictly 
examined. It turns out that you have made as 
many bbuidMS m^ Dc^nsationfr. You had better 
: hKve let the.sttlgeot akme.. 

upon the aiAronMtiical parts of the wwk 
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50H imve likewise spoken in a itery mibecoiiiitig 
tone. I find from tbe letters of F%idtM tliat yen 
bMe not pointed ont nbeve two or three nrfs^ 
takes, wliieh the antkor kad not cMmeled IbBg 
before your FiampUet nppeared ; and that in 
^tW exEmplei^, where you faave nnf nirt9yae<»ise4 
him of cornmiCtittg niistakes, you hs^e Mien 
into greater enttrs- yewadE Novr'idi this m 
certSainly iajnrious to yonr eauno. * ¥onr Jan* 
gftage is bitemperate beyond ^example. Igfib- 
ranee, falsehood, {Resumption, Ac. Ac. aM terofs 
for erer in yonr mouth; and ^md, irh^ tlie 
ffscmiiB of these ^lOcfUMlioM are anmined, it la 
almost always yourtelT who an Ibund to bo kt 
the wrong. . • 



As to the aHegorieal eitplanaitiMs «f Hat. 
William DauMMOND, I have idways told Urn 
with frankness, that I conld not in some in* 
stances agree with him, tiiongh I h»ve no 
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iteuidtfin MigiBg tlMt I. ck> tlunk tfaeve w man 
w du9 ritegoricftl tiieory^ than I ishovld perhaps 
htjtt bMH ^M^ pMj^mttd to admit You, how^ 
6wr^ jcb gnat iAjustioe Id that getttkman it 
iK)ewiiiglrimaf.cair!^ ajntem as far as 

IhfYwa and VoijNby har^ done. I bare oftw 
qneslicm^* him upoa: tfaki point; aaid he haf 
iroifiNrmly answered ne in the negatire, attd 
^ven me aaliifoetarf reasom for drawing the 
Ikie between them and hitntelf. 

TJp^r^e whole I cannot hot regret, that the 
Christian :AdKroeale shouhl have pnUished a 
ffanphlet snbh as your last There is, or at 
least there seems to he, more itt-natore in it 
against' an ladlvidaal who has oftnded yon, 
than seal Ibr Christianity, of which indeed you, 
say'reryUttle. You have attacked Sir Wut- 
UAM Dromhoiid as a man of honour, (for you 
*aecwe htm of telling &lsehooAi without any 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



344 

eerembny,) and as a mail of letters. An inAi« 
macy 6[ more than tweoty years standbg, eiUH 
foles me to say, that amaaof strteterlMiiKMr tkui 
the author of the (Edipus Jmdakm does not 
exist. In your attack on fab literary chanetar^ 
yoii wiH not appear to real, judges to luive too 
ceeded, thongh Vindex teUs me, ihiit yoti am 
cheered by some of the B gn q w )e rs > Ncnr 
again fer this I am very sorry, not for the sake 
of my friend only, but for tike sake of tiiat came 
in the support of which, I trust, on future occa- 
sions, yoo will contend with, more piopriety of 
'manners than you have doseinjtho.piesentiifr- 
stance. Indeed ycm; have oomduftted m mwy 
mistakes, (as is dearly proved by BAUcw and 
Vindexj) lliBt I cannot bsA<)o||eh|ide' that yaw 
book must have been written in gceat haste, as 
well as in great wratlt It is, however, not the 
less to be regretted, timt you should not have 
considered yottr charge^ with more attention 
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befin^ ^u made them, for blunders are cer« 
tfunly mont cansuiable when a writer is inveigh- 
Big. a^aittst . another, perscm, and loading him 
with refMoadi and ocmtomely. But besides aU 
this^ it bears something too much of the charac- 
ter of an Inquisition, when a Churchman and 
^ his pajrty try to beat down and trample upon a 
man's reputation, because he is not in their 
t^pinioft so orthodox as he on^ to be ; and the 
maJbter is. made much wwse, when> it ai^pears^ 
as it does in the present case, that while you aie 
reviling an author for his ignorance, you are 
generally wrong in the examples which yon 
have brought forward in evidence, against bin. 
If you had reproved Sir William Drummond 
for tSie use of some objectionable expressions t^ 
which I have ahready alluded, and had staled 
your reasons. for rejeoting. his allegorical system 
in a decent and Christian-like manner, I should 
only lutve wondered at your choosing to take 
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notice of an imptibUaked w<ttk, wbicli «fi^t Iwi 
yet corrected ftod allured l^ ibi oatiior, espeei^ 
ally as I am informed, tibat wreral |i«i4fisliei4 
I^Iqi of Qo dobioM tendency Bright amid natQ^ 
rally have attmcted yt>w altentioB. B«t yoif 
have writlea a aioBt varalent PaiiipU^ag>aiiiifl 
the author aa a tBaii of Ulerattte, and thongli, 
either ftoan hmAe, or infeeniperaBce ef disposi^ 
tioB> yon aite dttKH* alwar^ in the wro»g> yet 
yen are, I am told, aoppelrted by atfaenEr^ whtf 
piobaUy have wit veiy nuBvtoly eKanmed ih6 
matters in dispute, and who ar6 guided rathei' 
by their zieal than by their knowledge, in takiog 
pajtt with you. Uftdimbtedly it is nmrt nataml^ 
that every Chrkiiaa should jom to oppoii& the 
machinations of infidels ; but these should be 
no injustice in the means, aoMi no mtrtahe aboot 
the object. I abhor persecution in aU its shapes. 
The Romish Inqniittioa tortbres its vietittis. In 
it less thaa tortnte to an enfightenod man, who 
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luii acquired, k refutation finr leanlinjop atid' 
taleiilB, to bear UiMdf uiijuftdy charged with 
groif Btopidily aadignorattce^ while sttoh a eU-» 
moir Is raiaad against him that he caniMit hm 
heard in his own defenoe? Is it no toa^tureilbr 
such a man to be driven from the Republic of 
Letters by an accuser, who is scarcely ever in 
the rights tfanmgh theiloog catakigae of his spe- 
cific charges ? Our holy religion wants no such 
auxiliary as persecution ; and it is persecution— 
cruel persecution, unjustly to take away the 
moral and literary reputation even of an infidel. 

But the author of the CEdipus Judaicns is no 
infidel ; and if he were, I should be slow to ac- 
cuse a man of being an infidel, because his 
method of understanding the Books of Moses 
and Joshua might not be mine. Neither would 
I condemn a writer as a profane blasphemer, 
for a few light expressions, probably penned 
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without doe reflection. I would rttdier ooush 
der the general bearing and tenor of his woik 
I am an old man, and shall condnde by sajing 
Id you^ what I often repeat<to mysd^ ^^ Ju^ 
^ miy that ye be not judged." 

lam^ 
Your very obediMt Servai^ 
August M, 1813. CANDJDU& 
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ERRATA* 



Page 31, line 14, for coursest read coarsest 
54, — 18, dele not 
74, — 9, for Xcvn^v read Xei/icov 
82, — 9, for text read test 
102, — 16, for person read persons 
112, — 2, for Judaicus (Edipos read (Edipm 
Judaicus 
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